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Assassination kills
senior figure of PLO

GAZACITY, Occupied Gaza Strip
— Aleading PLO moderate and long-
time friend of Yasser Arafat was shot
dead in front of his 12-year-old son
Thursday, sharply escalating the in-
fighting that followed the Israel-PLO
accord.

Assad Saftawi, 58, was one of the
founders of Fatah, Arafat’s main fac-
tion of the PLO, and the third man
from the group shot to death since the
PLO and Israel signed a Palestinian
autonomy agreement on Sept. 13,

Saflawi served as an intermediary
among Israel, Egypt and the Palestine
Liberation Organization before the
accord was signed. In April, Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin spent20 min-
utes at Saftawi’s house, stopping to
drink tea. The visit was broadcast on
Israeli television.

There was no immediate claim of
responsibility for the assassination.

rom the moment the autonomy
accord wassigned in Washington there
have been fears that internal struggles
within the Palestinian community
could unravel plans to start transfer-
ring authority to the PLO starting
Dec. 13.

“We are really worried about it,”
Rabin said of that turmoil afier hear-
ing of the assassination. He spoke at

an Israeli army camp in the Gaza Strip
aftertouring
camApr; internal le erupted insid

alruf,g erupted inside
Fatah over which faction would gain
power once the PLO takes over the
Gaza Strip. Younger leaders were
sumim; to Tunis this month for
talks in an efTort to stop the killings,

There has also been tension from
more radical elementswithin the PLO
and Islamic militants to the
accord. But the Islamic Resistance
Movement, or Hamas, issued a state-
ment condemning the killing.

“We in Hamas strongly condemn
these physical liquidations. We are
against political assassinations as a
language of dialogue among Palestin-
ians,” said a leaflet faxed to The As-
sociated Press.

Mohammed Abu Shaaban, an at-
torney, was shot dead on Sept.21,and
his assistant, Maher Ikhail, was killed
last week. They had formed a group
called Fatah Vanguards that orga-
nized mass rallies to support the peace
agreement and was gaining influence.
Underground activists saw them as a
threat to their control.

Saftawi, the headmaster of a Unit-
ed Nations school in Shaati refugee
camp, was shot in the head while
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sitting in his car waiting for his son to
emerge from school.

“Iwas trying to get intomy father’s
car when three masked men ap-
proached the car,” said the son, Ali.

The boy, still shaking with fear,
said he saw the first bullet strike his
father in the eye. He said his father
then turned, and was shot again in the
mouth and neck.

Bush says he s adjusting to new life

WASHINGTON —George Bush,
whose presidency may be best re-

membered for leading the Gulf War
liberation of Kuwait, sa
ing his own liberation t
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“And they were staring al me as
they peeked around the corner, and
one said, ‘No, no, noit’s not." And the
other says, ‘Yes, it is. I'm sure it’s
him. You can tell by the wrinkles.””

Bush shook his head in mock in-
dignation. “How quickly they for-
get.”

Bush said he’s ndjustinﬁ to life
after the White House, but his wife,
Barbara, is having a harder time. He
recalled his appearance at the White
House last month for the signing cer-
emony for the Isracli-Palestinian
peace accord and to speak out in favor
of the North American Free Trade
Agreement. It was his first time back
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How quickly they
forget.
— former President Bush

thing's going fine.”

Bush made no comments on Pres-
identClinton’s policies. He did reiter-
ate his familiar view that America
must not relinquish the role of world
leader, but he did notlink that position
to the current issues of U.S. interven-
tion in Somalia, Haiti or Bosnia.
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Abduction highl;
latest Haitian viol

men gra a legislative
ally 3?‘33.:1-35 Anstxfe. send-
ing another chillinF message Thurs-
day 10 supporters 0 the U.N. effort to
bring the exiled president back to

Samuel Milord, a National Assem-
whose family said he was
rom a house late Wednes-
day, had only recently come out of
higing since denouncing leaders of
the bloody coup that ousted Aristide
two years ago. :

is seizure followed the assassina-
tions of pro-Aristide businessman
Antoine Izmery on Sept. 11 and Jus-
tice Minister Guy Malary a week ago.
Malary was part of the interim gov-
ernment appointed by Aristide, Hai-
ti’s first freely elected president, un-
der a U.N. plan for restoring democ-

illhough the army commander
Raoul Cedras signed the plan in July,
increasing violence and threats by
army-backed civilian gangs have de-
railed the timetable for implementing
the plan and rebuilding this impover-
ished nation.

A U.N, embargo on fuel and weap-
ons shipments was reimposed Tues-
day to pressure Haiti’s military lead-
ers to live up 1o the accord for return-
ing Aristide to office Oct. 30.

Linesof cars formedat gasstations
in the capital and along the highway
to Leogane, 25 miles to the southwest.

Prime Minister Robert Malval’s
government said he had received a
statement from fuel distributors say-
ing they would respect the U.N. sanc-
tions.

Parliament has been trying to drafl
laws 10 implement provisions of
U.N. democracy plan. Many soldiers
and rightists oppose the plan’s re-
quirement for the army o give up
control of the police and for Cedras to
step down.

o weeks ago, Milord (old The
Associated Press he was on a “death
list" circulated among army-allied
civilian gangs.

Family members told local radio
that gunmen burst into a home in

ence

which he was staying in the capital’s
Debussy mmmk him away.
msxm mwtl; the neighbor-

An official with Milord's pro-
Aristide coalition, the National Froni
forChange and Democracy, confinned
the informations. The government was
checking into the report,

Milord, a civil engineer, was one
of the first lawmakers to ?ubliciy
denounce the Sept. 30, 1991, coup,
and refused 10 take part in parliament
sessions in which lawmakers were
forced at gunpoint to declare the pres-
idency vacant,

He wentinto hiding afier the coup
and just recently emerged in public.
Houses of two relatives were atlacked

by army-backed gangs in his native
Desdune area of the north-central
Artibonite Valle '

Milord and gignole Jean-Louis,
both deputies in Haiti's lower house,
told the AP about the “hit list.” Jean-
Louis said he learned of the list from
a contact in the military.

The United Nations has accused
the gangs of tqueting Aristide sup-

riers for violence. Malval has

lamed army of his justice
minister’s }

The United States demanded
Wednesday that the Haitian military
disarm the as one of the condi-
tions for Iiging the U.N. embargo.
Washingwnlinosﬂdnﬂli;nriludm
must request a retumn of the U.N.
mission that was chased oul by the
violence terrorizing the capital.

President Clinton won a fight in
Washington over sending U.S. roops
to Haiti when the Senate refused
Thursday to limit his authority to do

the - so: The Senate endorsed a compro-

mise that says Clinton should seek
val from lawmakers before com-
mitting troops but is not required todo
S0, . o
The U.S. Embassy's an,
Stanley Schm insisted Thursday
that the goal of bringing back Aristide
on Oct. 30 “is not year dead.” He
conceded, however, that “the diffi-

c'z:lly increases the closer we get 10
that.”
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