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SPORTS

Blocker sets sights
on national crown

By Tim Pearson
Senior_Reporter

Before the season started, Nebraska middle
blocker Allison Weston was mentioned by
“Volleyball Monthly” magazine as one of the
best players in the country,

Weston didn’t believe it then.

Andshedoesn’t believe it now, even though
Cornhusker coach Terry Pettit and Colo
coach Brad Saindon both said Weston could be
one of the best in the country. _ _

Pettit and Saindon said their praise is based
on the sophomore’s accomplishments so far
this season.

Consider Weston:

@ Set a Nebraska school record forkillsina
four-game match with 35 against Georgia.

@ Leads the Big Eight in hitting percentage.

@ Leads the Cornhuskers in kills,

® Eamed four all-tournament team selec-
tions this year, including being named Most
Valuable Player of the FirsTier Invitational,

® Was named the American Volleyball
Coaches Association national player of the
week and the Big Eight player of the week
earlier this season.

@ Improved her career highs in almost every
statistical category.

But, Weston said, there’s still room for
improvement.

“With the way I've been playing latcly,
there's a lot of room for improvement,” she

said. “When I put my mind to it, I can play well, Year

“But it's a matter of putting my mind to it.”

Saindon said Weston, who had 31 kills
against his Colorado team in the Buffs® five-
game win last week, would follow in the likes
of Stephanie Thater, a three-time Husker All-
American who graduated last season.

“I'm not sure we did much to contain her,”
he said. “She’s a dominant net playcr. She’s the
next in line of the great Nebraska players.

“You look at Thater and the others over the
years and Weston's going to be another great
one.

Pettitsaid consistency made Weston—who
has played only a year and a half of college
volleyball — successful.

“She’s very quick,” he said. “She just wears
on you. She’s not like other players who stay on

one side. Weston goes from antenna to anten-

"
na.

Although she’s just a sophomore, Weston
said, she has assumed a leadership role on this
year's young Husker team, Nebraska’s only
senior is setter Nikki Stricker.

“Between Nikki and I, we’re the leaders of
the team,” Weston said. “In order for the team
to be successful, Nikki and I have 1o be going
well.”

Last scason, Weston was one of six players
named to the “Volleyball Monthly” Freshman
All-America team. She was the Big Eight Con-
femceCo-Newconwr-of-thc—Ywmﬁanhm»
orable mention All-Big Eight pick.

Afler last season, Weston said, she knew she
would be stepping into a leadership position on
the team. She has taken over Thater’s position

al middle blocker.

“Afler last and knowing Siephanie
Thater was ting, I knew ancf expected to
be in this position,” she said.

With two years of eligibility remaining afier
this season, Weston said, she hopes to help
Nebraska 10 its first national championship this
. And if not this year, then she wants to sec
it in the next iwo years.

Weston said her main focus was on Nebras-
ka winning a national title, not individual hon-
ors.

“First of all, | want to win a national cham-
pionship,” she said. “I think 1 can become an
All-American some time in the near future.

“Individual honors are nice to have but I'm

. more concerned with the team.”

Equity
Continued from Page 1

Nebraska’s athletic depariment is
the only department in the Big Eight
and one of only a few in the country
that ris itself entirely, Osborne
said. That makes the money generat-
ed (rom football even more important
to the athletic program, he said.

“If you cut the football program
too much, it is like robbing Peter 1o
Ey Paul,” Osborne said. “If the num-

roftotal scholarships was cut to 60,
we would definitely suffer,”
~ When the number of scholarships
isreduced next year to 85, Byrne said,
Nebraska can only hope for a healthy
lcam,

“When injuries start adding up,
this cut is going to hurt,” Byme said,

Unlike the National Football

By Mitch Sherman
Staff_Reporter

While Nebraska football players
have seen the effects of gender equity
on their own uk:m.mwim that
every Cornhusker athletic program is
affected.

“I know we bring in a lot of the
money,” senior defensive lackle Kevin
Ramaekers said. “But I look at it like
this: This whole universily is one big
family. If you're going (o take some-
thing away from one member, you’ve
got 1o take it away from the next.

“Ithink it’s all a cycle. Even though

League, which has a roster limit of 50 . we might be getting cut, there’s some-
players, a developmental squad from lem the NFL didn’t have. Osborne said. “At one time, the Ivy body else getting cut, t00.”
whichto pick playersand a waiverlist If additional cuts are made, schools were the big-time footba In addition to the football pro-
loacquire Osborne said, Osbomeuid.mqioroolleﬂlefootbdl. schools. But they cul back, and today , the Nebraska baseball leam and
college teams start and finish the sea- as it is known today, will cease 1o their popularity and quality have de- men's swimming, track and field
son with the same players. exisl, creased signi y. ' and tics teams have also sul-
Osbormmdmycolleqcrmlg- “I think if you look at the Ivy Staff Reporter Sam Sayder contributed l'am!lclwlushipculs in recent years.
men and sophomores weren'’t physi- , you can see what can happen Prosprion, Nebraska football coach Tom
cally ready to play football —aprob- if you cut scholarships too much,” * ; Osborne said football couldn't afford

Wildcats burn Husker

There are two words on every- Charlie McBride said the new de-
body's mind these days: fense would take advantage of the
's defense. Huskers'
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Equity affects everyone,
NU football players say

10 be cut any further, Since 1986, the
number of scholarships available to
the football g)rognm has been cut
from 105 to 88. Next year, it will be
reduced to 85.

Osborne said the football program
provided the majority of the revenue,
and by cutting football, the entire
athletic department was hurt.

Scnior outside linebacker Trev
Alberts agreed.

“Why take away from the thing
that fuels the entire university?,” he
asked,

Football brings in more than $13
million of the athletic department’s
$17.5 million budget. Men's baskel-
ball brings in more than $4 million.
The next closest revenue-producing

rt is volleyball, which brings in

87.491.

Although Alberts does not support

cutting football, he also said he did

See PLAYERS on 8

defense; passing questions rage
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down to lie Nebraska al seven.

This wasn’t supposed to be hap-
pening.

The defense was s
stuffing the Wildcat and the
Husker crowd was to be
doing the wave towards the end of the
first quarter,
am itdldn;;m out th:lf:ay.

. pass aller pass
intotg Lincoln air, And most

passes came resting
down into the warm hands of Kansas

§

e



