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Band fearlessly
combines music
culture, covers

Concert

Tonight, at the Zoo Bar, 136 N 14 5t., Brave
Combo asks the musical question — “What is
hip?”

Ip'l‘l1i:1 according to Jeffrey Barnes, woodwinds
stylist for the group.

Bamnes,

who has played with the band for “a |

mere ten years,” tried to explain:
‘"rhisi_niwlmdofAm:rli,gnhomogenized

p culture,” he said.

“Buta lotofpeople have become interested
in ‘world music’. African, Asian music, We do
polkas.”

Though it may seem strange (o some people,
polka is an ethnic music — and it’s powerfully
alive in some parts of this country.

In Chicago—which has, Barnes said, more
Poles than Warsaw — polka is very much a
living musical form.

But Brave Combo plays polka with a
difference. “We have very catholic tastes,”
Barnes said, “with a small ‘¢’.”

The band takes a traditional form, or forms,
and throws them in the mix together — what
Barnes called “cross-cultural pollenization.”

The result is a form of music that has never
existed before on earth—a sound the Zoo Bar
flier affectionately called “weirdo™ music.

Some Americanbandswanttobe asauthentic
to the ethnic music as they can, Bamnes said.

“We couldn’t do that if we wanted to,” he
said, “and the truth is, they can’t either.” -

So Combo comes off as something
comrletely different.

Not just for bikers

Tattoos becoming more popularamong students
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after his first tattoo.
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problem indefining Brave Combo and even lips of many university students. Ewoldt decided to get a tattoo after he

comes from it'sextremely wide range of musical
sources:

Onany one album th:;lm;hl lay mambos,
Japanese Ondo (Summer eauvalfmusic. Israeli

Local tattoo artists said more than 50
percentof their clients were college students,
with the majority being female.

Nick Ley, of H Eye Tattoos, said

went with his friend to a tattoo shop.

“I just liked the way they looked, so I
decided to get one,” he said. “It was a (hi
school) graduation present for myself. I'm

New needles, ink and gloves are used for
each customer lo establish a hospital-type
atmosphere,

Ley said he advised against going (0 an

Cl:il:l Dance tunes, along with their trademark tattoos were “just kind of the fashion now.” ing to get another one when 1 graduate unsanitary (atioo artist or “scraicher.”
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i e&‘_’d"ﬂ Quite ;ﬂ h:mmbwn“,h"thc requested smaller —whichareeasier Ewoldt said he chose the hammerhead said.

ames — in what must have to conceal. But lately, more students are  shark design for several reasons. Tattoo artists should also take precautions

pinnacle of music understatement.
The hails from Denton, Texas, where
band founder Carl Finch began in 1979 to take

:
:

starting to get larger stufT such as tribal ankle

“It’s not evil like a devil eating skull,” he
said. “1 don’t want my kid to see something
like a naked lady on my arm. It's more

concerning the age and physical condition
of their customers, Ley said.
Neither Ley nor Soto allow customers

3 serious seems e 4, bracelets, and hearts,” he said. “It  original than a lot of the others, 100.” under age 18, unless they are accompanied
ﬁﬂd mmum%m&?n has now become more acceptable. It varies, afety was one of Ewoldt’s other a parent or guardian,

cover versions— their latest CD, “No, No, No,
ChaCha Cha” containsa cha cha cha version of

and it’s not that limited anymore.
Ray Soto, of Ray's Tattoo Shop, agreed

concerns.
“I checked into it and it was really nice

regnant women, diabetics and individuals
with pacemakers also are advised against

1o Bastaft - - with Ley's perspective on (attoos. and clean,” he said. “Youhad tosigna gelting tattoos.
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Barnes said he hopes the Combo’s music .mmmh&mm 1 “It's good for business if they know we X e

freshmanarchitecturemajor Aaron  operate under sanitary conditions,” he said. See TATTOO on 10

See COMBOon 10

Girl

album,

| Sweet G
wl inOmaha.

propelied him into the pop spotlight.

400,000 copies, The
Sweet more freedom 1o create his next

“Altered Beast” was co-produced
Sweet and Richard Dashut. Unlike
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oraconcert the artist’s dark side. T
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band i i Richard

sold more than

friend”
) success allowed

Will Rigby.

Beasl” bares

, “Altered
Bowl

Smljuﬂremnodﬁnmnwin;

Named afler a Sega video game in
which the man-monster must
mhmlgr evolve 1o defeat his

Beast” changes

The band Hollyfaith will be. |
B § v




