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‘Mikey can’t find his way. He fervently desires friends, fortune
and fame. He is aimlessly wandering in search of a better way
of life. Find this way at the. . .

Nebrakan
The Daily Nebraskan is accepting applications for news, sports
and arts & entertainment reporting positions for the fall.
Freshmen are encouraged to apply. Pick up an application
today at the Daily Nebraskan office -- 34 Nebraska Union.

UNL does not discriminate in its acudemic, admissions or employment
programs and abides by all Federal regulations pertaining to the same.

That’s how Judith Kriss, director
of the Women’s Center at the Univer-
sity of Nebraska-Lincoln, describes
the issue of safet‘y. ;

Awareness of one’s surroundings
can create safety, she said, fear will
not.

“That split second that we might
have the chance 1o run, to scream, to
get ourselves out of the most critical
point — awareness will give us that
opportunity,” she said.

Ina 1988 national study, UNL was
found to be the safest campus when it
came to violent crime, UNL Police

1. Kalkowski said.
Cplnl.%rg‘ a study cited in a 1990
Lincoln Journal article reported that
UNL was the only university of those
studied with no reports of violent
crimes.

While Kalkowski said he had not
seen a real change in the number of
crimes ried, does not seem
to enjoy that elite status anymore,

vl;fum the Daily Nebraskan re-
ceived from UNL Police Director Ken
Cauble’s office detailed a different

According to the 1992 Big Eight
police reports, UNL ranks third in the
number of forcible rapes as a percent-
age of student ion.

Bysimilarmeasures, UNL was first
in robberies and larcenies, third in
minor thefl, sixth in burglaries and
¢ighth in assaults,

The University of Colorado, the
University of Oklahoma and the Uni-
versity of Kansas ranked first in these

But there is dlsagreemen

re i 1 about
whether safety has deteriorated, or if
there's been an improvement in re-
porting crimes.

Sharon Wacker, administrative
assistant to Cauble, said UNL'’s hi

. numbers could be attributed o a d

partmentattitude that pushes students
o crimes,

“I'don’t know that there is an in-
crease (at UNL), but people are more

aware and rt(crimes) a lot more,”
Wacker said. “We (UNL police) are
very honest with our L

UNL offers legal services

By Angela Jones
Staff Reporter

Even with mom and 'dad hours
away, students still have someone 10

 help them out of trouble.

ASUN Student Services Cen-
ter offers students legal advice
and representation. Legal services are
funded by student fees at a rate of
$1.64 per student per semester. The
only additional cost students might
have is if there is a court fee,

Karen A. Steinauer, attorney at
law with Student Legal Services, said
that legal services are available to any
student who is registered for a class at
the t'i::n the m;:a is filed.

3 8 18 are not poor enough
to be able to use a public defender, and
they don’t have enough money to hire
an attorney,” Steinauer said, “We fill
that for students.”

ast fiscal year, the center han-
dled 1289 cases. Forty percent of
those cases dealt with criminal misde-

Kalkowski said he believed that
while reporting had improved, it
wasn’t enou&h to justify the increase.

In the 10 years UNL has had a
crime prevention unit, he said, police
have pleaded with the campus com-
munity to report crimes. But for the
most part, police have been ignored.

“We are still fighting a very solidly
entrenched ‘it can’t happen to me’
attitude,” Kalkowski said. “You can’t
really say it's a real push that’s start-
cd.

In the past two years, UNL has
added 36 safety phones (with plans for
more), a campus escort service for city
campus, and classes educating stu-
dents about awareness and self de-
fense.

But even though UNL officials are
doing more to improve the campus,
the perception of safety is deteriorat-
ing, Kriss said.

Part of the reason might be an
incident two years ago, when Candice
Harms, a UNL freshman, was abduct-
ed, raped and murdered, Kriss said.

“That one incident certainly raised
not only consciousness, bul aware-
ness, and made all of us much more
aware of our own safety,” Kriss said.
“I think it brought the university to a
whole other level of concern,”

Kalkowskisaid some campuscrime
can be attributed to the proximity of
downtown and the size of Lincoln.

“I’s a little of both (the university
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Is: Awareness key to safety

3"‘1 Lizwoln community),” he saig.

There’s no magic| ry that sep-
arates the university from any other
part of the city.”

The Uniform Crime Report (UCR),
a separate set of numbers (hy

/skireports to the FBI, showeq
a drop in some crimes from 1992 1,
1993, while others rose significantly,

Arson and third degree sexual as.
saults dropped slightly according to
the UCR, while burglary increased
from 35 to 59. Motor vehicle thefi
doubled, as did larceny theft, which
t all reports last year at 978,

increased slightly in the UCR,
while aggravated assaults rose from
one 1o 44,

Kalkowski said the difference be-
tween the two sets of numbers was thal
the UCR had a different system in
classifying offenses.

As Lincoln grows, Kriss said, safe-
ty (Ihngcm are sure to become more
real.

“The campus can be as safe as safe
as can be,” she said. “But you crossR
Street and you're in another safety
zone.”

The perception of how safe an area
is, however, is different for everyone,

Kalkowski said the best way for
people to protect themselves and stay
safe is to use their head.

“The minute youstart thinking you
can’t be a victim is the exact minute
that you indeed can,” he said.

| g

meanors such as DW1, Minor in Pos-
session, Disturbing the Peace, and
Assault and battery, Steinauer said.
The S%m Legal Services’ attor-
pro court representation (o
students who have been charged with
a misdemeanor in Lancaster County
but not felonies, Steinauer said, Any
febnyclﬂrges..ormildenmorcht]-
es that are outside of Lancaster Coun-
ty, must be dealt with by a private
attorney or public defender, she said.
~ The center also helps students get
involved with pre-trial diversion pro-
grams, where the student does com-
vent sdenis from Having o
enls ving a crimi
record, Steinauer said, - o
 The center does not handle cases
mvo!vmﬁ‘pen'oml. injury, cases in-
volvi university, or any student
“'A:mou:;hm' f the
most of the students that
use Student Legal Services are al-
ready involved in a case, the center
also helps students with preventive

pre-  students

~James Mehsing/DN
for students

Many students are not aware of the
many different laws, and this being 8
b:}gucity.nlolmofthmlawsm
enforced, Steinaver said

The center ‘and distrib-
utes a Student Services H;-l;
o - !
infunndhgxptho laws that affect them
ﬂnmmMoOkhlnsi?b!g

tudents at the Student Legal Servi
zlmm Ioau:d_ in room 335 in the
Student Union. -

Steinauer said she and the other

attomeys at the center don’t want

nis to feel intimidated to comein
and meet Theattorneysare
here to p 4 service (o a class of
people ho normally would gg




