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Environmentalgroups
cheer Ekart’s efforts

By Jody Holzworth
Staff Reporter

NL environmental groups don’t think
Dale Ekart’s recycling plansare abunch
of garbage.

“I think what Dale Ekart is doing is fantas-
tic,” said Mark Petersen, Ecology Now presi-
dent, “We are glad to have someone of his
caliber heading the (recycling) program,”

Ekart is the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
recycling coordinator.

The recycling efforts of Ecology Now and
the Environmental Resource Center provided
Ekart with background information to help
design a campuswide program. The two groups
began recycling aluminum cans in the the
university unions and residence halls two years
ago. Through trial and error, they found the best
locations for recycling containers and the best
type of containers,

Because student groups did not have the
resources to start acampuswide program, Ecol-
ogy Now and the center see Ekart as a big push
behind recycling efforts.

“Having someone in the position to do a
more organized recycling effort campuswide is
a definite advantage,” Petersen said.

Galen Wray, the resource center director,
said Ekart’s approach to the program would
make it successful.

Ekart has said he would phase in the recy- .

cling program. Office paper and cardboard
recycling bins will be installed at 12 campus
locations soon.

Ekart is doing his homework, Wray said. He
is fes recycling locations and differ-

ent containers, and working closely with the
custodial staff in the program.

Both campus environmental groups have
high hopes for future recycling at the universi-
ty.

“The program should make recycling avail-
abletoeveryone,” Wray said. “It should be easy
for people on campus to recycle and provide
people the information to do the type of recy-
cling they need.”

Petersen said the university should recyclea
variety of goods, including glass and card-
boli:jrd‘ Recycling also should be made easy, he
said.

“We need a recycling program that every-
one on campus has easy access to,” Petersen

‘Garbage man’ studies
university’s alternatives

By Jody Holzworth
ST ieporer . L -

NL'’s garbage is one man’s living.

Dale Ekart, recycling coordinator at

the University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
was hired to ensure campus garbage is properly
disposed.

The job sounds easy enough, but environ-
mental concerns make Ekart’s duties a chal-
lenge.

Ekart, who has worked as a private consull-
ant for several other recycling programs in the
state, makes all recycling decisions at UNL.

“It’s like starting a business from scratch,”
Ekart said.

Up to this point, UNL has had no official
recycling policy. Student organizations, in-
cluding Ecology Now and the Residence Hall
Association, work with the Environmental
Resource Center to recycle aluminum cans and
paper towels.

Ekart’s job is to take that work one siep
farther.

Ekart said he planned to begin recycling
cardboard and office paper in 12 campus loca-
tions within the next few weeks.

Recycling containers foroffice paper will be
placed in Architecture Hall, Burnett Hall,
Oldfather Hall, South Memorial Stadium,
Seaton Hall and the Administration Building,
he said.

Cardboard recycling containers will be made
available at the Nebraska Unions, the Univer-
sity Bookstore, the athletic training table area

.and in areas with vending machines.

Ekart’s placement decision was based, in
part, on suggestions from garbage celleclors.

“I rode the garbage truck route on campus to
see what was being thrown away and how
much,” Ekart said.

If recycling proves successful in the heavy-
use areas, Ekart said the recycling program
would expand to residence halls and East Cam-
pus.

The number of products being recycled also
will increase, he said. The program eventually
will include cans, computer paper, newspaper
and plastics.

Ekart said recycling wasa “simple, complex
problem.” It’s simple to educate people and gel
them (o recycle, he said, but the details of
recycling programs can be tedious and confus-

said, ing.
Ecology Now has volunteered to continue “My experience has been that people are
i helping Ekart. Petersen said the group could aware of recycling and want to recycle as long
provide Ekart with the people power (0 move Thoress GoodiewDN S it is easy and convenient,” Ekart said. “Set
recycling bins?rdo!?éeber lt:)shks.h‘gbe group alz Dale UNL's dmmm' said recycling cardboard was the out a recycling barrel and they will fill it.
is producing a fact sheet about the program a un s latest university-wide recycling project should
campus re'::syciing locations. begin in a couple , Ekart said. —— See RECYCLEon 6
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