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Singapore sting 
Torture is extreme for spray-painting car 

Everyone 
in America — and many in the world — has 

become familiar with 18-ycar-old Michael Fay. Fay is the 
American in Singapore w ho made the mistake of spray- 

painting some cars. 

His 15 minutes of fame may have to come at the expense of a 

bamboo rod, administered six times. If Fay passes out during his 

punishment, he will be revived so he won't miss any ot the pain. 
Fay's punishment is unquestionably too harsh. The United 

Suites should protest the flogging, and President Clinton should do 

everything he can to have it stopped. The Middle Ages arc over, 

and torture should be as well. 
Some people in the United States have applauded Fay’s punish- 

ment. T hey believe that if the United Suites also beat up its crimi- 
nals, this would be a safer country. 

That is unlikely, but in a time when we are debating crime and 

punishment all over the United States. Fay's case raises important 
questions. 

Singapore is a safer country than the United Suites. And all 
Americans would like to see crime reduced. 

But what price are we willing to pay to have safer streets? Are 

we prepared to attempt to reduce crime by beating up teen-agers in 

public? And would it work if we did? 
Punishment in Singapore is one extreme. Punishment in the 

United States might be another. We arc too lenient on criminals 
and not concerned enough about victims. 

Perhaps a middle ground between our two systems would be 
best. We can undoubtedly get tougher on America’s worst offend- 
ers. But we should not make the mistake of tightening our crime 
laws to the point that they arc ridiculous. 

Grab a partner 
Safety walk not reflective of female fears 

Representatives from University of Ncbraska-Lincoln offices 
took a walk around campus at 4 a.m. Saturday to test how 
safe the campus was at night. 

Although the group, which included representatives from the 
Parking Advisory Committee, UNL police. Landscape Services 
and the Nebraska Union, noticed areas that could be improved, 
overall they perceived the campus as safe. 

Surprise, surprise. There were 13 of them, and 11 were men. 

Why wouldn’t they be safe? 
The perceptions of a female student alone at night would be 

radically different. Missing lights and a few dark areas that seem 

like a minor problem to a group of officials can be overwhelming 
to a lone traveller. 

Tom Johnson, a parking advisory representative, expressed his 
disappointment that no students showed up for the walk. Although 
a student’s viewpoint would be helpful, it is unrealistic to expect 
students to show up at 4 a.m. for a little-publicized administrative 
event. 

Students spend enough time on campus at night to know whether 
or not they feel safe. 

The biannual Safety Tour is a good idea, but participants must 
realize that the tour is not an exact replica of the student experi- 
ence. 

Students, especially female students, must realize that no matter 
what is done to improve UNL, the best way to stay safe on campus 
is to never be alone at night. 
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Attacks on UNL English unfair 
The English departmeni at the 

University of Nebraska-Lineoln has 
recently come under lire for its sup- 
posed no-brainer writing courses that 
involve littlemorc thanthc freewriting 
of trash and gathering together in 
small groups to gossip. 

These unfair generalizations have 
been ruthlessly and broadly cast around 
the offices of English professors on 

campus and have appeared in the lo- 
cal and campus papers. 

What frightened me more than see- 

ing these ideas in print was the fact 
that I heard people on campus — 

people I know and used to respect — 

agreeing with many of these ridicu- 
lous premises. 

This led me tothink theremightbe 
a grain of truth hidden behind these 
small-minded accusations. Are there 
some Engl ish professors out there w ho 
let students sit around, gossip about 
their social lives for their entire small 
group discussions and give them an 

easy A for spouting garbage in 
freewriting? 

It might be conceivable, although 
hardly “common knowledge.” that in 

some of the lower-level composition 
classes, professors allow uncoopera- 
tive students toget away with lacklus- 
ter work. But I think the majority of 
the blame lies on the students who are 

unwilling to participate in new types 
of cooperative learning. 

In recent years, there have been 
many changes made in the foundation 
of our educational system. A lot of 
people have grown up being used to a 

traditional education. 
Traditionally, the omniscient 

teacher would spout knowledge from 
her or his fountainhead into the near- 

empty receptacles of the students. Stu- 
dents were required to read the “right” 
books and wr itc t he “right way. G ram- 
mar was studied as a science, rather 
than practiced as a skill or an art form. 

Stop me or I’ll go on forever. 
Whenever changes are made, for 

Justice 
Responding to Sam Kepficld’s 

April 7 column was a difficult deci- 
sion. Naivete is generally best left to 

experience, as life can teach better 
than anyone. However, this article 
expresses a viewpoint that must not 

go unchallenged. I begin with an an- 

ecdote. 
In 1988, I asked recently retired 

Nebraska Chief Justice Norman 
Krivosha to visit my classroom at 
Lincoln East. A student asked 
Krivosha why our justice system spent 
so much time on cases in which the 
likelihood of guilt was very high. The 
question was inspired by an attorney 
who visited the same class a week 
earlier and openly spoke of defending 
clients whom he knew were guilty. 

The former chief justice answered 

I wonder where these people 
learned to articulate their 

negative criticisms about the 
English department of UNL if 
not in an English classroom? 

better or worse, there will always be 
those people who are too frightened to 
let go of the security and stability of 
mommy’s skirt. 

The changes that have been imple- 
mented in the English program are 
unfamiliar to a lot ofpcoplc who have 
had traditional ideas hammered into 
them. They need to set aside their fear 
of the unknown and approach it with 
the open mind of a college student. It 
might not be the perfect leaching 
method, but it is arguably better than 
the simpl istic, near-useless “old style” 
of teaching English. 

Some defease needs to be raised for 
the “socialist” teaching practices of 
small groups and freewriting. 

Obviously, no class can be success- 

fully “on task” for the entire period. I 
have attended many a lecture in which 
a huge portion of the audience is 
either sleeping or babbling among 
themselves. 

I tend tobclievc thatalthough small 
groups aren’t perfect, they allow stu- 
dents to become more involved with 
the material they arc learning. 

Given part ownership of their learn- 
ing instead of having information 
monotonously thrown at them, stu- 
dents will be much more likely to 
actually take part in the process of 
learning (despite themselves). 

Freewriting is another scary idea 
for students who have always been 
told what to write and how to write it. 
But educators have begun to believe 
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eloquently, “In the United States, ap- 
proximately 96 percent of those who 
are charged with a crime arc con- 
victed. The difference between our 
system and the former Soviet Union is 
that 4 percent.” 

I think it is incumbent on the read- 
ers of the Daily Nebraskan to recog- nize what is expressed in Kepficld’s 
article. I am sure he would be quick to 
criticize those who argue favorably for the U.S.S.R. and what it repre- 
sented. 

Michael F. Anderson 
doctoral student 

education 

Musician's death 
On Friday in Seattle, the singer/ 

guitarist of the rock group Nirvana. 
Kurt Cobain, ended his life with a 

that maybe the teacher doesn’t know 
everything. (Gasp, blasphemy!) 
Maybe the students know more about 
what they want to write and the way to 
write it. 

But t he key idea t hat hasn’ t ehanged 
throughout the eras of education is 
that students are liable for what they 
learn. 

Professors need to take some re- 

sponsibility for student participation. 
If they make their lessons horribly 
boring, then even students who desire 
to learn have a difficult time. But the 
fact is that we. as college students, pay 
for our education. 

If we want to spout garbage in our 

writingorwastcourclass time talking 
about how many goldfish we swal- 
lowed at a fraternity party last night, 
there isn’t much that professors can 
do about it. 

Despite allegations that UNL is a 

brain-dead party school, there arc 

many students who arc here to learn. 
I, among them, have found that En- 
glish classrooms have an environ- 
ment that is highly conducive to learn- 
ing. 

A final parting question: I wonder 
where these people learned to articu- 
late their negative criticisms about the 
English department of UNL if not in 
an English classroom? 

Stride h ii a icaior secondary education 

major and a Daily Nebraska! aeaior reporter. 

shotgun blast to the head. 
Cobain exemplified the aimless 

experience of so many young people 
in this country. 

Undoubtedly, there are those that 
will profit from Cobain’s death — 

sensation-seeking media hounds, 
profit-hungry record labels and the 
millions of fans who will buy and 
preserve Nirvana merchandise. 

Suicide, as ancient traditions in 
almost all cultures have warned, is a 

serious transgression against human 
evolution. In India, where I come 
from, there is a strong belief that our 
desires do determine ourfatc. If life is 
meant as a testing ground for our 

assumptions, then Cobain has failed 
by choosing not to survive 

Hemant Desai 
graduate student 

educational psychology 


