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Sober up

Omaha deaths expose drinking, driving
t is impossible to live in America today without being

bombarded by messages warning against the dangers of
drinking and driving. On Tuesday. Nebraskans were given
the most persuasive argument possible.

Three high school students killed in a car accident Friday were
buricd in Omaha. Police suspect the accident was alcohol-related.
Zima bottles were found at the scene.

The driver of the car survived, but Matthew Guilfoyle, 16,
Jason Lombardi, 16 and Jancllc Papillon, 17, are gone forever.

The Rev. David Korth, who presided over the funerals, said
mourners should try to make something positive come out of the
tragedy by heeding the lessons of drunken driving.

Thosc lessons arc particularly relevant at the University of
Ncbraska-Lincoln, where drinking is a large part of peoples’
social lives. The reality of lifc at UNL is that people drink. Not
infrequently, they drive afterward.

It is casy to ignore the warnings of impersonal advertisements
and slogans. But it is impossible to ignore the fact that three
people who should have bright lives ahead of them don’t. because
of an accident involving alcohol.

Nothing will bring Matthew. Jason and Janclle back. But other
dcaths can be avoided if pcople take more responsibility to stop
drinking and driving.

Talk is cheap

United Nations must back up ‘safe area
A Imost a yecar ago. the United Nations declared Gorazde., a
city in the former Yugoslavia, a “safc arca.”

With 49 killed and 218 wounded in the city as of Tues-
day. its inhabitants don't feel safc. As Bosnian Scrbs broke
through government defenses in three places, civilians fled into
the center of the city.

Yct Western nations have made it clear there will be no orga-
nized military cffort to protect Gorazde. When Sarajevo, about 30
miles northwest of Gorazde, was threatened by Bosnian Scrbs,
NATO's threats of an airstrike prevented shelling.

Gen. John Shalikashvili said similar tactics would not work to
protect Gorazde. becausc most of the damage was being donc by
small weapons, which could not be reached by airstrikes.

Still, the United Nations should stand behind its carlier declara-
tion. Each time it fails to do so weakens its position. If the
fighting groups belicve the United Nations is “all talk,” they will
not respect it.

Bosnian officials have said the rest of the world has not taken
the latest Bosnian Serb attack scriously.

Sarajcvo was given much attention in the Western media. The
Amcrican peoplc were bombarded with often graphic photographs
and articles about the hardships faced by the city that once played
host to the Winter Olympics. On the other hand, few foreign
reporters have been able to reach Gorazde.

Although Gorazde has not received the media attention that
Sarajevo did. it should not be forgotten. The United Nations
surely had good reason to declare this city a safe arca. Although
Western nations should not usc unwise methods, they should
stand behind the U.N declaration,
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KIMBERLY SPURLOCK

Abusive parent fathers sadness

fter more than 20 ycars of
A marriage — many spent ina

physically and mentally abu-
sive relationship — a family (riend,
*“Karen,” has finally decided 1o Icave
her husband.

The accounts that led to Karen
Icaving her husband. with her two
youngesi children (her twooldest chil-
dren had alrecady moved oul), were
upsctling 1o me.

I had seen Karcen's husband in a
rage many times before, and his last
outburst solidified my anger for him
and my sadness for Karen and her
children, my friends.

Any kindness that Karen's hus-
band l:ad in the past years became
minute cach time | saw the evil side of
him, | know he had a kind side to him
atsome point.and | have scen that side
ol him inthe pastmonths and years —
mostly when he was not drinking,

But ¢ven with those kind gestures
and jokes, | almost detested him, be-
cause | knew Lhat even though Karen
and my friends may have been laugh-
ing and having fun at that moment,
those smiles were only lemporary.

I also knew that whenever Karen's
husband did this, it was only tempo-
rary for me (he never hit me), because
I knew I would be going home. Al
home, | could do anything wrong and
my father would never, and has never,
called me prolanc names, fought me
or blatantly put down my mother.

I grew up feeling [rightened for my
fricnds, especially their two young
sisters, who were between the ages of
4 and 6 when 1 realized their father
was this way. Karen, a kind, giving
and loving person, tried Lo protect her
children, but she couldn’t do a lol
while living in a place wherc her
husband ruled the home and where
her words meant nothing.

Karen and her children are a beau-
tiful family. Noone could look at them

Karen and her children are a
beautiful family. No one could look
at them and think their life was
living hell. But it was living hell —
until recently.

and think theirlife was hiving hell. But
it was living hell — until recently.

Karcn decided 1o leave her hus-
band afler her iIwo youngest children
threatened to run away becausc of
their father's abuse. Karen's husband
found out about her plans from talking
with his father, whom Karen had con-
fided in.

Her husband came home upsel,
yelling at the two youngesi children,
now between 13 and 16 years old,
telling them what he was going to do
to their mother when she came home
from work.

One could not possibly imagine
what gocs on in an abusive home by
rcading thiscolumn, Can you imaginc
being hit numerous times by your
father because your hittle sister alleg-
cdly brokc a water sprinkler? Can you
imagine being forced to bad-mouth
your mother in {ront of [riends? Can
you imagine being called bitches and
whalever clse by your lather because
you don't havedinner ready, or you're
not cooking what he wanits?

Some people can imagine it —
those who have been through it or
have witnessed L.

l often asked them to call the child
abuse hot line, but they wouldn’t.
“Lisa,” the second to the oldest, al-
ways toughed it out. She was the one
in her family who literally defended
her siblings and mother whenever her
father yelled at them, hit them or
called them names.

English department

Jim Rose scems 1o have a very
twisted view of the English depart-
ment at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln. In response 1o Rosc's lelter
(DN, April 1, 1994) rcgarding “no-
brainer” English courses, I would like
to ask Rose o be’ more specific than
“composition and creative writing”
courses, i.¢, course number, title and
instructor,

It is my impression that Rose may
nol have taken any English courses
other than 150 and 151, which mosi
freshman are required o lake upon
entering the arts and sciences college,
and he may be unjustly calegorizing
the English department based on his
perceptions of these classes.

The skills and methods taught in
the English department arc valuable
tools, providing you have an open
mind to whal you arc learning.

I find it interesting that Rose sin-
gles out the composition courses,
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makes no mention of literature or
linguistic courses offered at UNL and
still catcgorizes the entirc English
department as a “major player in the
university’s hypocritical atlempt 1o
re-encrgize classroom teaching.

If UNL is nothing more than a
“brain-dead party school where you
20 lo screw around, where instructors
pretend to teach, and the brightest
students know exactly that™ and there-
fore “try 10 go o college out of state,”
why is Rose attending UNL? Didn't
he try hard enough to atiend school
out of stale? By making thesc com-
ments, he is putting himsell into the
category ol students who, by his own
words, are nol bright, or are brain-
dead.

Withsuch feelings of sclf-depreci-
ation, it is no surprise that he cannot
sec the usefulness of the courses of-
fered by the English department.

Mark L. Kovarik
senior
English

Granled, many limes she said some
things | would never say to my father.
But like 1 used 1o tell her father, look
who she got her ways from.

Karen finally moved out of her
home becausc she felt her and her
children’s safcty was threatened. Now
Karen's husband is saddened by this.
He promiscs he’ll change. He talks of
all the pressure he's been through. He
says he'll get help. He pleads for Karen
to come home.

My friends love their father, [ know.
They've protected him many times
when | or someone clse has tried 1o
criticize him. But sometimes a mother
must do whal is in the best interest of
her children.

Karen finally lefl after years of
pain and sorrow. She tells her hus-
band that her leaving is only lempo-
rary, and she'll be back once he cleans
up his act. | can only hang my hcad
with sadness.

If Karen's husband does get help
and changes, good for him. But she
can do well by herselfl, with her chil-
dren and family by herside. T hang my
head with sadness because I've seen
Karen'shusband change ways like the
weather. And | hope if she ever goes
back to him, she will be able to hold
her head up with happiness and pride
in hersell, for her sake — for her
children’s sake.

Spurlock is a senlor broadcasting, news-
editorial and English major and a Daily Ne-
braskan columnist.

Beau knows yuks

I would like to disagree with David
Spinar’s letter (DN, April 4, 1994)
degrading Beau Finley's column on
Brad Bernthal (DN, March31,1994).
1 consider myself a representative of
Finley’s vast rcadership. Finley's col-
umns add spice and flavor to the DN.
1 find his writing entertaining and do
not think Bernthal was offended by
the column,

In fact, I'm sure Bernthal was glad
1o get the coverage and had a sense of
humorabout the whole thing. Finley's
columns aren’t meant (o patronize.
Rather, they are meant (o expose &
serious side 1o the far 100 serious world
of sports,

The only complaint | have is thc
infrequency of his columns. Two
words: every day!

Curtis Stalnaker
sophomorc
engineering



