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Blood bath

Haiti invasion would cost too many lives

_A U.S.-led invasion of Haiti appears imminent, and a blood
bath certainly will be the result.

More than 10,000 troops would have to ferret guerrilla forces
out of a tropical, mountainous jungle, where the population
density is 608 people per square mile. Besides exposing American
men and women to unacceptable danger, the invasion would cost
thousands of Haitian lives.

Lt. Gen. Raoul Cedras has called U.S. bluffs since 1991, when
he wrested control of Haiti from President Jean-Bertrand Aristide.
Cedras has said he will not leave Haiti. He has refused to negoti-
ate with U.N. dclegates. He has vowed to fight to the death,
although he certainly means everyone’s death but his own.

U.S. officials have pointed out that Cedras and his army have
remained unaffccted by an economic embargo, while Haitian
citizens slowly have starved. Cedras’ forces haven’t suffered
because the embargo has no teeth. Goods have been moving into
Haiti via the Dominican Republic, a U.N. member.

This pipeline has allowed Cedras to maintain control of Haiti
since the coup. If that flow of goods were cut off, Cedras would
run out of anything to offer his army members. They remain loyal
to Cedras because they live better than ordinary Haitians. -

Had the embargo been strictly enforced when Cedras took
power, the playing field would be level today. Cedras’ forces
would have a lot less for which to fight.

Before the United States makes an expensive mancuver in
terms of money and lives, the Haiti-Dominican Republic border
should be fortified by U.N.-member countries.

The Caribbean nations that have agreed to participate in the
invasion should offer asylum to the persccuted Haitians.

Other U.N. nations that have agrecd to be “observers™ on the
Haitian border could provide humanitarian aid to the exiled
Haitians.

The price of military intervention traditionally has been highest
for those least responsible for war. The Hmong people were
persecuted in Vietnam, and the Iragis slaughtered their Kurds.
Ultimately, the blood spilled by an invasion of Haiti will be that
of families who pick coffee beans on the slopes.

The administration intends to stay in Haiti long enough to
stabilize the government. Haitians have had some form of military
dictatorship since they won their independence from France in
1804, They have known nearly two centurics of oppression,
terrorism and extreme poverty. Plenty of despots arc waiting to
hoard what little wealth the country possesses.

An invasion of Haiti would not guarantee government stability.
It would not create a foundation for democracy. It would
devestate a small island nation and take the lives of Haitian

people.
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WmdStOCk join his generation.

I would like to seize the opportu-
nity to respond to Jamie Karl's

umn (DN, Aug. 26, 1994).

I'm afraid that Mr. Karl severely
misconstrued and stretched the
ideals the Woodstock generation
upheld to fit his hyperconservative
tirade.

He blamed the hippies for urban
decay because they “rejected
traditional values such as work,
family, faith and individual account-
ability, while toying with the
admiration of the underclass.” And
later added, “the impoverished and
working classes were stuck with
their ‘fad’ lifestyle.”

It is exactly the type of attilude
demonstrated in that statement that
is to blame for the decay of the inner
cities he holds the hippies account-
able for.

Today's drug problem and other
social ills are mostly a result of
white, overconservative males, such

as Mr. Karl, pointing fingers at the
defenseless and doing nothing to fix
the problem.

The notion that the “underclass”
is in trouble because they are 100
busy sleeping around and partying
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murder, which would be more likely
to stop them? Life without parole in

free living tions with
free meals and better conditions than
they are currently enjoying for the
rest of their life, or the threat of
being sent 1o the electric chair and
cxecuted? The death penalty is there
10 make everyone's-life safer.. ..
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PC

This is in reply to Shane Tucker's
column (DNu.:ﬂg. 30, 1994)
concerning niversity Program
Council and those indiv:t,huls on
campus with views similar to his: It

~ is better to be both liberal and PC

(politically correct) than it is (o be
both conservative arﬁcjudiced!
helle Jensen
ua.ior

secondary education
Pro-choice

Lori Lyn Arthur wrote (DN, Aug.
30, 1994) on how she is pro-choice.
Well, I am too, but this is as far as
we agrec. | believe in the whole
abortion thing that our first choice is
whether or not to have sex. If we
Gwanied prognancy: If ve choose
u pregnancy. If we ¢
to have sex, we can then choose
whether (o use birth control. This is

where our choices end.

Once pregnant, it is time (0 grow
up and accept ity for our
actions. Sure, it may be a rough
blow and bad timing, but so are
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