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Gun sellers need to be careful 
Last week in West Palm Beach, 

Fla., a jury ruled that the Kmart 
Corporation must pay more than 

$11 million in damages to a quadri- 
plegic woman. 

The woman, Deborah Kitchen, was 
shot by Thomas Knapp, her drunken 
boyfriend, shortly after he purchased 
a rifle from a Kmart. 

Knapp is serving a 40-year prison 
sentence for the 1987 shooting and 
must pay approximately $1 million in 
damages himself. 

Immediately,I’m sure,all the NRA 
supporters out there will vehemently 
protest the decision to punish Kmart, 
but hold your ire, please, and read on. 

The jury foreman said Kmart was 

negligent in its training of the sales- 
clerk who sold Knapp the gun. 

The Kmart salesclerk said Knapp 
did not appear to be intoxicated when 
he purchased the rifle, even though 
the soon-to-be criminal was unable to 
fill (Hit the required Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms forms 
necessary for firearm purchases. 

Because Knapp’s handwriting was 

unintelligible, the clerk recopied 
Knapp’s information and then had 
Knapp sign the form. 

The clerk filled out the requisite 
form for him. Obviously Knapp was 
in no condition to be handling a fire- 
arm if he could not even fill out a very 
simple form. 

How simple? 
A Lincoln Kmart sporting-goods 

clerk said the form consisted of yes or 
no questions and a slot for a signature 
and date. 

Besides showing a Nebraska driv- 
er’s license to prove they are at least 
18, all potential gun buyers must do is 
answer the yes or no questions — all 
of which deal with criminal record, 
chemical addiction/abuse, mental 
competency and patriotism. 

But the federal form doesn’t con- 
sider that anyone who wants to pur- 
chase a gun would not be stupid enough 
to answer “yes” —obviously if they 
say they’ ye been convicted of a crime 
they wtwnbe able to get afciiii.Cori- 
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In essence, if they are that 
stupid, they have one last shot 
to change their mind and take 
home their very own shotgun 
Oft rifle from Kmart’s wide se- 
lection of both. 

victs can’t get guns. Neither can the 
mentally ill or drug addicts. 

If someone is stupid enough to 
answer “yes,” the Kmart clerk said 
salespeople must then make sure the 
person understood the question. 

In essence, if they are that stupid, 
they have one last shot to change their 
mind and take home their very own 

shotgun or rifle from Kmart’s wide 
selection of both. 

Once the form has been filled out, 
the gun can be purchased, whether the 
purchaser is lying or not — because 
there is no way for the Kmart 
salesperson to know. 

Yes, this has been discussed ad 
nauseum. 

But that doesn’t negate the seri- 
ousness of this subject matter. 

All of this is frightening enough, 
but an even more burning issue is the 
availability of firearms — soon to 
become even more accessible in Lin- 
coln. 

The new Lincoln Kmart store is 
scheduled to open Oct. 25. The plans call for a 24-hour superstore: all de- 
partments open 24 hours a day. 

And while Kmart does not sell 
handguns, it does sell handgun am- 
munition. That hardly makes sense to 
me, but selling guns and ammunition 
24 hours a day hardly makes sense to 
me, either. 

Soon, at any hour of the day people 
can enter Kmart and purchase rifles, 
shotguns and ammunition for their 
firearm of choice. That’s at noon, at 4 
p.m., even at 2 a.m. after a late night 
of argtiirig and BudweiserS. Or after 

being kicked out of a party they thought 
they belonged at. Or after a particular- 
ly vicious night of bickering with 
their spouse or significant other. Or 
after a long, difficult night of depres- 
sion. 

This frightens me. I don’t want 
ammunition accessible 24 hoursaday 
to anyone. 

ff hunters need more bullets, they 
should think ahead and pick them up 
the day before. 

The verdict in Kitchen's lawsuit 
shows that decent, upstanding citi- 
zens finally are doing something about 
the accessibility of guns. They, like 
me, are sick and tired of being fright- 
ened. Now they’re hitting the gun 
sellers where it hurts—their pocket- 
books. 

Kmart’s lawyer said the company 
would appeal the verdict. I under- 
stand that. I’m not entirely sure they 
should be held responsible, but I know 
that this should send a message to 
company officials: They need to be 
more careful. r 

Kitchen said in an interview after 
the verdict was announced that gun 
sellers should be held responsible for 
the actions of gun buyers. “Just be 
careful, conscientious and aware,” she 
said. 

I hope the new Kmart store takes 
those words to heart and acts upon 
them. 
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THE FIRSTIER SURVIVAL KIT... 
YOU CAN’T MAKE IT THROUGH SCHOOL WITHOUT IT! 

REGULAR CHECKING... 
Low $100 Minimum Balance Checking! 
• Unlimited check writing 
• No monthly service charge with a low $100 

minimum balance in checking or $1,000 in a 

Regular Savings Account 
• Firmer Teller ATM Card’ 

FIRSTIER EDGE... 
Worry Free, Hassle Free Checking! 
• Unlimited check writing 
• No minimum balance 
• Free Firmer style checks 
• Firmer Teller ATM Card* 

VALUE PLUS CHECKING... 
Pay As You Go Checking! 
• No minimum balance 
• Low $2.50 monthly service charge for 

10 checks or less. (If you write more than 
10 checks a month, there is a $.35 fee for 
each check or automatic payment over 10.) 

• Firmer Teller ATM Card* 
• Free Firmer Teller ATM transactions 

STUDENT VISA* CARD... 
When You Need Cash Fast! 
• No annual fee 
• No co-signer needed 
• Minimum $500 line with credit approval 
• 24 hour ATM cash access 

'A fee applies to transactions at ATMs that are 
not FirsTier Tellers. 
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DON’T WATT FOR 
AN EMERGENCY! 

OPEN AN 
ACCOUNTNOW! 

\Firsfier 
You're First Here" 
Firmer Bank, NA, Member FDtC 
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Starting .it lit 00 AM 

and celebrating all das 

Home Game Saturdays 
Gut Fired Up! 

• Parts with KID/. A the Music 

Machine he fore and alter the 

game 
•Sandwich & Hot Dog Stand 
•Free Red Balloons & Popcorn 
•Free Prizes 

No Cover Charge 
Raniadu Hotel Downtown 

9th & "P" 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 

402/475-401 I J 
For What Ever Your Little 
Monster Wants To Be... 
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Barney Costumes 
Aladdin Costumes 
Jasmine Costumes 
Batman Costumes 

Kids Masks 
Theatrical Make-up 
Complete Costumes 
for Children of 
all Ages. 

Sears Wing 
Gateway Mall 

Introducing NewYues Softcolors 
Soft Contact Lenses 
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Try the 
first enhancing- 
tinted disposable 
contact lenses. \ 
Available in soft shades 
of Aqua, Royal Blue, and 
Evergreen. (Abo available in dear.) 

Enjoy the true comfort and 
convenience of disposable contact 

lenses—try NewVues* 
Softcolors* lenses. 

Wear NewVues Softcolors 
for up to one week of disposable 
wear (single use) or two weeks 
of flexible wear. Then replace 
them with a fresh, dean pair. 

J FREE TRIAL* OFFER 
COUPON 
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Ask your eye care practitioner 
which lens wearing and replace- 
ment schedule is right for you. 

Now you can have it all... 
The comfort and convenience 
of disposable lenses—in soft, 
natural colors. 
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467*4100 
6900 "O" Street* Lincoln, NE 68510 

NewVues’ 
SOFTCOLORS* 
•orr Conner wn 

Comfort and Convenience In Color" 


