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Clinton could make MTV sizzle

had a rare chance to waich

President Clinton in action last

night. I read about him all the
time, but I haven’t seen him for a
while.

This is probably because the only
station I walch is MTV,

I have no choice. 1 only have lime
to waich television for 15 minutes
every day while I'm getting ready for
class.

Fifteen minutes doesn’t leave much
room for choice. I've tried waltching
“The Real Ghostbusters” instead, but
I get caught up in the plot. I'm too
distracted to make sure myshoes maich
my blouse, and I end up late for class.

I wake up toolate to catchmorning
news shows, and | can never find
CNN (I’ve looked twice), so I'm lefl
with MTV.

Actually'mleft with“MTV Jams,”
hosted by constantly awe-struck VJ
Bill Bellamy,

Taking dailydosesof “MTV Jams”
has its side effects, such as walking
around humming Ace of Base all day
and always feeling the urge to say,
“Who you calling a bitch?”

But I can handle any UNL-sized
problem after starting every single
morning with Snoop Doggy Dog and
Menthos commercials.

I’m ready foranything—a broken
heel, sneaking into a rock concert or
crossing a bufyslrcel. A few minutes
of “Jams™ helps me kick off my days
with a little attitude — helps me be a
real freshmaker.

Our nation’s leader doesn’t usu-
ally show up on “MTV Jams." | wish
hedid. I'dlike tosee Bill Bellamy take
on the president.

“Clinton’s in the how-owse! Yea-
ah! Youare the man. The MAN. Look

at that tie. Poo-yah! That tie’s gol the.

funk. Ooglie woomp. Yeca-ah! How'd
you get so, so, you are the MAN!
Woomp!”

He'd be so excited, he'd be inar-
ticulate, more excited even than when
he interviewed En Vogue (bul not as
sioked as ‘when he talked to Janet
Yackson and her dancers).
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There may be some initial
arguments between him and
Adam Curry about who would
get to be called “that big hair
guy,” but after a while they’d
smooth things out.

~ Clinton was speaking at an MTV

“Enough is Enough” forum. Teeny-
boppers and twenty—somethings like
mysellasked the presidentabout things
that matter to people like them and
me.

“What's your favoritc song?”

“Do you keep a diary?”

The president was in good form,
although he might have had ona little
loo much pancake makeup.

Clinton announced to the crowd of
acne-fighting American youth that he
would probably run forpresident again
in 1996,

Now ['m not about to comment on
whether Clinton should or should not
runor howhe’sdoing so far, But IF he
shouldbe in need ofemp tcome
January of 96, | think he should go to
the people who helped him get where
he is now.

MTV.

Clinton’s appearance on MTV be-
forc hiselection won him many young
votes. Afier helping him get the most
miserable job of his life, the network
should feel responsible for him if he
gets fired.

Clinton would make an excellent
VJ. He'd fit right in. He's a “money
for nothin’, chicks for free” kind of
guy. There may be some initial argu-
ments between him and Adam Curry
about whowould get to be called “that

big hair guy,” but afier a while they’'d MTV

smooth things out.

He probably wouldn’t be “MTV
Jams™ material, but it’s a big network
\&ilh plenty of room for former presi-

nts.

They’re about tostart a new season
on “The Real World.” He'd have to
remember not to play his sax every
night when he gets home from the
bars. But he could be the official cute
Southern person.

Clinton would be right at home in
MTV'slate-night format. He could be
thepresidentof*“Alternative Nation,”

Can you imagine Clinton and
Kennedy (get it?) doing their thing
together?

“Ew Bill, stop licking me. You
suck. Eww.”

Maybe he's not glam enough to be
a V. Besides, being a video jockey
takes some skill.

You have to be able to pretend you
actually sit through every video and
commercial and say things like “Oh,
we're back already?” (I think that’s
why they had to fire Nina Blackwood.
Couldn’t cut the mustard.)

Clinton might be more the “MTV
News" type. Uglyand boring, but able
to talk about ultimately trivial things
as if they really matter.

Maybe he could find a home on
“Head Bangers Ball.” He and Ricki
Rachtman kind ofhave the same hair.
A few lattoos, a pierced nipple here
and there.

If he could stay away from those
juicy “The Grind” dancers, he might
have a long and fruitful career at

Lil;:e Martha Quinn.
Rowell Is » junior news-editorial, adver-

tising and English major and the Dally Ne-
braskan opinion page editor.

Drug stigma can’t

F ormer drug users have no cred-
ibility in this socicly, and it
stinks to high heaven. The

subject of previous illegal drug use is

taboo.

It can be social and political sui-
cide 1o admit lo it. Becausc of the
stigma attached to it, a lot of former
users have to remain in the closet,
where no one belongs.

Wereatpreviousdrug abuserslike
AIDS victims, We don’t wanl them
around us, bul we always wanl o
know “how” someone got il. Why
does it matter?

What really matters is whether you
care. The ability to care is an-impor-
tant human quality that canonly make
society better. Noone can say that onc
person is better qualified to offer help
or carc more or less than another

rson.

I recently had g conversation with
a parent aboul teaching his children
aboutdrugs. He said hischildren knew
he was a former “pothead.” He was
worried that he had no credibility
because of this, .

He told me his children's friends
were also aware of his previous use.
This raises a question | have feared for
a long time.

Can the '70s generation of drug
users tell the next generation about
how not 1o use illegal drugs?

Not everyone from the '70s used
drugs. Most people didn’t. However,
those people are parents with teen-
agers now.

Allchildren needto be taught about
drugs, not just the children of former
users.

* Otherwise, our stigma of former
drug use leaves the children of former
users up the creek.

I'm not sosure it matters who used
them and who didn'l.'Dlrrugs poison

, nol your soul, lla person is
mu oreusing drugs, they' lHlikely
still be an ass during and after the
drug abuse slops,

There is no rule of thumb that
determines someone’s worthbased on

! be shaken

Those concerned about the
damage drugs do to society
should not fall into the trap that
says, “If you used drugs in the
past, you can’t be as credible
as those who did not.”

previous use of illegal drugs.

Those concerned about the dam-
age drugs do (o society should not fall
(i’nlo the trap that says, “If you used

rugs in the past, can't be as
cnxﬁ:vle as thoge wmid not.”

The fact is, most people don't use
drugs and never will. However, previ-
ous drug use doesn’t stop someonc
from having a family. Nordoes it slop
the former user from caring. If previ-
ous drug use is a reason not to listen to
someone, lots of young users have no
one at home to which to talk.

Society doesn't openly accept the
former user. It is nol sale 1o admil
previousdrug abuse, There is too dark
a cloud placed over the head of some-
one who admits 1o il.

Meeting the needs ol present dru
users is a lall order. Drug users nee
all the help they can get, -

Iworkedat a substance abuse treat-
ment center for almosi two years, and
believe me, addicts don’t care from
where the help is coming. Only that it
comes. And if it doesn't come, weall
suflfer,

1 learned that my being clean and
sober did not especially qualify me o
work with addicts. 1 found that what
maliers is whcw:rdxou give a damn,

Just like' the addict, who must at

point care enough 10 quit, the
carc giver musi care enough Lo care,

1 often heard people say things like
“Wow, (hat's a great job you're doing
with those homeless drug addicts ...
Itwas as if, | did a “greal job” simply

some

because | was doing it.

It reminds me of the way we call
people in wheelchairs “cou
aﬁparenl.lyforsimplybcingina wheel-
chair,

We assume that it must be coura-
geous, but how can we ever know for
surc? How can we be so sure a former
addict can’t be credible?

Few people ask about the cxperi-
ence of the addicl. Few people really
understand life as an addict or life in
a wheelchair, Bul for some reason, the
person in the wheelchair is coura-
geousand the drug counselor is doing
a great thing.

What ifa person has AIDS, isina
wheelchair and is a former addict?
Our society, would see them as a
coura person, lacking credibil-
ity who — sshhh — might have con-
tracied AIDS by weird sex. It's bi-
zarre how vexing the stigmas we at-
tach to less fortunate people can be,

ltseems|ike a lot ofeffort goesinto
not speaking to the issues. In terms of
drug abuse, we need 'sin-
put, especially from former
and their families. !

Weneed (o talk about “it.” Without
doing that, we're blowing a lot of air
alaproblem that needs substance, not
rhetoric. By routinely discrediting
former users, we may take away a
child's desire Lo ﬁ 1o his or her par-
ents for help. Is that what we want?

Shanks is » graduste student and a Dally [

Nebraskan columnist.
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$150% off

If you live off-campus and want to come back to the conveniences of
on-campus housing next year, bring in this coupon and we'll give you
the form so you can take $150 off your bill next year. =

For more information, contact University Housing, 472-3561
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\\*  STORAGE

6000 S.

S56th 600 N. 66th

2601 N. 27th

423-3003

COMMAND

O~

A FULL SERVICE HAIR AND TANNING SALON
Anniversary Sale

: Stop in Saturday, April 23rd

Haircuts $9.00
Tanning $24.95
(12 visits or 1

month Unlimited)
offer expires May 7th

HOT 053

for one-day specials.

*Froggy 105 live broadcast (11-2)

*FREE Food (11-2)

*FREE Scruples in-salon
conditioning service (9-3)

*FREE drawings

*SAVE up to 40% on all tanning
products

467-3625

Galeway North, just
cast of J.C. Penney

CASH IN YOUR

TEXTBOOKS

City Campus:

April 25 - April 28  £:30-5:30

April 29 8:30-5:00

May 2 & May 4 8:30-5:30

May 3 & May 5 8:30-6:00

May 6 8:30-5:00

East Campus:

April 29 9:00-4:30
ay 2 -May6 9:00-4:30

2 LOCATIONS:
Lower Level
Nebraska Union
Garden Level

East Union
* Sex buying dates and times sbove

1 out

Every third resident is coming back to live in
the residence halls next year.

Join your friends, earn higher grades, and take advantage

of the conveniences on-campus housing offers. You can

receive a $150 discount for next year.

University Housing
1100 Seaton Hall
472-3561
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