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Get real

New surgeon general sets worthy goals
he U.S. Senate showed it is ready to deal with real and

Timportant health issues by confirming Dr. Joycelyn Elders
as surgeon general.

The confirmation was debated for several hours Thursday
night and was set back a month ago by some Republican
senators. Despite the wait, Elders will get the chance to share
her views on abortion rights, condom distribution and sex
education.

After being confirmed, Elders emphasized her role as a
healer. She said she wants to “look forward ... to a time ...
when all American children are immunized, when all American
citizens have the security of quality health care and when all
dread diseases are a distant and haunting memory.”

Some senators said they disagreed with her views, which
they considered to be outside the political mainstream. But
immunized children and a stop to the spread of diseases like
AIDS should not be considered political issues.

Perhaps these senators should look at the real situations
surrounding them. For example, teen-age pregnancy has
become an enormous problem in the United States. Sex
education can only help youths understand the circumstances

that can arise when they decide to have sex.

Senators also know the surgeon general does not set policy.
This is probably why Elders’ nomination was not delayed
further. Instead, Elders’ job will be primarily to promote
a f health issues.

% Elders Wil continue hererasade forthe isstes

she has strongly supported in the past. Maybe the policy-
makers will listen to Elders’ suggestions and work to make
them more than just ideas.

No kidding

Youth offender plan's benefits defeat costs
f the recommendations of Nebraska’s Youth Services

I Planning Commission are followed, minors who get into
trouble with the law may have a better chance of being

rehabilitated.

The commission is developing a report that will be submitted
to Gov. Ben Nelson and the Legislature on reforming how
juvenile offenders are treated in Nebraska. A preliminary copy of
the report argues that Nebraska’s current system is not responsive
to the needs of youth or to public safety.

The plan envisions a system that would be aimed at
rehabilitation of youth instead of simple retention.

Juvenile offenders in Nebraska now are put on probation or
incarcerated at an adult prison or a training school. The
commission’s report recommends giving the state more options
for dealing with youth who have been convicted of crimes.

Individual treatment plans involving the participation of family
members, foster homes and group homes are options
recommended in the report as alternatives to traditional methods
of correction. The report also recommends creating an Office of
Youth Services to coordinate programs for the state’s juvenile
offenders.

The Youth Services Planning Commission’s preliminary
suggestions are sound and should be acted on by Gov. Nelson and
the Legislature. If more youth could be rehabilitated and taken out
of the revolving-door criminal justice system, fewer of them
would be back.

The plan will likely cost more money than Nebraska's current
system, but that cost will be made up in the future by the number

of youths who won’t W adults.
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Network news yellows with age
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Somalia
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