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Bold changes

Clinton honest about health care reform
resident Clinton addressed some of the toughest issues of his
health-care reform plan directly and honestly Wednesday
night in his speech to a joint session of Congress and the

country.

The speech may have been viewed initially as a pep talk to
push Clinton’s plan, but it did contain hard facts and solid details
about the changes planned and ways to finance them.

Clinton outlined six principles to the proposed health-care
reform: security, simplicity, savings, choice, quality and responsi-
bility. Establishing a health-care plan for everyone and saving
money currently wasted through bureaucracy were especially
stressed.

Clinton spoke candidly and openly about the costs of his
proposal for a new system. He said directly that new taxes on
tobacco would be imposed and that some may pay more at first in
the new plan than they would under the current system, For
instance, college students may pay more to help pay for heaith
care for older, higher-risk members of society.

A change is definitely needed in the current system. The
president urged legislators to keep in mind the citizens who need

a change in health care to stay alive rather than some special-
interest groups who benefit from the current system that wastes
money. .

The Clintons received more than 700,000 letters telling night-
mare stories about the current system that testified that change is
needed to keep Americans healthy. Clinton took the first step to
change boldly Wednesday night.

Sticky situation

U.S. needs to support Russian president
A s the United States struggles to address domestic chal-

lenges like health care, events half a world away threat-
en to prevent America from focusing on reform at home,

In Russia, President Boris Yeltsin suspended parliament and
hard-line lawmakers Tuesday. He called for new elections in
December.

Yeltsin warned that anyone who opposed him would be
“punished by law.”

Russia is now in a state of uncertainty. Yeltsin is battling
with Vice President Alexander Rutskoi for control of the
country. The Associated Press reported Wednesday that
military and police commanders have remained loyal to
Yeltsin.

Armed conflict is quite possible as the situation unfolds. The
destabilized political climate and a faltering economy could -
produce a spark that would light Russia on fire.

Yeltsin said Wednesday violence would not be necessary.

“We would not like and do not intend to use any force,” he
said. “We want everything peacefully, without blood.”

But the collapse of Russia is a real possibility. Fighting
there could trigger instability all over the world.

The United States can help prevent that by firmly standing
behind Yeltsin and his democratic . President
Clinton voiced early support for Yeltsin. He should take any
possible action to back Yeltsin’s government,

If civil war breaks out in Russia, the United States would no
longer be able to concentrate on its domestic affairs. Health
care and other domestic programs would have to be delayed in
favor of an international focus.
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