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Heated-legislation
Crime bill should be carefully examined
in the United States today. Crime is out of control. People

T don't feel safe, and they want their representatives in
government to do something to protect them.

Nebraska is no different. The cry for stricter laws was heard in
this year’s legislative session. But LB 1351 — the adult crime bill
— never made it past the first stage of floor consideration.

The bill was endorsed by both Gov. Ben Nelson — a Democrat
— and Attorney General Don Stenberg — a Republican.

Stenberg said Monday that Nelson should call for a special
legislative session to deal with crime. Nelson didn’t refuse to hold a
special session, but he didn’t promise one. He accused Stenberg of
“grandstanding” on the issuc.

Crime is such a heated issuc that it is difficult to sort through
the politics of the issue. Everyone in Nebraska would like to be
safer. But would a special session accomplish that?

One of the arguments against the crime bill is that it would cost
too much to implement. The Associated Press reported that some
lawmakers were concerned it could cost more than $100 million.

And LB1351 is not guaranteed to bring safety and tranquility to
Nebraska.

If the bill were a certain solution, then Nelson should call a
special session and push to have it passed. But since it’s not. the
best solution would be for the Legislature to consider it during its
regular session next year, Crime is too important an issuc to be
rushed through a special session in the heat of summer.

Just do it

Jeremy Fitzpatrick
Rainbow Rowell
Adeana Leftin
Todd Cooper

Jefl Zeleny

Sarah Duey
William Lauer

here is good reason that crime is the hottest political issuc

United States should set Bosnian policy
ometimes, it seems that government would work better if it
S mimicked a commercial for athletic shoes. Everyone would
be healthy, wealthy, tall and famous. And if something
necded to be done, they would just do it.

This has certainly been the case with the United.States, the
United Nations and NATO's dealings with the three warring
groups in the former Yugoslavia.

Although the United States and its allies have said they would
like to help stop the fighting in the arca, they have yet to set any
clear policy.

It's truc that international policies should be flexible, but there's
a difference between flexible and wishy-washy.

If they arc going to use military force, they should. If they are
going to call a someplace a ““safe arca,” then they should keep it
safc.

But onc day they will, and one day they won't. One day they say
they will, and then they don’t. The next day they won’t. and then
they do.

Like a child who can’t decide whether or not he will play outside
or in, our nation needs a frustrated mother to shout, “In or out? For
heaven's sake, make up your mind!”

There is no more time to debate. We need a clear, sound policy.
a plan, even if it means scrapping everything we've come up with
so far.

If the American people cannot follow what their country is
doing. why should the Bosnian Serbs take U.S. threats seriously?
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Landscape

1'm sorry o be the one o inform
you, but parking rate increases and
green space are just minor changes
that the University of Ncbraska-Lin-
coln has in store for you.

A representative [rom Campus
Landscapes Scrvices gave a presenla-
tion to my Horticulture 160 class that
included past, presentand future plans
for the universily layoul. Plans that
have been in the making since the
1970s 1o push parking out and push
acsthetics in.

Parking is slowly being moved 1o
the perimeter and an ultra-modern
shuttle system will be implemented.
Butdid youknow that current parking
lots and recreational fields are prime
building sites for a growing univer-
sity? In fact, someday students may
have 10 cope with ofT-campus recre-
ational ficlds somewhere in west Lin-
coln. It seems even our dear Broyhill
Founlain, a massive eyesore Lo cam-
pus landscapers, will eventually have
10 go.

Now all of these plans are not
going to happen while you are gone
for the summer. In fact, they hinge on
the cooperation of local neighbor-
hoods, the Army Corps of Engineers
and the Legislature,

Sounless the students of UNL band
togetherand throw amajorkink in the
works, | belicve thal some minor
squawking over a 100 percent park-
irhg rate increase will have little orno
cffect on future plans.

Ofcourse, Andrew Loudon doesn’t
have any specific plans because, for-

tunately for the administration, we as -

students have a high turnoverrate. No
group of students 1s here long enough
to combal plans thal were started de-
cades ago.

I would love 10 be able 10 park
where itis convenient for me. | would
alsolove tospend my time lighting lor
your rights. Unfortunately, there is
life after UNL, and | need an educa-
tion, Itis time forus to lake advantage
of the excellent opportunily we have
1o gain higher learning, Not everyone
has the chance to come (o college.
Don’t waste your opportunitics fight-
ing over things that don't matter in
the greater scheme of things.

Sarah J. Bahr
Selleck Residence Hall president

Loudon

In response to Mark Byars’ letier
(DN, April 15, 1994): Andrew
Loudon, Association of Students of
the University of Nebraska president,
was supposed 1o write letters to all of
the residence hall presidents apolo-
gizing forhis illegal campaign. Byars
took responsibility for the letters not
being mailed because he had not given
Loudon a list of the hall presidents.

LETITERS 1O THE EDITOR

Even if the Electoral Commission
failed 1o betimely, Loudon, not Byars,
i1s still responsible for writing the let-
ters, 1L 1S just no excuse.

Il Loudon was so concerned aboul
apologizing for his illegal campaign,
he could have done more than ask
Byars foralistof names. In [act, there
are many waysloacquire these names,
the casicst being walking up the stairs
directly outside the ASUN olfTice to
the Residence Hall Association office
and asking for one. If this was oo
complicated, calling to request a list
would have been just as effective.

The residents of Abel Hall and |
Just want to hear Loudon say, “I'm
sorry. [tis my fault. | am responsible,
not my supporters, not the Electoral
Commission.” It would be nice 1o
know that he, who we elected to rep-
resent us, 1s concerncd about us, our
opinions and views.

Michelle Steinauer
Abel Reswdence Hall Association
president

James Mehsling/DN
Vegetarians

Iread Charlie Adkins’ letter to the
editor in Monday’s DN and couldn’t
stop laughing. Along with a lot of
other people, 1 like a good steak and
appreciale many of the things made
out of plastic.

Il everyone became vegelarians,
there wouldn't be the huge ranches
that house caitle, sheep and pigs.
Claiming the territory ol wild herbi-
vores wouldn’t be necessary. 1t takes
much less space Lo grow the vegetable
protcin than to grow the same amount
ol animal protein. Not only that, but
the agricultural space used to grow
animal feed could then be used 1o
grow food for human consumption,

And yes, the carth has been here
for a very long time, but it had never
had to contend with non-
biodegradeable garbage. Even the
garbage that is biodegradeable stays

for much longer than usual because
the microbes that normally break it
downneversee the inside ofa landfill,

As far as pesticides and other
chemicals used in agriculture, DDT
was dangerous, bul there are more
subtle killers in pesticides, too. Why
do you think they put warning labels
and salety precautions on the bottles
that anyone can buy at the garden
center?

I'm not saying that everyone who
cals meat or uses plastic and pesticide
should go 1o hell. After all, we are, as
Adkins said, “just another species.”
On the other hand, we are the species
withenough nuclear bombs to obliter-
ale the planet if we wanted lo,

No one said having intelligence
was casy, and 1U's up 10 us o respon-
sibly manage it. | hope that Adkins
wrole that letter as a joke. If not, he
should learn about something before
he writes aboul il.

Erin Nelson
junior
fine arts

‘No John Lennon’

Kurt Cobain was no John Lennon
— not because of lack of talent or
mass appeal, but because of the way
people are poking at Cobain’s death
as il he were a loser, druggie and one
who doesn’tdeserve to be the “icon of
our generation.”

What Cobain was to me and mil-
lions of his fricnds was extraordinary
and ordinary.

Extraordinary because his lyrics
and music ripped out our attention;
ordinary because we discovered he
was just one ofus—one ofthe people.

I remember watching him in
Omaha. | couldn’t take my eyes ofTol
him. He was justa man singing out his
heart, with a depth and honesty that |
had neverseenbefore. Hescreamed in
pain, wavered in confusion. People
who love his music love it for ils
intelligence mixed with insanity. You
don’t have an car for it; you just don’t
understand him. .

The fact is that he was trapped in
his pain — physical and mental —
and unfortunately fame. But mosl
importantly, his wifc and daughter
could not change this loss of the will
tolive. .

I've feltsuicidal before many times.
Counseling, God, family and friends
helped me out il it,

There are thousands whoneed help
now calling radio stations and hot
lines. Cobain did not create this feel-
mF of loss, but people see him and
rclate. Don't mock ?(url Cobain for
youare mocking depression, sadness,
solitude, compulsion, drug addiction
and death,

Alison Hays
junior
fine arts




