Piatkowski eligible for N

By Jeff Griesch
Senior Reporter

Nebraska basketball player Eric Piatkowski
has moved into an elite group of athietes by
being named eligible to be covered by the
NCAA athletes’ insurance policy.

Al Papik, associate athletic director at Ne-
braska, said Piatkowski had qualified for a
$500,000 insurance policy under the NCAA’s
Exceptional Student-Athlete Disability Pro-

gram,
Piatkowski, a 6-7 senior from Rapid City,
S.D., has been accepted into the plan, but has
not finalized the policy by signing all the
paperwork, Papik said,
Piatkowski is one of 30 nominees for the

John Wooden Awardas the nation’s top basket-
honorable

ball playerand picked as a preseason
mention All-American by Street & Smith and
The Sporting News. _

He also was picked as one of the 25
candidates for National P of the Year
honors by the U.S. Basketball Writers Associ-
ation.

The insurance program was established two
years ago as an attempt to protect athletes who
could not afford expensive insurance coverage
from private firms, Papik said.
“’I‘f@proyam is'designed to keep athleles
from trying to get for the insurance in
some kind of way that would be a violation,”
Papik said. “In private , the athletes have
to pay up-front, and
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than a student can afford.” “He is fortunate, and it means that he is
The N uses an extensive rating sys- qualified for the insurance, but he still has to
tem to the ility of anathlete’s play a lot of basketball between now and the
being drafted in the first or second round in the  draft,” Nee said. o
ﬁmmﬁw.mkemm Papik said anathlete’s ranking for eligibility
cl'ietll_el_:h&hpik_wd. in the program was based on information re-
The ﬁm in 1990, and participa- ceived from scouting combines,
tion is limited to 110 athletes in the four sports. The United Missouri Bank uses the informa-
The only other Nebraska athletes coveredby  tion from the scouting combine to determine if
the are Calvin Jones and Trev Alberts. it is a safe risk to loan the money fo the athlete
Jones $500,000 worth of coverage, and

Alberts is covered for $1 million,

Nebraska basketball coach Danny Nee said
Piatkowski was lucky to be accepted into the
plan, but still had a lot of work to do before he
could be drafled in the high rounds of the NBA

premiums are more  draft,

to pay for the policy premium. The policy is
pro!:ded th': American Specialty .Ungar-
writers of Woburn, Mass.

For a $500,000
mium is almost $6,
rate.

licy, Papik said, the pre-
,plusa7 percent interest

shown at 8 a.m. Sunday)
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