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Pull out

U.S. presence not helping troops, Somalis
he Clinton administration is pursuing a flawed policy in
Somalia that should be halted before it costs any more
American lives.

Three American soldiers were killed in Somalia on Saturday
when their helicopter was hit by a rocket-propelled grenade. The
attack brings to 11 the number of U.S. servicemen killed in action
in Somalia.

A crowd of cheering Somalis surrounded the downed helicop-
ter, holding up pieces of the wreckage. The Somalis then report-
edly recovered pieces of charred flesh from the wreckage and
paraded them around a marketplace.

The Clinton administration responded to the attack with a
statement of continuing support for the use of U.S. troops in
Somalia.

“Somalia is on the road to recovery,” White House Press
Secretary Dee Dee Myers said. “We must not let this substantial
yet fragile progress to be threatened by the brutality of warlords
who would profit from the suffcring of others and thwart the will
of the overwhelming majority of Somalis who seek peace and
reconciliation.”

President Clinton’s decision to lcave U.S. forces in Somalia is
wrong.

The country is not on the road to recovery. And the presence of
U.S. soldiers will not force the Somalis to stop the violence in
their country.

U.S. troops should be withdrawn from Somalia or a clear date
for their departure should be sct. If the Somalis wanted U S.
forces in their country it would be different. But they do not and
as long as that is true there can be no U.S. solution to the problem
in Somalia. -
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n Uwe-Wilhelm Rakebrand was gunned down in his
Florida rental car several weeks ago, newspapers blared
indignant headlines: Eight European tourists slain in
Florida in less than one year.

The European press denounced America. The American press
was astounded.

A couple wecks later, Florida natives killed another foreign
tourist. That makes nine. The headlines werc smaller, but the
outrage was not. Florida’s governor suspended all tourist advertis-
ing — at home and abroad. The state’s $31 billion industry was
cndangered. The killing was out of control.

But then again, the killing has been out of control for years.
The only difference is that it's been fellow Americans — not
Europeans — biting the bullet.

Last year, Florida reported nearly 2,000 murders — yet just 22
of them were non-residents, and less than a third of those were
non-Americans.

What all this leads to is a rather morbid conclusion: America is
at war with itself. What’s cven more disturbing is that it takes the
deaths of a handful of foreigners, and the threatened loss of
money, before we even begin to take notice, much less call a
cease-fire.

The Chicago Tribune has taken a dead-aim approach to try to
curb the war: It’s publishing a front-page story for every child
killed in Chicago this ycar. But the message has yct to hit home,
The murder measure stands at 50, and it’s not slowing down.

Perhaps the war with murder already is over. Perhaps we've
lost. ;

- — The Maneater
University of Missouri-Columbia
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Generation X

If Sideshow drummer Paul Tisdale
is a spokesman for Generation X,
we've gol some scrious rethinking to
do (DN, Sept. 22). Tisdale is wrong in
thinking there is no hope for our gen-
eration, and he places the blame for
his lack of onthewmngpmplc.

First, Ti says, “I don’t think
there isany hope for this generation,”
It’s hard to know what he means by
this. He himself 10_achieve
creative success. He new

rlleh will be exposed to his music. And

ink he hopes to sell some albums.
But I assume from the context of the
article that hc means Generation X
has no hope to achieve the American
Dream, meaning financial success as
it is traditionally

We look at a
which has profited from a society it
says il ises, and we scralch our
headsin bewilderment. Here isawildly
successful band — and not just in the
creative sense — telling us there's no
hope. The hypocrisy and naiveté of it
is mi ing.

Second, Tisdale blames thc wrong
people for his : our par-
entsand “former political ldrl}inm-
tions,"” presum those o i-
dents Reagan and Euh. If anything,
both of these groups give him reason
10 hope.

America has never been about

ing the wealth.” It has been aboul
individual achievement. America’s
status asa beacon of hope to the world
came, for the most part, from an eco-
mfuic system thal rel:rarded effort

encouraged to stand on
their own two feel. America is

t today because of self-reliant
individuals — including our ts
— who didn't wait for somebody lo
“distribute the wealth.”

And to say thal the and
Bush administrations made
tion X “directionless and shiftless™ is
ridiculous, Let's think for ourselves,
rather than lisien to our president on
this one. The much-maligned "80s
were a time of increased ity
for all Americans — i i

band like !;limm,

nera- |

relieve the univer-

ingwe
sity's financial ills by chucking the
42&2 rmative Action Office (DN, Scpt.
)Sam.mof us see adouble stan-
dard in this “censorship” issue con-
ing the conservative backlash to
%uﬂmﬁw action and
diversity on campus. Hey, if
on campus want to publish an alierna-

| withthc complical

tive newspaper or make a mock tax
return form, that's fine. All of us with
our heads on straight don’t advocale
the censorship of any expression as
lonmil isn’t violent or seditious.
rc was this outcry for free
speech rom the conscrvative right
when Omaha for Decency, a group of
moralists, were trying 10 ban an ad-
mittedly i riate but pelfecﬂy
legal 2 Live album that wasn’t
cven selling that well? Where was it

privileged, Caucasian males, we might
understand wlly we have things l?kc
affirmative action today.
Scott ter
Jjunior
English
Safety

The DN has appropriately remind-
ed us of the anniversary oerandice
Harms' abduction. It is indecd a good
time for all of us to think about pre-
ventative measures we can takc against
assault, rape and other violent crimes.
The rccent mugging of a friend of
mine is a fresh reminder that these
assaults continue to occur, However,
the ion that tosolve this issuc,
we need merely to be careful and not
walk alone is asimplistic and ignorant

nse.
innud. Ichal the DN 1o deal
Yes, cach indi-
vidual must take precautions, but ict
us also make an assertive effort (o
improve and expand the entire com-
munily’s response to these crimes.
The wonderful cmergency nes
around campus are an excellent be-
fuinnin;. But most importantly for our
ture, we must begin o improve the
foundations of our society, 10 lcarn
why these acts of violence toward
women continue, 1o develop beticr
educational and cor i ms,
build self-esteemand many of
our societal attitudes. The DN can be
an i tool for educating our
community rather than giving lip scr-
vice 10 1his issue.
Carol Dicks
department of geology
Hooters
Obviously Matt Zimmerman is not
living in the same world as the rest of
us (DN, Sept. 23). Feminists likc
mysclf can sec

all of the
hidden and male dom-

inance that controls all women in our




