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Former U.S. treasurer busted

WASHINGTON (AP) - Catalina
Vasquez Villal 0. the U.S. trea-
surerinthe administration, was
sentenced to four months in prison
today for tax evasion, obstruction of
justice and conspiring to hide income
received from a former empluﬁ.r.

“I'm embarrassed,” she told U.S.
District J Thomas F. Hogan. “I
hope you will find it in your heart to
take what I owe society in some sort of
community service,” rather than ina
prison sentence, she said.

“I can find no basis to excuse your
conduct,” said U.S. District Judge
Thomas Francis Hogan as he imposed
the sentence on the woman whose
signatureappearson U.S. paper moncy
printed between December 1989 and
January 1993.

He said that the high office she held
imposes even more of a burden 1o

the laws.
Villal g ill be plnhgmnmrerm
illalpando wi on -
vised release for threce years, includ-
ing four months of home detention
overseen by a ion office.

She was told to surrender to a fed-
cral prison, still tobedetermined. She
also must complete 200 hours of com-

‘munity service afier her release.

Villalpando had faced a maximum
possible sentence of five years in
prison and a $250,000 fine on each of
the convictions.

An oddity in the casc involved the
conflicting views of two prosecutors
about how much Villalpando had co-
operated in their separatc investiga-
tions.

Justice Department lawyer
Jonathan J. Rusch said she had lied
“time and time again” and had donc
“nothing to advance the ball.”

Robert P. Warren. of the Office of
lndepcndcnl Council which is con-
ducting an investigation of the HUD
scandal. said. “She has been entircly
truthful. ... She has not dissembled
withus.”

Rusch said, “She did not file tax
returns over five years, a period that
overlaps her service as a special assis-
tant to the president of the United
States.” He said she “admitted noth-
glf about her own criminal

pabilities until after she was con-
fronted with her crimes.”

In February. when she entered her
?lea. Villalpando admitted reportin
989 taxable income of $161,98

rather than the actual $329,884, thus

cvading $47.013 in federal income

taxes. -

Villglpando acknowledged ob-
structingan - R;tpmeuisltl?lr‘s
investigation Reagan-era influ-
cence-peddling : atthe Depart-
ment of Housingand Urban Develop-
ment.

Shc also admitted conspiring to
conceal during her confirmation pro-
ceedings that she was still receiving
financial benefits from her former
employer, Communications Interna-
tional Inc.

The company is an Atlanta-based
firm that sold and leased telecommu-
nications equipment to U.S. govern-
ment state andlocal govern-
ments and commercial users.
Vil was the firm'ssenior vice
president from 1985 to 1989.

*“She knows she’s done wrong,”
Villalmndo‘s lawyer, Bradford
Reyno

. told the judge. “I'm hard .

to secany purpose that would
served by ha:?ng this person serve
sometime.”

Burns stable following surgery

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Come-
dian George Burns was hospitalized
in intensive care Tuesday after sur-
gery to drain a buildup of fluid on his
brain, which was beginning to impair

his h.

mﬁ—ycﬂr-old comic made it

through the surgery well and was ex-

toremain in Cedars-Sinai Medi-
cal Center for about a week, said hos-
pital spokesman Ron Wisc, Burnscven
cracked a few jokes after the opera-
tion.

The fluid collected on Burns' brain
after he fell in his bathtub and hit his
head at his Beverly Hills homeon July
13, Wise said.

“He's OK." said Irving Fein, Burns’
longtime manager. afler visiting the
comic in his hospital room.

Burns was admitted to Cedars-Sinai
on Monday night and underwent about

two hours of surgery.

The fluid was drained. He toler-
ated the operation and has becn mak-
ing gradual progress since the sur-
gery,” Wise said, adding that Burns
was stable.

Burns hit a soap dish when he fell.
suffering a head cut that required two
stitches. He was hospitalized at the
time for observation.

Fein said Burns' speech was im-
mirul for a few days afier the fall, but

was recleased from the ital.
Doctors had hoped to avoid draining
the fluid because of Burns' age and
examined him every two weeks, Fein
said. But when Burns' impaired speech
came back he returned to the hospital.

“His speech was getling a
impaired again so they drained”
fluid, Fein said.

the vaudeville and moved into

Burns was drowsy afler surgery
but able to talk with his speech thera-
pist. Fein said.

“Hc was cracking jokes with her.
He was doing routines with her,” Fein
said.

The fall forced Burns (o cancel a
show at Caesars Palace.

Despite his age. the comedian has
continued to perform and has even
booked a show 1o celebrate his 100th
birthday at Cacsars.

Earlier thisyear he commemorated
his 98th birthday in a scllout show
where he received several standing
ovations as he traced his 91-year ca-

reer.
Burns, with his trademark cigar,

tion pictures and television.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — The
dispirited truck driver whose plane
plowed into the White House

cocaine in his system and more
alcohol than lcgallgl_ allowed for
flight, officials said Tuesday.

The aircraft showed up on radar
screens at the nearby National Air-
port, but operators did not notice
until after the crash. “It was ...
missed,” a Sccret Service spokes-
man said. _

The news provided federal in-
vestigators their first clues about
how Frank Corder's plane sli

{ security systems, and w r
m:ﬂight was a suicide, a bungled
prank or a threat against President
Clinton.

Agency spokesman Dave Adams
said an autopsy showed that
Corder's blood-alcohol content was
0.045 percent, slightly above the
0.04 percent limit for pilots.
The legal limit for driving an auto-
mobile in most states is 0.10 per-

cenl.

Adams said the autopsy found
“trace amounts of cocaine in his
system,” but complete results will
not be available until tissue samples
are examined in the next few days.

The Secret Service at first said
Corder’s blood-alcohol content was
(.32 percent, eight times the legal
limit. It is possible follow-up tests
could pinpoint his alcohol content
at an entirely different figure, offi-
cials said.

Investigators said privately they
were not surprised by the autopsy
findings, butthe resultsdidn’t point
to a single molive.

groun&diedwithtraocanmnlsof

Pilot had taken drugs

“He could have had afinal drink
or two” before killing himself, “or
he might havebeena littletoodrunk
to land.” said one investigator,
g:rukmgoncondil_ ion of anonym-
ity. : '
_Adams said radar at National
Airport picked up the plane shortly
before the crash, but the operators
did not notice it.

“They did not see the aircrafi on
the radar screen. After reviewing
the tapes ... they did sce it on the
image,” he said.

Secret Service agents at the
White House did not know the planc
had invaded restricted airspace un-
til it was by a iuard Jjust
seconds the crash. Adams
said he did not know how much
time elapsed between the time the
plane was recorded on radar and
the crash, 5

The Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration keeps recorded images of
mcrylhmg operators seeon the ra-

An FAA spokesman said the
normal contingent of two radar op-
crators was on duty at the time of
the crash. but hedid not confirm the
Secret Service r that investi-
gators have iminarily deter-
mined that the planc could be secn
on the radar screen as it approached
the White Housc.

Goverinment officials. lawmak-
crs and security acknowl-
cdged that there are limits to what
can be done to protect a president
housed in the middle of a major
city. a few miles from a major air-
port.
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able Macintosh Performa; which comes complete

With Apple’ special low student pricing, you can get a terrific deal on Macintosh;  Maciniost™ the world’ fastest Mac." And because Macintosh
the best-selling personal computer on college campuses today. You can choose the afford-  puter, you won't have to dig through complex manuals. Phus, with low student
. _ _ th lots is as easy to afford as it is to use. All of which makes it the ideal time 1o
get you through college. You can also choose the portable Apple” PowerBook” or the Power  discover the power all college students need. The power 1o be your best”
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with lots of powerful software to help

POWER

The CRC Computer Shop*

N. 10th Street, University of Nebraska, 472-5787,
Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m, Tuesday until 6 p.m.
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blﬁ the easiest personal com-
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