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Fewer nukes

Clinton chooses good time for proposal
resident Clinton showed his concern about nuclear weap-
P ons Monday by bringing measures before the U.N. General
Assembly to curb the spread of these weapons and reduce
the number of countries that own them,

Clinton is definitely going the right direction with this idea and
is doing so practically and realistically, His first plan is to negoti-
ate an international treaty to ban production of fuels for nuclear -
weapons. This is a logical step in carrying out his proposal.

This plan is coming at a very appropriate time. The recent
changes of order in the former Soviet Union show how volatile
the world’s governments are and how quickly control can switch.
With the changes in Russia, it is uncertain who will control
Russia’s nuclear power. This is a frightening thought considering
the horrible and dangerous capabilities of nuclear and chemical
weapons.

Clinton also has proved he is serious about the proposal by
saying he is prepared to open U.S, stockpiles to inspectors to
prove that U.S. plutonium and enriched uranium are not being
used for weapons.

It is definitely an appropriate time to take the nuclear issue
seriously. The number of these weapons should be reduced
around the world as soon as possible to limit the chances of them
falling into the wrong hands. ‘ o

ince the killing of British tourist Gary Colley,
a great dcal of media attention has suddenly been given to
the problem of violence in America and what to do about
it. A Florida senator announced, “The people of Florida are not
looking at this as an economic issue, but rather as a human
tragedy.”

Can this possibly be truc? Why, of the hundreds — even
thousands — of similar tragedics that take place across the
country each year, has this been the one singled out for so much
attention? :

Most people would not be willing to admit that the life of a
European visitor to this country intrinsically has more value than
does the life of an American, but that would indeed seem to be the
case — unless it were admitted that economic and other factors go
into determining how important, and how tragic, a certain murder
case is perceived to be.

That the Florida tourist industry is threatened by ten murders of
tourists that have occurred since October is undoubtedly true, and
certainly the tourist industry is worth preserving. It helps to create
jobs and, one hopes, economic stability in many areas of Florida.

But sudden efforts to “beef up” patrols at highway rest stops
and to deploy auxiliary law enforcement officers cannot be a
response to the tragic aspect of Colley’s killing — or it would
have happened sooner. Scores of people are killed cach year in
Florida, but it isn’t national news until it threatens the tourist
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