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Forced benefit

UNL pushes insurance on foreign students

ome international students at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln are finding an extra bill on their tuition statements.
These students have to buy UNL-approved health insur-
ance or else get billed in order to pay for the university’s student
insurance plan.

Kunle Ojikutu, director of the University Health Center, said
this policy is enforced because many international students don’t
know how expensive health care is in the United States.

“We are not forcing foreign students to buy the insurance, we
are acting for their own benefit,” Ojikutu said.

But these students are indeed forced to buy the insurance. It is
included on their tuition statements if they don’t prove they have
insurance approved by the health center.

The university is just starting to keep the health of these
students in mind through this policy. Health insurance has been
required for international students since 1953 but has only been
enforced since last year.

And the university is right to look after the health of these
students while they are in this country and attending this universi-
ty. But what about American students who aren’t insured?

If UNL requires international students to have insurance, all
students should be insured.

One international student said this policy implies that interna-
tional students are not capable of making their own decisions on
this matter. But by not requiring all students to have insurance,
this policy picks out international students only, when it should
apply to all who attend UNL.

All students should be forced to buy insurance so that all
students, international or not, are treated equally. If not, no
students should be forced to buy health insurance.

Mission possible

U.S. forces need definite goal in Somalia

Q pre-dawn raid on a house in Somalia on Monday clearly
showed the problems U.S. forces face in the country. The
U.S. troops patrolling in Somalia have no clear mission,
and their lives are being placed at risk for a goal that has yet to be
adequately defined.

The two-story villa that was raided by 50 helicopter-borne
American soldiers was supposed to have been occupied by forces
loyal to fugitive warlord Mohamed Farrah Aidid.

It was not,

It was instead occupied by nine U.N. employees working for
the U.N. Development program. The U.N. employees were

“ bound, put into helicopters and transported to a U.S. military
hospital and then to a detention center at U.N. headquarters.

After they were questioned separately for about 30 minutes, the
U.N. employees were finally released.

Maj. David Stockwell, chief U.N. military spokesman, said
despite the fact that the wrong building had been raided, the
mission had gone well militarily. He said it was “a textbook
example of how these operations should go,” using “lightning
speed and overpowering force.”

Unfortunately, the overpowering force was not used on the

ight target. And that sums up the problem in Somalia that the
United States has previously faced in other countries. U.S. forces
do not know who the enemy is or where to find him, and therefore
they cannot win.

Somalia is a time bomb waiting to happen. President Clinton
needs to set a clear mission for U.S. forces and a clear timetable
for them to leave. If he does not, the chances that more U S. lives
will be lost there grows every day.
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