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ration, including former chair-

man and CEO Lew Lehr, were
at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Tuesday toannounce the appointment
of a nationally recognized AIDS re-
searcher (o 3M/Lew Lehr En-
dowed Chair in Genetics at UNL.

In a ceremony at the Wick Alumni
Center,Charles Wood, currently head
ofthe Divisionof Neurovirology atthe
University of Miami, was appointed
to the position, pending val by
the Board of Regents. He will take the
positionat the George W. Beadle Cen-
ter for Biotechnology Rescarch when
the center opens next year. The chair
was created by a $1 million donation
from 3M ion.

Jack Morms, director of the UNL
School of Biological Sciences, said
3M wasn’ ldu’ugf volved in genet-
ics research,and were no strings
attached to the endowment. The cor-
poration’s selection of UNL for the
endowment was Lehr's decision.

“3M traditionally provsdu an en-
dowmcmd forlheluimgcm Morris
sai

heuhra.l a native of Elgin, X
chemical en meenngigmenlt
Universit dsNehruh.Headmled
curiosit research and
nized the importance of genetic re-
search, Morris said. Lehr’s interest in
research and his support of UNL al-
lowed the university to attract Wood,
who has done significant research
about HIV, the virus that causes AIDS.

Wood said he accepted the posilion
at UNL because it provided an “oppor-
tumtytohnldamndloallmcl

othcrmvallwnu
Much of oodsfowuulhege—

netics chairwill beon HIV, Wood said
he has been involved in HIV research
since the virus was discovered and has
helped engineer products used to
screen blood.
l:glid fmofmﬁgdn for his
pmlm will be one of Wood’s main

S BoaidiBidymEHIV, hé hee dchc

T opexecutivesof the 3M Corpo-

Virologist appointed
UNL genetics chair

genetic research on a bovine immun-
odeficiency virus, Vice Chancellor for
Research Priscilla Grew said.

“Hisresearch involves both human
and animal viruses. We see this as an
ideal lhmibecau%c he’ll bring togeth-
er research from east campus and city
campus,” she said.

Grew'soffice ns;lzvmmollngrewarch
linkages betweenall of NU’s campus-
es, and the nature of Wood's work will
help strengthen the research relation-
ship between UNL and UNMC, she
said.

“There is strong HIV rescarch at
UNMC," Morris said. “For the past 2
or 3 years, we've had an informal
virologists meeling between campus-
es. There will be opportunities with
the Beadle Center to bring all of the
arcas of virology together.”

Recmmngsomeonchkel)r Wood
is very important,” he said. “He’s not
exclusively an AIDS virologist. He
works on the molecular huﬁogy of
HIV as well as the bovine immunode-
ficiency virus. A key here is the kind
of research we cxpect to do in the
Beadle Center is how human and an-
imal genes work."”

Wood will also bring more grant

ities to UNL.

“The major funding at UNL is from
the USDA, but that is shrinking. We
need to bring researchers in like
Charles Wood so we can bring in
funding from other agencies,” Morris
said. “He has grants lo work on HIV
and the human herpes virus in excess
of $1 million,”

Most of that funding is from the
National Cancer Institute and from
Ihe National Institute of Health. Ac-

nslothe 1992-93 Annual Report
of the Office of Sponsored Programs,

NL received no funding from either
oflheac agencies last year,

More graniopportunities may mean
more researchers, and the strength of
UNL'’s program is based on the re-
search community, Morris said.

“Our institution isn’t big enough

OF strong enough (o be a number one
“research university, but we can have

auliofemcllcnoe he said. “We're
gdung there.”
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Larry Freeland sails away his afternoon at Holmes Lake.

Earth to catch glimpse of comet colliding with Jupiter

By Paula Lavigne Levy, approached Jupiter in 1992 and  will intermittently hit the solar sys- ters indiameler, the comet is 1oo small
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