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By Tim Pearson
Senior_Reporter

ForNebraska linebacker Emie Beler, this
season represents a new beginning,

Aftersufferingthrou har% injur;?—plagued
junior year, the senior from Bayonne, N.J.,
has started all seven games this season for
the undefeated Cornhuskers.

Beler suffered a severe ankle sprain be-
fore last season, forcing him to miss the first
three #

Alm Beler played in the Huskers’
final eight games, he said he wasn't com-
plelclyienllhy.

“I know there were times last year when
my ankles weren’t even 60 or 70 percent,”
Beler said. “Last year, I really prepared
myself well during the off-season,

“It seemed like the injuries came one
after another.”

to get back to the

Beler said he h%ed
formheshowed in 1991, his firstseason with
Nebraska. During his year, he
was the Huskers' alternate strong safety. He
played in all 11 games and finished the
”"t'ho:l“ Nebraska’s 12th-leading tackler
wi .

“I feel that in that first year when I got a

Nebraska linebacker Ernie Beler tries to track down a Missouri receiver
during the Cornhuskers’ 49-7 win over the Tigers.

Back on line
Injuries don’t slow Beler’s return

chance to play a lot, it made me feel good
about myself,” he said. “In the second year,
I wanted to play even better,

“But injuries hampered that. This year |
want to see myself get back to the old form.
I want to be aggressive and confident.”

Beler has gotten back into the flow this
season. He is the Huskers’ fifth-leading
tackler with 31 tackles, already nine more
than he had all of last scason.

But the injuries still remain, Beler said.

“They’re chronic injuries,” he said, “I
have to take care of them and keep up a lot.”

DcsEeile the injuries, the old form showed
up in the Huskers’ 45-28 win over Kansas
State on Oct. 16.

Beler came up with a key interczption
and helped stop the Wildcats on a fourth-
and-goa’ at the Husker 4-yard line with just
over three minutes remaining in the game.

The interception was Beler’s first at Ne-
braska.

“I just goton a roll, and we were in a zone
defense, and that freed me up,” he said.

The new 4-3 defense has freed up Beler,

too, he said.
“But itis kindof fun ing with the big
guys,” Belersaid, “instead of running around

getting your head cut off in coverage.”

McCartney will ask
fans to keep peace

By Jeff Griesch
Senior Reporter

Eleven years ago, Colorado coach Bill
McCartney desiignatcd Nebraska as the Buffa-
loes’ No. 1 rival.

Now, McCartney said he was concerned the
Colorado-Nebraska series is turning into more
than just a rivalry,

During the Big Eight Coaches’ weekly tele-
conference Monday, McCartney said he had

always thought rivalries were great for college |§

football on the field.

But keeping things friendly in the stands has [
become a problem over the past two years for | Mi

Nebraska and Colorado.

Two years ago, Nebraska fans complained
about being mistreated in Boulder, Colo., be-
fore, during and after the Comhuskers' 19-19
tie with the BufTaloes.

_ Last season, Colorado fans returned from
Lincoln with complaints of their own aboul

threats and slurs from Nebraska fans during the |

Huskers’ 52-7 win,

Both Nebraska coach Tom Osborne and
McCartney said they would like the bad blood
between the fans to stop.

“Last year, I heard a few more complaints
from Colorado fans as well as from the Nebras-
ka fans about some of the behavior of our fans,”
Osbornesaid. “We try todo whatwe can tokeep
our own house in order but I can’t really do
anything about what happens out there.”

Nebraska fans have a different view of the
ri\_'?ilry from the fans in Colorado, McCartney
said.

“My sense is that they really feel mistreat-
ed,” McCartney said. “People in the state of
Colorado think the rivalry is just fun, and
Feople in Nebraska think it goes beyond just

un,

“Ithink the Nebraska people are really upset
and they expect Colorado to be cordial and
show the hospitality they would expect anyone
to receive when visiting our great state.”

McCartney said he wanted to keep the rival-
ry fricndlmand off the field but he couldn’t
regulate t ands of Colorado fans' feelings,

His designation of Nebraska as arival hasn’t
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fostered fans’ ill will, McCartney said.

Since 1982, McCartney has had the Nebras-
ka game highlighted on the BufTaloes’ sched-
ule. That same year, he had a sign posted al
Folsom Field that read “Beat Nebraska.” [t also
has been reported that McCartney won't allow
his PI ayers o wear red.

“I don’t feel like I have contributed 1o any
kind of bad feelings,” McCartney said. “l don’t
think I can control people’s behavior or emo-
tions.”

But McCartney said he planned to issue a
statement to Colorado fans encouraging them
10 treat Nebraska fans with respect.

“Ido plan to say something. ... I will choose

- my words carefully to try and get people to keep

the rivalry friendly,” McCartney said.

Injuries force line adjustments

By Mitch Sherman
Staff Reporter

Nebraska offensive line coach Milt Tenopir
told the Extra Point Club on Monday that the
Husker offense would feel the effects of inju-
riessuffered in Saturday’s victory over Missou-
Tl

Starting right guard Brenden Stai and No. 3
center Jon Pedersen each broke their left legs
and had surgery Sunday.

Tenopir said No. 1 center Ken Mehlin would
move to right guard and Aaron Graham would
start at center against Colorado.

“There’s a little bit of disjointedness there,”
Tenopirsaid. “It’sreally important in the offen-
sive line that guys that play side by side under-
smn:d each olhee:i Thc:;‘s i91\.1\«:1)«{a.nballfll\n'snlagc
ofhaving work rfiveorsixballgames.”

T irsaid Sit‘:fehadbeenplayingverywell
and losing him would hurt the offense —
especially this week.

“Brenden really has been playing very well,”

Tenopir said, “He’s probably our strongest
football player physically. He has really come
into his own this fall,

“We all count this as a big ballgame, and it
is a big ballgame because il is very crucial to
who is going to go on lo win the Big Eight
championship,”

Tenopir said the Huskers had not over-
looked previous opponents, but knew all year
that this week's game in Boulder, Colo., would
be important.

“In the back of their minds they knew prior
tothe year'sstart that there’s three or four teams
that they just have to beat,” he said. “Bul afler
a year ago against lowa State, they also know
that every one of them is important.”

The Husker coaching staff was pleased with
Saturday’s performance and feels the team is
progressing well, Tenopir said,

“This last week, on both sides of the ball, we
probably put it together as well aswe have in the
first seven ballgames,” Tenopir said.

Toronto victory over truly American team hard to take
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That’s the real spirit of baseball:
the most unathletic team in major
leaﬁe baseball making it all the way
to the W

himself all the way oul 10 his center
field position afler making a third out
in the wind and rain of Veterans Sta-

heart.  dium in Philadelphia,

Ifthe Phillies were a football team,
they still would be wearing leather

I was not a Phillie fan when the

couldn’t you root for them? helmets. But that’s no reason to cheer season started, but the team grew on
These "t be bascball — T , against them. me. It was not hard to decide who |
-players. Maybe construction workers most importantly, plays with more "It was de%m.ssmﬁ to see Toronto was cheering for in baseball’s
or but they shouldn't be heart than the Phillies. prevail over Philadelphia, but it was  postseason.
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an of be aydl obscenities be and the attitude-troubled, self-loving such an American team.
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This year, Toronto had to topple more chewing tobacco in a year and, baseball shines. iving catch or Dykstra screaming 8t and columnist.




