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For now, Nebraska wingback
Clester Johnson will stick to catch-
ing footballs instead of throwing
them.

With injuries thinning the
Cornhuskers at quarterback,

ing to quarterback to give Nebras-
ka some added depth.

But the coaches decided to keep
him at wingback.

“They like me where I am at
right now, and I just want to do my

Johnson said he considered mov-

part and do what the coaches tell
me to,” Johnson said.

The coaches might tell him to
start at wingback Saturday when
Nebraska takes on Colprado State.

First-string wingback Abdul
Muhnm.muf who has a sore knee,
is questionable for Sllurday 8

For the first time since being
moved from quarterback when he
joined the Huskers, Johnson said,
he finally feels comfortable at
wingback. He has caught three re-
ceptions for46 yards inthree ;
That’s three more catches than he

had last year.

“I feel like I have made a big
improvement from last year,
Johnson said. “Last year, [ wasn’t
comfortable at all, and I was just
kind of running around out there,

“But now I know pretty much

uvm;rthmglhanheo ense asks of

Johmon said his suggestion to
movebuckto wasdriv-
en by his desire to help the team in
myhe . Nebraska’squar-

ks— Tommie Frazier(ankle
, Brook Berringer (elbow),
mﬂ eland (knee) and Ben Rutz

Wingback volunteers for QB but will stay put instead

(knee) all are on the mend.

“It wasn’t a thing where [ want-
ed to-shw]l an Mup or prove
anything; 1 just
could help lﬁ'e “3‘1_1 ommie got
injured to the point where he
couldn’t play." Johnson said.
uli‘ - hy'hemowd mm

Y, iSW tow
from k when he came to
Nebraska. It’s also why he was
wt!hn to take on a foreign funda-

llf fora former quarterback —
blockmg

“Blockingis yevenmore
important than catching the ball in

our offense,” Johnson said.

Although Johnson has not played
quarterback since high school,
where he threw for 3,757 yards in
three years, he said he was com-
fortable passing,

And he said he still might get an
opportunity todemonstrate his pass-
ing ability from the wingback posi-
tion.

“We do have a play where the
receiver throws the ball, and we
have been working on that in prac-
tice, so I might get a chance to do
that,” Johnson said.
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expected to start
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Frazier says he’ll
play against Rams
despite bum ankle

By Mitch Sherman

Staff Reporter S i “
The way Nebraska quarterback Tommie I can’t just go out there
Frazier sees it, he can’t afford to rest now. and say, ‘It's Colorado
Fraziersaid he would not consider sitting out State and | can take a week
this week against Colorado State to help his off.” I think I h t i
ankle heal for the Big Eight opener against . Nk | have to go in
Oklahoma State on Oct. 7. there and stay in sync with
“I want to play this week,” he said. “I can’t ewrybody else.
just go out there and say, ‘It’s Colorado State 225 :
Folﬂ take a week Oﬁ‘ I think I have to gO Nebraska qua.f{;rr%'g:
in therc and stay in sync with everybody else.”
Although he does not want to take the week 99 -

" off, Frazier said, he wouldn’t mind taking it
easy during the second half.

“I would like to go out there and score as
many points as [ can in the first half,” Frazier
said.»“Then in the second half, I could just sit
back and relax and get ready for the off-week
and then hopefully be healthy for the Oklahoma
State game.”

Nebraska 'E‘l:a‘yen haven’t seen a healthy
Fraziersince the first snap of the season, Frazier
sprained his ankle at the end of the first play
against North Texas.

Twice during the UCLA game, Frazier laid
on the Rose Bow| grass after getting hit, appear-
ing to be done for the day.

But he returned to lead Nebraskato a 14-13
win over the Bruins.

“The first time it was like a sharp pain that
went through my whole ankle,” Frazier said.
“Then the second time, it felt like someone ust
came down on the pile and cau mghlmya
And that's when I felt the im mand
u was there for about three or four mmuws

Despite the fact that his injured ankle in on
his plant foot, the sophomore from Bradenton,
Fla., completed 13 of 19 passes for 145 yards
and one touchdown against UCLA,

“I think that this sends a message (to the
team) that they have a rback who' sgomg
to play through the injuries no matter what,
Fraziersaid. “If the team needs him, he's going
to be there.”

Frazier, who has completed 25 of 47 passes
for 351 yards and two touchdowns this season,
said that he never considered removing himself
from the UCLA game.

Hisattitude during the game, he said, rubbed
off on his teammates.

“It makes them better,” he said. “They saw
me go out a couple of times, so they sucked it
up. Then I gotback inand it was like everyone’s
aftitude had risen.”

Not only did Frazier boost the morale of the
other Nebraska players, he also impressed the
coaches.

“Tommie Frazier has come up with two
performances in a row that have been stellar in
the area of «character,” assistant coach Ron
Brown said. “Our players have a great deal of
confidence in him as well as our coaches.”

Frazier said his ankle felt better now than it
feltat the same point in the previous two weeks,
but it was still sore, He said that he wouldn’t
work the ankle too hard in practice this week.

“During the week, you just try to do your
best not to avale iI,” Frazier said, “then
gameday you just have to set your mind that
you don’t have an injury.

_“If you go out there thinking about the
injury that have, probably. could get
hurt worse from a different injury.

“The day of the game, I just pretend I don’t
have it.”

Dream could foretell repeat of 1990 Husker nightmare

mencm No. 12 Wash: and Stanford.
e, Nebraska's real Sound famil
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on Saturday.

Goﬁguro,lmmadtlutmttymdm
where your conscience lets you drift
offintoa dream rather than subjecting
you to any more boredom.

I hit fluhbwk mode.

Consider it a case of dl‘.' NU

Images of Nebraska g an-
other well-respected but equnlly me-
dnom team on television entered my

1990. Baylor, led by then-coach
Grant Teaff, entered Memorial Stadi-
um with a ningy defense but very
little offense — much like UCLA this

holding an ever-
offem 1o few

Visions of Ba
predictable H

poum and yards in front of a televi-
sion

l s of the much-heuldt.ehg

getting run over up

mnddln by Bly!m'. but holding their
own come crunch time.

Visions of dadseverywhere in their
red sweater vests and overstuffed

Lazyboys falli , mouth
i g opa hechin, R

Images of
ka escaping 13-0 in the fourth
Sketchy visions of ... who? ... Mel
Brooks? but not it ... the little
guy on ESPN who iuwhenhelalh
. the curly-! , former below-

coach who‘n mddenl{
ﬁ}n_wﬂm football EE

Ugh. Lee Corso. in commer-
cials'!:cl to drelgu’:boul leggy

Rachel Hunter and Elle

like Cind Crawford,

1 get the curse of Corso.
Andsodoes Nebraska. Somebody,
wk.wabunllu 7 e
or —_i
I’B&l ﬁopre-
dicudunm

‘Heteh._mgln

mmmﬂnmmﬂchm-
pionship while placing them ninth in

curse Iiunnt in the mouth of a blun-
dvrhﬁbmm ,but in a too-weak-
tl:-be- ustified nonconference sched-
ule.

Pardon the cliché, but history does
repeal itself. And in 1990, after beat-
ing Baylor, the Cornhuskers cruised
through a schedule that included
Northern lllinois, Minnesota, Ore
State and four Big Eight patsies. They
coasted to an 8-0 record and the No. 3
ranking in the nation,

Then they hit @ Rocky Mountain
roadblock. came into Lin-
coln with a 6-1-1 record, after the
nation’s toughest nonconflerence
schedule — h included a loss to
No. 21 Illinois, a tie with No. 5 Ten-
nessee and wins over No. 22 Texas,

This , Colorado beat Texas
and Baylor before losing 1o No. 20
Stanford. This week, they take on No.
3 Miami,

Nebraska’s first top 20 opponent
this season will be Colorado — just
like in 1990,

Unless Nebraska gets a crunch-
lime lest 13”0?3 o{‘_m Big Eight
malc ourth-quarter night-

hupdhc: 1990 Colorado e—
wheu the Buffaloes scored 27 pointy’
— could return,

The only difference this year is
lhatomeNebmh s key players get
healthy, the offense be more
potent than the sputtering 1990 Chevy

See COOPER on 8




