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Tough to survive Baby Talk 101 |

I’vebeentakinga course
for the last year. It is one of the
toughest courses I've ever taken.

m teaching my daughter how to
communicate,

Now teaching English shouldn’t
be that tough. But my daughter is 2.
Lh‘A typical conversation goes like

is:

Me: “Alley sit down, please.”
“No.”

Alley: “Nooo!”

Me: “Come on, please sit down
before you fall off the couch.”

Alley: “Papa. Juice?”

Me: “No.”

Alley: “Juice, Papa?”

Me: “No. Sit down, please.”

Alley: “ JUIC EEEEE!"

Me: K

Alley: “Juice, Juice, Juuuiccceee!”

Me: “OK. But what do you say?”

Alley: “Peas?” (That's herattempt
al please).

Tuching“my daughter how to
speak has been a challenge. There
have been a few limes where she has
said a few words I didn’t mean for her
to say. Also, her mother and I are
beginning to sound alot like her when
wnA : k. :

ey: “Papa?”

Me: “Yes?“?a

Alley: “Go bye-bye?”

Me: “No, Papa stay.”

Alley: “Papa go.”

b Me: “No, Papa slay. Alley go byc-
ye.“
Alley: “Where Mama go?”

Me: “I dunno. Where Mama go?”

My daughter also has a hearing
problem.

It’s a selective hearing problem.
My wife says it’s from my side of the
family. At least she said she told me
that. I didn’thear her the first time she

it
Alley doesn't seem (o hear me
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| My daughter also has a hearing
' | problem. It's a selective hearing
problem. My wife says it's from
my side of the family.

when I tell her to get off the cat. She
is constantly irritating our 10-year-
old cat.

Me: “Alley! Don’t sit on Bailey."

Alley: Nothing but a smile.

hAdﬁ: “Aél_ey. !gel pgl’;I the cat.”

ey: Giggle, giggle.

Me: “Alley, 'Pﬁase don’t sit on
Bailey. Be nice.

And then there's her brother. He's
only five months old and can’t fend
for himself. She doesn’t hurt him, she
justtriesto help. Even when he doesn’t
need it.

Me: “Alley, leave Aaron alone.”

Alley: “Un-uh.”

Me: “No, don’tstick your finger in
his mouth. You're going to wake him
him up.”

Alley: “Arn go night night?”

Me: “Yes, Aaron go night night. ...
Nodon’t give himhis Nuk, He doesn’t
need it. He go night night.” Here | go
again, baby talk.

Alley docs have quite a vocabu-
lary; she even said Mogadishu the
otherday. Atlcastitsoundedlike that.

We've worked with her trying to
teach her what is what. When we see
animals, we tell her what they arc and
then try to have her repeat them 1o us.
She also knows some of the animal
sounds, although sometimes she gets
them screwed up.

Me: “Alley, what kind of animal is

that?” as we drive down the road.

Alley: “Cow.”

Me: “What does a cow say?”

Alle;y: “Mo0000.”

Me: “Good girl. What does a hors-
ey say?"

Alley: “Moooo.”

Me: “No, good try. Horsey goes
Neeeiiigh.”

Alley: “Mooooo.”

Me: “OK, whatever. What does a

heep say?” .
Alley: “Sheep?” Pause, while she

thinks. “Mo0000.”

I give up.

She also knows what sounds her
brother makes.

Me: “Alley, whatdoes Aaron say?”

Alley: “Am.” Pause. “Waa waa.”

Teaching my daughter to speak
has been one of the most enjoyable
and pleasing experiences of my life.

But the best part is seeing the glow
and smile on her face when she speaks
and understands what she is saying.

This learning experience has been
good for her, but it has been an even
bigger learning experience for her
father and mother.

I can’t wait until we get to teach her
brother.

Wright is a graduate student In journal-
ism and a Dally Nebraskan columnist.
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Whiny Bushes hide in fortress

ormer President George Bush
says he doesn’t care for the

i afewnews
busy little

Poraog. M, and rying olook ke

on to him.

A | After the answering machine
beeped, | left a short message
saying | wasn't the president,
either. But the sarcasm in my
- voice will let George know I'm

===

The Daily Nebraskan wants to hear

from you. If you want to voice your
opinion a out an article that in
the newspaper, let us know. Just write
a brief letter to the editor and sign it
(don't your student ID number)
and mail it to the Daily Nebraskan, 34
Nebraska Union, 1400 R’ Street,
Lincoln, NE 68588-0488, or stop by
the office in the basement of the
Nebraska Union and visit us. We're al

| lf/ 1/
| ears, so pick up a pen and write,
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HEY PUMPKIN. HEAD,
=~ COME SEE US FOR YOUR
HALLOWEEN THREADS!

®
®
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Vintage Clothing and Collectables
720 "O" Street (Under the Viaduct)

Bush said. He spoke wi

distinetly Southern drawl I didn’t re-
member from his Washington years. umnist.

on. 3 iberals or someth
now,"” Bush a ]
Daily Nebraskan senlor reporter and a col-

When your schedule isn’t
flexible, it’s nice to know
that UNL courses are.
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materials.
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