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Hawkeyes beef up Huskers’nonconference schedule

By Jeff Singer
Senior Editor

Nebraska football fans who have been
wanting 1o sec a more competitive non-
conference schedule for the Cornhuskers
won't have to wait too much longer.

Such college foolball wers as Notre
Dame, Mlchlgan lowa, Ohio State, South-
e California and Stanford are being con-
sidered as opponents for the Huskers near
the turn of the century, Nebraska Athletic
Director Bill Byrne said Wednesday.

lowa is slated on the Huskers’ schedule
for the 1998 and 1999 seasons, Byrne said,

series with lowa was a good idea.

“It’s a natural rivalry to plg.‘y and it will
mean easy access for our fans,” B said.

Iowa Athletic Director Robert Bowlsby
agreed that a Husker-Hawkeye series would
be positive for both schools.

“I'think it’s a good idea from a geograph-
ical smndpomt and froma competitive stand-
point,” Bowlsby said. “People appreciate
the quality and tradition of Nebraska foot-
ball. Having the opportunity for them to
come into our stadium and play and for us to
be able to go to Lincoln is a very positive

lhtr}lg
ebraska and Iowa played a four-game

Ten neighbor.

Some college football analysts and fans
have criticized Nebraska for its non-confer-
ence schedules in recent

This season, the Huskers’ ‘non-confer-
ence schedule consisted of North Texas,
Texas Tech, UCLA and Colorado State. So
far this year, those teams have a combined
record of 5-10,

Nebraska’s non-conference schedules
until 2000 are neariécompleled and include
such opponents as Wyoming and UCLA in
1994 and Michigan State and Arizona State
in both 1995 and 1996.

Since mostathletic departments plan their

about for after the 2001 season.

He said Nebraska was making an effort to
schedule the most competitive games possi-
ble, while still meeting financial consider-
ations.

“We want to play the best schools in the
country,” he said. “But we also need to get
between six and seven home games per
year.”

The Nebraska athletic department loses
approximately $750,000 every time it plays
a game outside of Lincoln, Byme said.
Therefore, the Huskers try to have seven
home games per year scheduled.

while Notre Dame is expected to follow in
2000 and 2001. The agreement with the
Hawkeyes is still tentative, but Byrne said a

It was the last time Ne

series from 1979 through 1982, during which
the Huskers were 3-1 agamst the Hawkeyes,
raska played ils Big

football schedulesup to 10 years inadvance,
B{me said, games against schools such as
ichigan and Stanford are being talked

In order for Nebraska to get at least six
home games, Byme said, the Huskers can’t

See SCHEDULE on 11

Nebraska ‘as

By Tim Pearson
Semor Hapa‘tor

Nebraska’s seventh-ranked volley-
ball team proved to Kansas Stale
Wednesday night that they are good.

Good enough for Wildcat coach
Patti Hagemeyer to say it could be the
best Nebraska team she’s seen in her
three years at Kansas State,

The Wildcats remained winless in
48 tries against the Cornhuskers afler
Nebraska defeated them 15-5, 15-7,
15-9 at NU Coliseum.

“This was the first time I’ ve seen
them this season,” Hagemeyer said.
“They’re as good as they've ever
been.”

Nebraska, 12-1, scored the first
five points of the first game and led
10-1 before Kansas State fought back

for four points, The Huskers won the

game on freshman middle blockerJen
McFadden’s kill, one of her seven of
the night.

Husker coach Terry Pettit said he

saw improvement from his team,.

which lostits last matchin fourgames
to Notre Dame last Saturday.

“We did some things better
(Wednesday night),” Pettitsaid. “Most
of our errors were serving errors,

“We were trying to serve more
aggressively.”

One of the aggressive Nebraska
servers was junior middle blocker Kim
Tonniges, whoreceived the mos! nplay-
ing time she’s had since her ofl-sea-
son shoulder surgery.

In the second game, with Nebraska
ahead 6-2, Tonniges served two con-
secutive aces to lead the Huskers to
the 15-5 win, In the match, the Husk-
ers had seven aces, their highest in
five matches,

Tonniges, who had been playing
only defense while her shoulder
healed, said she will do whatever she
can lohclplhelelm Sheplayed inall
three games against Kansas State and
had three digs o goalong with her two
aces,

“I'm feeling better than | have for
awhile,” she said. “It’s fun to do more
than Just defense.

“I'm Jmldomgevcrythmglcanlo
push our team,”

See WIN on 10

Forget the

Saturday was definitely beautiful.

After finally gelting my order
through to the Home Shopplwg Net-
work for this sweet Jimmy Walker-
autographed barbell set, I turned the
channel to the Colorado-Miami foot-
ball game.

I was ushered into
ABC’sKeith Jackson ¢
one of the “ugliest
seen Of course, I think wbiawd

afler being forced to look at the Col-
orado fans all moming, but still the
scene certainly was not pretty.

If you failed to see the (ilt, you
missed some really poor wrestling or
some very good football — however
you mnl 1o look at it. -

Late in the first half, ugefk;#um-
cane score c
cipitated lbencmms brawl thll

e action by
mglhc e
ever

000d as ever’ in victory

Travis Heying/DN

Nebraska's Maria Hedbeck (right) and Kelly Aspegren try to dig the ball during their win over Kansas State Wednesday.

Husker front row works on building blocks

By Stephanie Borgmeyer
Staff Reporter

With Jen McFadden and Allison top

Weston at the net, opponents have a
hard time getting around them.
“They deﬁnnelg have two big
bloctsnl. tate coach Patti
yersmdaﬂcrNebiuh swin
over the Wildcats W {mghl
“Wedidn't have the ability o hit over
them, so we tried to find ways around
them.”

The Huskers lead the Big Eight in

blocking and are also rankedeighth in
the nation,

McFadden has put herself in the
position in the Big Eight and is
alsnmnkedfounhmtlnnﬂm She is
now averaging more than two blocks
a game.

“Jen is a strong blocker,” Huskers
assistant coach Cathy Nothsaid, “With
her at the net it definitely puts a lot of
pressure on our 1s.

“Our blocks very good to-
night. We had to wait a lot longer,
since their sets were so high. We

adjusted real well t

Blocking has always been astrong
point for the Huskers. It helps to have
the height of the 6-foot-2 McFadden
and the 6-0 Weston.

“Jen McFadden is definitely a
strong blocker, and has proven that,”
Nebraska assistant coach Val Novak
said. “Weston has a few things she
needs to work on.”

Weston agreed.

“I'm workmg hard and trying to
improve,” Weston said. Blockmg
has never been my strongest aspect.

Not only do the Huskers have the two
tough b?:)ckcrs. they have many other
strong front row players, setter Nikki
Stricker said.

And Kansas State played rightinto
the Huskers' hands Wednesday night,
she said.

“It’s a lot easier to close the block

when we have that high of sets from

nents,” Stricker said. “But

wc !oo ed really good. We just need-

ed to stay organized and concentrate
on what we were doing.”

bench- clearmg brawls — Yahtzee anyone?

gl ey
ers - the game. Il
slill my contention for n that the
e
ins ing skirmish.
it was thrown by
Kordell Slcwarl $0 it il'tmﬂnins tom.
't hit anybody. The whole scene in Boulder was
Andﬂnwonl t worse when made that much worse by the pres-
H:M asked some aneeoffwmmllib.ﬁm“ ic”
of ﬂn players to come to Bieniemy. Bieniemy, a former Colo-
Miami nla car n'om the Miami mlo !-buck was mted following
airport. for assault,
kid the Prop 48ers, but it dou ¥Ys meemy mg
make one wonder about the state of lm
college football. These guys ould onplrki athndms urinating

hout the anm otnbadwaytntpenda

lp his defense. he allegedly argued

that he was suffering from muscle

spasms and tem ra:)f bladder con-
trol lems. , we all have our
problems

However. the way I figure it, be-
tween the football team, Bieniemy
and basketball star Donnie “Mr. As-
sist” Boyce, Colorado is well on their
way to having the best penitentiary
team since the 1987 Oklahoma Soon-
ers,

But such troubles are not surpris-
ing for Colorado. Coach Bill
McCartney, who looks like a cross
beiween Gov. Ben Nelson and
Gilligan, has recruited criminals and
trash-talkers for years,

I mean, a Colorado team that does
not talk smack would be about as
likel uTomOsbormml-hm;ng
Soul ! rlin.

Right or not, this Colorado team
does get me thinking, however. How
are the Comhuskers going lodoagainst
a team that likes the fisticuffs? Can
Nebraska hang?

Then I figured it all out, we have
got to get the players some nick-
names. For pure intimidation purpos-
es, the Huskers need handles.

Like, for instance, who would screw
with Byron “Gopher Killer” Bennett?
Forget that Shakespeare “what's ina
name” crap. | never saw Willie play
defensive tackle.

But 1 have a remedy for all the
fighting. Instead ofallowing the play-
ers to resori to punches, that ene
should be re-channelled through
coaches, the guys who really could

See FINLEY on 10




