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NU coach predicts close Kickoff Classic

By Derek Samson
Senior Reporter

West Virginia went undefeated in
the regular season last ycar,

But the Mountaincers were ranked
third in the bowl coalition poll at the
end of the regular season.

The Mountaineers will start this
season in the same predicament afler
being ranked 23rd in the CNN/USA
TODAY coaches’ preseason poll and
24th inthe Associated Press prescason
ralings.

But that doesn’t make Nebraska
coach Tom Osborne any more conli-
dent going into Sunday’s KickolTClas-
sic against West Virginia at Giants
Stadium in East Rutherford, N.1.

“I think they’ll be a very motivated
tcam,” Osborne said. “They play a
hard-nosed brand of football. They
look a lot like we do. They run some
option, and they run it at you.

“They send some play action. They
play gooddefenseand have good kick-
ing. I think it will be a very close game
and a very compelitive game.”

It will be the first time the (cams
have ever met, although last year the
two teams likely could have been
malched up inthe Orange Bowl for the
national title.

As (hconly iwobowl-cligiblcicams
to compleie the regular season unde-
fcated, it looked as il it would be a
Ncbraska-West Virginia matchup in
the Orange Bowl for the national cham-
pionship.

However, Florida State was ranked
ahcad of the Mountaineers in the bowl
coalitionpoll,and the Seminoleseven-
tually beat Nebraska for the national
title. Meanwhile, Florida dcfealed the
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I know that
(Mountaineer coach)
Don Nehlen feels
they will be as good
or better defensively.
That concerns me,
particularly in an
early game.

— Osborne
NU football coach

9 —

Mountaincers in the Sugar Bowl.

“Last ycar, | thought West Virginia
had a great defensive [ootball team,”
Osborne said. “They had a lot of speed
and were a very aggressive team, |
know that (Mountaincer coach) Don
Nehlen feels they will be as good or
belter defensively. That concerns me,
particularly in an carly game.

“If they can play great defense and
have greatkicking, which they should,
I think they should be a very strong
football team to deal with.”

But this year's version ol West
Virginia still has some unanswered
questions, mainly about the starting
quarterback job.

The Mountaincers will apparently
use two quarterbacks, Eric Boykinand
Chad Johnston, in the KickofT Classic.

Osborne said Wesl Virginia should
be solid with cither one,

“My understanding is that physi-

See CLASSIC on 11
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Kickoff Classic
Sunday, 1p.m.
TV: ABC
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Alumnae match to begin season

From Staff Reports

DN graphic

Noth said the alumnae team planned to prac-

The Nebraska volleyball tcam begins its 1994
season by playing some past Cornhusker greats in
?\Satunlayal?':m p.m.atthe NU

analumnae maic
Coliseum.

The alumnae team, made up of 14 past Husker
players, will have five former All-Americans,
mcr:dingmimntwﬂeyballcmchcsVnINovnk

and Cathy Noth,

Last scason the Huskers had nine All-Ameri-
cans retumn, but this season only Eileen Shannon,
Stephanie Thater, Novak, Kathi DeBoer

) and Noth will participate.

Nine other Husker players will join the five
All-Americans (o help fill out the alumnae roster.

W

the match.

that can give the Huskers a

make Nebraska volleyball.”

tice beforehand so it could be better prepared for

Noth, who is in charge of putting together the
alumnae team, said this season
trouble getting a competitive team logether.

“It was a little difTicult getting people togeth-
er,” Noth said. “We just hope we can have a tcam

Noth, who played with the Huskers from 198 -
84, said having successful alumnae come back
and play showed the quality of the Nebraska

Travis Heying/DN
Husker cornerback Barron Miles takes a water break after practice. Miles will be Icgoln&home
to Ng: geruy to play in front of numerous family members and friends at the Kickoff Classic

on Sunday.

Mountaineer coach praises NU

By Mitch Sherman
Senior Reporter

Aﬂcrli.%cninilchsl Virginiacoach
Don Nehlen talk about his team’s up-
coming game against Nebraska in the
KickofT'Classic, you get the feeling that
he likes this year's Cornhusker team,

During the past few days, Nehlen
has come up with a variety of ways lo
commend Nebraska.

“Regardless of how you cut il,”
Nehlen said, “you have to pay (Nebras-
ka) the highest respect. They have the
best football program in the nation over
the last 10 to 15 years. Nobody, even
Notre Dame as good as ‘they are, has
matched Nebraska's consistency.

“And this year Nebraska isoncof the
top one, two or three teams in the
nation.”

Nehlen not only praised the
Combhuskers but also applauded Ne-
braska coach Tom Osborne.

“Tom Osbome should be anabsolute
walking genius and god out there,” he
said. “When you read their press guide,
it’s almost unbelievable. My hat’s ofTto
their program.”

Nehlen isn’t too bad of a coach
himself. In 14 seasonsat West Virginia,
the nation's 13th most winning active
coach has racked uparecord of 103-56-
4. He has guided the Mountaineers 10
cight bowls and two undefeated regular

Sunday’s | p.m. gamc in East
Rutherford, N.J., marks the first meet-
ing between No, 3 Nebraskaand No. 23

— 66

Regardless of how you cut it, you have to pay
(Nebraska) the highest respect. They have the
best football program in the nation over the last
10 to 15 years. Nobody, even Notre Dame as
good as they are, has matched Nebraska’s

consistency.
— Nehlen
West Virginia football coach
-
West Virginia. However, he said Nebraska's tcam
Even with all of Nebraska's talent, was not a whole lot different. -

Nehlen said, the Mountaincers are not
intimidated by the Huskers.

“We know that Nebraska is a great
tcam,” Nehlen said. “And they could
beal any lop tleam, bul we never go into
a game trying 0 just match up, We go
in trying to win i..”

The Mountaineers did a lot of win-
ning a year ago. They went 11-0 in the
regular season before losing 1o Florida
41-7 in the Sugar Bowl.

Nehlen shied away [rom questions
about last season. Despite the act that
many ¢ thought Nebraska and
West Virginia should have squared ofI'
in a national championship game last
year, Nehlen said Sunday’s game had
nothing to do with 1993,

“This isn’t last year’s game,” he
said. “We have a different team, and
they have a different tcam.”

“They have most of their key guys
back,” Nehlen said. “It was obvious
from lookingatlast year’sOrange Bowl
that Nebraska was a great tcam, Florida
Stale wass tobe so muchbelter
than everybody else, and Nebraska was
every bil as (alented as them.”

One lalented player with whom (he
Mountaincers will have 1o contend is
Nebraska quarterback Tommic Frazier,
Nehlen said.

Based primarily on film from the
Orange Bowl, in wf\:ich the Huskers lost
to the Seminoles 18-16, Nehlen said
Frazier was deserving of high praisc.

“l see their main strength as they
have a third-year quarterback coming
back whovery well couldbe the Heisman
TrophJ winner,” Nehlen said. “He's
gotitall, andhe’s gota great supporling
cast

NU quarterback transfers

From Staff Reports

e had some

day.,
run.” Wayne

The list of scholarship quarierbacks on the
Nebraska football team has shrunk totwoafller
Jon Elder transferred to Wayne State on Tues-

State coach Dennis Wagner said
Elder, a 6-fool-3, 195
Sioux City, lowa, call

day evening and told the eoach that he wanted

freshman (rom
Wagner's home Mon-

volleyball program. 1o leave the Comhuskers. ) Nebraska's, because we run a very similar set

“I'sen ing o our players 10 know that “I was really and excited when 1 10 what he did at Sioux City West,” Wagner
five to 10 years later, they can still play vol found out that Jon had called,” Wagner said.  said. “Jon is a great athlete, but he just didn't
ball,” she said. “It gives some mmﬁw we m; “Heasked il we werestillinterestedinhim,and - .feel comfo running the option.”

I told him he was more than welcome here.”
Elderdidn’t feel comfortablewith the Husker
offense and was having second thoughts about
wailing in line for several years (o have a shot
al the starting job, Wagner
Wagner said he expecied Elder, who must
sitoutayear, loadjustquickly o Wayne State's
one-back, four-wide receiver offensive scl.
“For Jon, | am sure he will be much more
comfortable with our offense than he did with

said.




