Friday, December 10, 1993

‘World’ la

love Nebraska.

If I can help it, I'm never leav-
ever need is right here: friends, fam-
ily, a few movie theaters, a few librar-
ies, a reasonably broad sclection of
fast-food restaurants.

For the rest of my life, [ don’tever
have to venture past the panhandle or
the Missouri River.

If1 get tired of eastern Nebraska, I
can always visit Pioncer Village or
Chimney Rock. And if I desperately
need a change of pace, I can take a
pilgrimage to the Black Hills or Kan-
sas City once or twice a decade.

Say what youwill about Nebraska.
Complain about itslack of oceans and
skyscrapers. Whine about the weath-
er and the tractors clogging up the
interstates. But you cannot deny that
Nebraskaisa friendly place. And that
Nebraskans, in general, are very, very
friendly.

In Nebraska, we’re nice to every-
one — even people we don’t know. |
suppose this Mayberry-like friendli-
ness has its dar{ side: It could be
dangerous.

I know I'm far too nice to strang-
ers. Not that I'd accept candy from a
stranger or anything, especially if it
was his lasl piece.

I like being nice to people and
being around nice people. But the rest
of the country might take us more
scriously if we weren’t so friendly.

That’s probably why there’s never
anyone from Nebraska on “The Real
World” — that MTV creation that
captures ON FILM the hi-jinks that
occur when six strangers are forced to
live together in a posh New York
apartment or a beach house.

In its two-season run on every-
one’s favorite music nelwork, “The
Real World™” hashad all sorts of wacky
REAL, LIVE people. Acltress-
wannabes, model-wannabes, poet-
wannabes, elc.
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Nobody on “The Real World” has
even visited Nebraska or lowa or
| |Kansas. In fact, I'd pay a pretty

i penny to see one of them try to
locate the Midwest on a map.

a broad-minded network, “The Real
World” features folks of different rac-
es and sexual preferences, and even a
future host of “The Grind.”

Talk about diversity! They’ve had
a rapper AND a country musician
AND a folk singer.

Just one demographic group has
been suspiciously ignored — Mid-
westerners.

Nobody on “The Real World” has
even visited Nebraska or lowa or
Kansas. Infact,I'd pay a pretty penny
to see one of them try to locate the
Midwest on a map.

I suppose we're just not exciting
enough. We wouldn’t create enough
screaming and hissing to keep tﬁc
cameramen busy.

Even really mean Nebraskans are
more courteous than the “Real World”
gang, and we avoid conflict like the
Black Plague if we can help it.

It’s significant that Nebraska is not
famous for any uprisings or riots and
that no wars are named after our stalte.

Those MTV people probably know
what they're doing. | wouldn't watch
“The Real World” if it were about
Midwesterners.

“Tune in next week when Lisa
catches Kristen wearing her favorite
swealer....

‘OhmyGod, Kristen, you're wear-
ing my sweater. You look so much
better initthan I do. You have to keep
i.””

Theirbiggest fights would be about
who was going to do the dishes.

“I'm doing the dishes tonight.”

“I won’t hear of it. I'm doing the
dishes. You relax.”

“Stop this insanity! I can’t believe
you two. Why do we always have to
argue? Can’t we get through just one
meal that doesn’t end in a shouting
match? Just get out of here. I'm doing
the dishes.”

I’m not saying that they wouldn’t
hate each other on “The Real Mid-
wesl.” They most certainly would.
But they would never let on.

Well, maybe it would be exciting,
Few things are more amusing than
watching two people who hate each
other bend over backward to out-nice
one another.

But subtext and underlying ten-
sions seem a little subtle for MTV
audiences. Watching people smiling-
ly seethe isn’t quite as thrilling as
walching them throw punches and
dump mouthwash on each other’s
beds.

They have courteous Southerners
on “The Real World.” I guess MTV
excuses their friendliness because they
have silly accents and commit inter-
esting racial faux pas.

Remember the time the cute South-
ern girl asked the black girl, “Are you
a drug dealer?” And the time the
dimpled Southern guy, asked hisblack
roommale, “Do you mind if | hang a
confederate flag?”

That’s television!

Rowell is a junior news-editorial, adver-
tising and English major and a Daily Nebras-
kan columnist.
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Earth Share -

BIG GAME T-SHIRTS HOT!
s THE CHOP STOPS HERE! &

2 COLOR FRONT--2 COLOR BACK
100% COTTON T-SHIRT--XL’s ONLY
$10 + $2 SHIPPING V/MC/D ACCEPTED
ORDERS SHIPPED WITHIN 24 HOURS

B = 18005777368 = i

* Computer Rentals
* Self-Serve Copiers
* Supplies & Stuff

NO SWEAT.

Hey, who can you count on 24 hours a day, 7 days a week?

kinko’s

1201 “Q” Street * 475-2679
330 N. 48th Street * 466-8159

the copy center

12 noon - 6pm

ESS 4

Saturday & Sunday
December 11th - 12th

DIME DAYS!

TAN for 10¢ents

SAT

8am - 8pm

SUN

Just 5 min
west on "0"
in the West Gate
Shopping Center

to win
200 mins.

tanning

NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY ___
477-7444 oy’

Registe;k(

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER
“Reasons Affecting Book Buyback Value”

1. Instructor has authorized re-use of book.

2. Instructor has discontinued book or not indicated
if it will be used next term.

3. Bookstore is now overstocked.

4. Publisher has new edition, and prior edition has
no value,

5. Book is too ragged and in too poor condition
to be resold.

6. Book has limited nationwide demand.

One or several of the above reasons
may affect the price offered for your books.

Now you know . . . use your power to sell
your books back at Nebraska Bookstore!

Store Hours: NEBMSKfq

Monday—Saturday 9-6
Thursday il 8
Sunday 12-6

BCDKSIORE

13th & Q *» 476-0111

GET READY FOR FINALS!
Helping Good Students Become Great Students
| Jon’s Hours: 9:00-5:00 Monday—Friday
\ 12:30-5:00 Saturday—Sunday

NEBRASKA
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Catch the UNL Women's Ba
action this weeke

FRIDAY

Dec. 10
Nebraska vs. €
7 p.m.

SUNDAY
Dec. 12
Nebraska vs. Arkd
2p.m.

Bob Devaney
Sports Center

Admission
$6 - reserved seating

$4 - adults general admission
$2 - non-UNL students
general admission

Free - full ime UNL students
with photo I.D.

For ficket information call 472-3111




