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Pavementfor pizza
UNIL fails in attempt to repay neighbor

It seems almost ironic that 17 years of pizza, pasta and pesto were
replaced by 17 asphalt parking stalls at the comer of 13th and Q
streets.

After nearly two years of threatened demolitions and last-minute
reprieves, daVinci's finally met its maker in May.

The only folks to benefit from the restaurants’ razing are 17
fortunate university faculty and staff members who can temporarily
park in the Area 10 lot. The rest of the university and downtown
community who first enjoyed Pontillo’s and later daVinci's are left
hun,

Bglu?thc university, which eventually plans to tum the lot into a
grand entrance to City Campus, had a chance to pay daVinci's back
this summer when a spot in the Nebraska Union food court opened up.

DaVinci’s lost again when a nationally franchised restaurant was
awarded the bid over the locally owned and operated store,

Never mind what daVinci’s has given to the Lincoln community.

In the past 10 years, the restaurant has served Easter dinner to more
than 5,000 homcless people, according to co-owner Kent Knudson.

That community spirit apparently couldn’t cut through the universi-
ty burcaucracy.

“You can't change the rules on the bids,” said Darryl Swanson,
director of the Nebraska Unions.

We all want to see the university grow and prosper. And at times
that means turning businesses and property into parking lots, perform-
ing art centers and parks. But UNL had a chance UNL had to repay a
community neighbor, and it let them down.

Safe housing
New officers worth added cost

On Feb., 25, 1994, a man entered an unlocked door at Alpha Chi
OaﬁSomrity.MhiswaywaM‘ room, hid in a closet and
wa

Luckily, the suspect fled soon after, but not until one woman
suffered cuts and bruises to her face.

With the addition of two new community service officers and

patrol routes to include greek houses at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln, such incidents may not have to be repeated.

University Police Chief Ken Cauble said the ncw officers and routes

were added becausc campus administrators wanted more security on

campus.

The greek system will pay a total of $8,000 annually to help cover
new expenses.
Though it is sad such

the change will undoubtedly be worth the cost.
Cauble said the ity service officers, unlike police officers,

are unarmed and cannot make arrests. The officers must ask for the
house dircctor's permission to walk through sororitics and must alert

Cauble said the new officers were added to increase campus safety
and not to catch students drinking in greck houses. If, in the meantime
the presence of the new officers encourages more responsiblc behavior,
the added security will be a plus.

All in all, the additional officers and expanded patrol routes scemto

benefit everyone.
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Where I come from, crime is
common. So common, in fact, that
mosl incidents go unmentioned — or
worse, unnoticed. | suppose that’s
bound to happen when you put 8
million people next to each other.

But with all the murders and rapes
and every other conceivable inhu-
mane act that occurs in Chicago,
none of the violence affected me.

Two weeks ago, the random
disbursement of misfortune caught up
with my family and paid us a most
peculiar visit. Like all the strange
events that seem to find their way into
my life, it could have been worse.

On the night of Aug. 9, ina
church parking lot three blocks from
my house and just one block from a
police station, an undercover officer
arresied a man on charges of trying o
arrange the murder of my sister.

Al 3 a.m. we received a phone call
from police informing us of the arrest
and the details involved. The man
was in custody, and the potential for
harm was eliminated, but the police
would send a car around our block
throughout the night — just in casc.

I've learned that a person plotting
10 kill usually knows his or her
victim. In this casc, the man in
question was someone we knew; in
fact, he had been close to our family,
Surprisingly to us, though maybe not
to you, the man arrested was my
sister’s ex-boyfriend.

His name is Kevin Schwall, and if
you lived in the Chicago area or if
you waiched WGN on cable, you
would recognize the name. He has
become a household conversation
piece — not only for what he was
charged but also for what he is: a
young, white male who lives in a
prominent North Shore suburb,

Kevin is educated (the high school

Sister.

On the night of Aug. 9, in a church
parking lot three blocks from my

| hotise and just one block from a

| police station, a man was arrested by
an undercover officer on charges of
trying to arrange the murder of my

he attended consistently is ranked

among the best in the country, and he
was (0 attend Loyola University at

Chicago in the fall), disciplined (he
has worked after school since eighth
grade) and respected by his peers and
clders. This is what has everyone in
the arca dumbfounded. According to
many locals, this sort of thing doesn’t
happen in their neighborhood.

Since this whole thing began, ['ve
noticed a certain attitudc about crime
that exists in many Caucasian minds
that is both naive and stupid. Horrible
things aren’t limited to black,
Hispanic, poor, inner-city neighbor-
hoods. My family has found that out
firsthand.

We are fortunate — my sister
especially — that the possible hit was
prevented. The thought of what might
have been can keep you up at night.
meiflnlulfwndllegﬂhnm?
What if he had decided to do it
himself?

He has been behind bars up until
last Thursday. That day his parents
put their house on the line to make
Kevin's $50,000 bail. He can’t leave
the house, but he lives fewer than 10
blocks away.
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method he is charged with
mphnhum\’mm.“:'
said he wanted not only my sister

killed but also his 7-month-old child,
which she was carrying. He told the
police during that he
didn’t want to be a father. | guess al
any price.

The police have it all on videotape
and audio tapc. How he wanted it to
look like a robbery attempt because
she worked late at a restaurant. How
he wanited her shot in the stomach so,
just in case she lived, the baby
definitely would be killed. He said he
didn’t want a drive-by — oo
uncertain. And it had 1o be done by
the 12th of the month — the day he
was 10 begin child support responsi-
bilities.

Itmbwnhxmmenﬂy
not wanting 1o take
hnmhu.huntlwﬁumbmh
morc — the unborn child’s rights, for
instance. The way we try lo make
:::leupmyullofﬂcmg

them. The
breakdown of the family unit in
America.

Kevin has 25 to 50 years, if
convicted, to think about what he did
and where he went wrong. My sistcr
has two months to think of a way (0
tell her child that its father is charged
with trying to steal away its life.
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