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Help wanted

U.S. can t take sole responsibility for Haiti

xiled Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide is scheduled

to return to power Oct. 30 under a U.N.-brokered agree-

ment. But U.S. Embassy spokesman Stanley Schrager said
Saturday that Aristide’s return is extremely unlikely.

Schrager said it would take “miracles” for Aristide to be able to
return to the office from which the military ousted him in Septem-
ber 1991.

It would take miracles for Aristide to be returned to office
peacefully. If his rcturn is violent, it could take U.S. lives.

The United States has pledged its support for Aristide and it
has always pledged its support for democracy. The people of Haiti
are suffering and Aristide’s return to power would return democ-
racy to the country. His return would also case the suffering of the
Haitian people.

But it would be a mistake for the United States to assume total
responsibility for Haiti. If President Clinton sends in troops to
help restore democracy to Haiti, Americans likely will die.

Undoubtedly the people of Haiti deserve our help. But the
largest mistakc would be to rush hcad-first into Haiti without a
plan and without a clear objective. Somalia is a good example of
that kind of foreign policy.

There is not an American solution to every world problem. But
the United States should work closely with the United Nations to
help return democracy to Haiti. U.S. troops — as an equal part of
a U.N. force — could help bring about a calculated plan to aid the
Haitian people.

On target

Clinton s crime bill could end violence

resident Clinton pushed his new crime bill Saturday during

his weckly radio address, pledging to end the explosion of

crime and violence in the United States. The bill is sched-
uled for debate this week in the Senate.

Clinton urged tougher gun-control laws, saying there are more
licensed gun dealers in this country than gas stations. The laws
would ban assault weapons and put a five-day waiting period on
handgun purchases to allow for background checks.

The plan also would put at least 50,000 more police officers on
the street and encourage alternative punishments for first-time
criminals, such as boot camps and rchabilitative programs for
drug offenses.

All of Clinton’s suggestions would benefit society and increase
Americans’ security. More policemen and fewer guns would help
cnsure safcty and increase employment, and alternative punish-
ments would help solve the problem of overcrowding in prisons.

The need for gun-control Iegislation is obvious when looking at
the large number of crimes in which guns are used. A 14-year-old
girl was shot in the head and killed Friday in Omaha, apparently
because of an argument over a parking stall. This death might
have been avoided if guns were more regulated.

The Senate should study this anti-crime bill closely and look at
the positive changes it could make in our society. Some lawmak-
crs are spending too much time focusing on cvents happening
overseas; instead, they should look at our own crime-afflicted
society and study ways to fix that. Clinton’s plan is a positive first
step. :

Assault

I am wriling in response o the
preposterous beating of the interna-
tional student at Broyhill Fountain
(DN, Oct. 19). I have been studying
here for five years and never thought
things like this could happen at UNL.
What is it that gives this group of
hoodlums the right to go out and
pummel someone? Does it actually
take 10 guys to manhandle onc guy to
show how tough they are?

Though this may not be a racial

incident — we actually don’t know, |

want o poinl oul something aboul
}nwl:mlional students. They camc toa

orei
learning about the American culture,
not to get mauled by a group of delin-

uents, They had to leave their home,

riends and family to experience a
different side of life. The internation-
al students on campus have never felt
s0 apprehensive t being the tar-

get of racial hatred until this unfortu- k&

nate incident transpired.

A lotofmy friends are internation-
al students who have shown me con-
cern for their own well-being. I wish
lheiemsomcthingilcmdddolohclp
them out, but even |, who have been
living here for 18 years, cannot do
anything about it.

Anh-Tony Tran

senior |

history

equity
responsc 1o the week-long series
of gender equity articles: I would like
lo commend women’s etball
coach Angela Beck and Athletic Di-
recior Bill Byrne for their realization
that NCAA-mandated gender equity
is not enhanced or achieved by bring-
ing down the men’s athletic program,
Fortunately, they understand the
entire athletic program is strength-
encd by raising women’sscholarships
1o the men’s level, not by lowering
men's scholarship totals to the wom-
en’s level.
Policies of equality and gender
mityﬂnﬂdaﬂ;huhﬂemhdlo

Gender
In

land 1o get an education while |

Right now, there are no Igws in
Ncbraska to protect people based on
their sexual oricntation. The Green
Gateau could have come right out and
said, “Yes, we fired an individual
because he is gay,” and nolegal action
could be 1aken against them.

LB395 would not include religions
under this law and does not require
quotas for hiring lesbians and gays.
This bill is simply a movement lo-
ward ensuring equality for everyone
regardless of their sexual orientation.

Lori Savery
ore
women’s studies

Flag waving

1 refuse to lower myselftothe level
of Todd Cooper (DN, Oct. 21) by
smwin.hnll Americans due to the
deplorable actions of one.

Were Canadians reduced to a pa-
thetic whiners when the Pitts-
burgh ins won Lhe -stand-
ing award fora professional sport, the
Stanley Cup? No. Did we cry about
Americans buying Canadian
Did we write childlike articles full of
Pach i that 80percenofibe payerson
aclis perce yerson
the Penguins were Cammn. And
there were no bilter or pathetic arti-
cles writlen by journalists
trying to lake away theirachieve-
ments

It is amazing that a person from
mm‘&-ﬂmm:yum: m
patriotic in the gels upsel over

a little flag-waving by someone else.
Kyle Seeback

senior
political science

. Canada

Let this right: T
(DN, Oct 31) wont to Canada. e
was offended because a busi-

nessdid not U.S.dollarsat
How many wm inNeblnhm

accept Canadian currency? Cooper
asked the Dairy Queen owner what he
thought of the U.S, president and was
offended that the owner didn't care
for him? How many Nebraskans even
know who the prime minister of Can-
ada?n letalone have an opinion about
her ,
Cooper asks, “When was the last
war Canada won?” Canadians, like
Americans, were among the victori-
ous allies in both Worlcf Wars. They
fought four years longer than the
Americans, and lost more men, in
World War I, and two longer
than the Americans in World War II.
Canada has also consistently sent
troops for U.N. peacekeeping activi-
ties — they're the folks who won a
Nobel Peace Prize.

During last year's World Series,
Cooper saw Blucjay fans waving Ca-
nadian and llfy thought
they were flags of cit&: Toronto,
or of the city’s hockey team,
the Maple Leafs. Al any rate, he com-
gares the maple leafl to Atlanta or

hiladelphia city flags. Presumably
it's OK for U.S. fans to wave Ameri-
can flags. :
Frances W. Kaye
associate professor of English

Fines

Time and time again | hear fellow
students’ expostulatory comments
toward the various is of

4 this school. In these instances, | usu-

ally write the person off as a whiner
who hllofnmhin; beuwh.l: do. My
opinion of these changed
now that | have become one of them.
Recently 1 was the recipient of a
letter from the university
with a photocopy of the hold on my
mmmmtga. It showed that a
— & thi w — Was
checked out by me and not relurned.
| was y sure 1 had taken 1
back, but didn’t doubt the ity
that  had lost it, What 1
was the $50 replacement cost [ was 10
dishout in order to restore my account
and take the hold offmy tion.
1 didn’t have the money, and even if |
did, 1 sure didn't have it to burn.

?

'L this
- bother o change his 'y, and emba




