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Nee, Osborne comment on Strickland

By Jeff Griesch

Senior Reporter

and Stephanie Borgmeyer
Staff Reporter

Nebraska basketball player Erick
Strickland’s decision on whether to play
Comhusker football apparently is still up in the
air.

Husker basketball coach Danny Nee said
Thursday that Strickland —who told the Daily
‘Nebraskan Tuesday that he was considering

laying football —will remain solely a basket-
Ealrpla r this year at Nebraska.

“Right now, Erick Strickland is Ifoins to
play basketball for Nebraska,” said Nee, who
met with Strickland Wednesday. “It is not like
he is going to go out and practice football
tOmOITow.

— 66
- We want him in our
program because we think

he can be a great
basketball player.

-
Several attempts to reach Strickland to see if
he had made a final decision failed Thursday
night. Strickland’s father, Matthew Strickland
of Bellevue, said his son hadn’t given him a
final verdict.
Osborne said he tried to call Nee Thursdaz

basketball coaches would do eve

N i
g: 10 help Strickland make the most informed — 66
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“We are going to research his options and He knows he’s always
then evaluate whether plan A, B or C is best for welcome on the football
him,” Nee said. “I'll be talking with coach field.

Osborne and the football coaches, and I'll be
talking with the baseball and we're
going to help him with his decision.

e are going to do what is best for Erick

Strickland — period.”

_Nee said he ted to Strickland the
difficulties in playing all three sports while
aoml; lo "

“I told him that it islﬂmy hard to glay
basketball and football at the college level,” he
said, “And I think it would be i ibletoplay
football, basketball and then play spring foot-
ball and then go play baseball.”

— Osbome
Nebraska football coach

2
instead of concentrating on one of them and
then resting and giving himself a chance to
focus,”

Osbome agreed, noting that Strickland would
not be able to join the tball team until
January—afier the football team’sbowl game.

“I haven't sat down and talked to him but

However, Strickland watched part of Thurs-
day’s football practice from the field, Nebraska h

football coach Tom Osborne said.

ButOsborne said he was notable to talk with

Strickland during practice.

I would do nothi

regarding Strickland but was unable to reac
im

“Wc would love to have Erick play forusbut
to interfere with his basket-
ball,” Osborne said. Nee said the Nebraska

Nee said.

His performance in all sports could suffer,
“He s really not giving any one of the sports
justice,” Nee said. e
spreading himself too thin and diluting himself

playing both football and basketball could be

rather difficult,” Osborne said. “He wouldn’t

am afraid that he may be

be able to play basketball until the beginning of

See STRICKLAND on 11

Texas Tech team looking like formidable foe
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Game day

Saturday, 1 p.m.
TV: none

Radio: Nebraska Radio Network
KLIN 1400 or KFAB 1100

Osborne expecting tough
battle with Red Raiders

end Trumane Bell tries to break a tackle Saturday against North Texas. Bell'

Nebraska
aMh“ﬂmmeTﬂMaMan 1p.m,

Texas Tech I-back up for game

By Derek Samson :
Staff Reporter 1 7
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