
Scientists unsure of craft’s fate 
PASADENA,Calif. (AP)—NASA 

scientists waited anxiously for the 
cafi that never came. Now they must 
contemplate the unthinkable: The 
Mars Observer flew right past the 
planet into oblivion. 

“It’s terrible, terrible, terrible,” said 
Arden Albee, the project’s chief sci- 
entist. 

The wayward spacecraft hasn’t 
been heard from since Saturday and 
failed to radio Earth as scheduled on 

Tuesday, when it was to fire its thrust- 
ers and drop into orbit around Mara. 

Nothing was heard from Mara 
Observer. The spacecraft remained 
silent Wednesday, NASA spokesman 
Jim Doyle said. Engineers believed 
their next chance to hear from Mara 
Observer would be on Thursday. 

With no word from the Observer, 
scientists simply didn’t know if it 
started circling Mare, flew past it, or 
was destroyed or disabled after it was 
last heard from. 

NASA scientists bravely insisted 
they hadn’t given up on the Observer, 
launched in September on a$l billion 
mission to study Martian terrain, cli- 
mate and weather using sophisticated 
instruments, including a camera that 
can spot an object the size of a 

Volkswagen Beetle from a 234-mile- 
high orbit. 

Project manager Glenn 
Cunningham said during a news con- 
ference late Wednesday that he was 

skeptical of ever finding the capsule. 
“Unfortunately, we still have no 

two-way communication or one-way 
communication or data of any kind 
from the spacecraft," Cunningham 

said. 
He said NASA wouldn’t give up 

trying to reach Mars Observer, but 
“every day without communications 
clearly lessens any probability of suc- 
cess.” 

“I think it blew up,” space histori- 
an James Oberg said by phone from 

Houston. I think the propellant tanks 
ble That would explain a lot.” 

doubted Mars Observer exploded be- 
cause the tanks had backup pressure 
regulators, and the pressure shouldn’t 
have been strong enough to rupture 
the tanks. 

engineers have said they 
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GREAT COMICS 
NO JOKE! 

•New & Collector Comics 
•Science Fiction 

•Adventure Games 
i -T-Shirts 

•Posters 
^ & much more! 
Lincoln 
Edgewood Plaza-5400 S. 56th St.. St*. 4. 423-2584 

Eastpark Plaza-200 N. 66th St.. St*. 206A. 467-2727 

_I State_ 
State gas tax higher than national average 

OMAHA (AP)—-The federal gas- 
oline tax hike to take effect Oct. 1 will 
cost an average Nebraska family of 
four an extra $82 a year at the gas 
pumps, the Tax Foundation said. 

The 4.3-cent-per-gallon tax in- 
crease hits Nebraska harder than the 
national average increase of $76 per 
family of four, the foundation said. 

The gasoline-tax increase approved 
by Congress in its deficit-reduction 
package will be most burdensome in 
thinly populated states, said Chris R. 

Edwards, foundation economist in 
Washington, D.C. 

When the increase takes effect Oct. 
1, a Nebraska family of four will [my 
$349 a year in federal gas taxes, com- 

pared with a national average of $325, 
the foundation said. 

Nebraska families will pay slight- 
ly more than average because they 
live in a rural state where many peo- 
ple drive longer distances, the foun- 
dation said. 

Meeting will discuss aid jor jiooa victims 

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — The 
nation’s top disaster official, heading 
for a meeting with off cials from nine 
flooded states, including Nebraska, 
hopes to recommend this week wheth- 
er to waive a requirement that states 

pay part of the cleanup bill. 

“I hope we’ll have everything in 
place to make a recommendation on 

Friday,” said James Witt, head of the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. “I’ve got about everything 

put together.” 
Witt’s recommendation will go to 

the White House, where Clinton will 
make a decision, probably after he 
returns from his vacation. 

In Nebraska, powerful w ind storms 

and flooding caused an estimated $50 
million in property damage and $292 
million in agricultural damage. More 
than 2,000 homes were damaged or 

destroyed and two storm-related 
deaths were reported. 
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Now 2 Locations 
Welcome Back Sale 

For You! 
►Outdoor Footwear 
►Outdoor Wear 
•Bauer In Line Skates 

•Full Line of Bicycles 
•1 yr. Free tune-ups 

w/bike purchase 

10% OFF 
Any New Bike 

(Exp. 9-30-93) 

Not good w/any other offer, special orders, or existing layaways 

IP' 
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20% OFF j 
Bauer In Line Skates I 

(Exp 9-30-93) | 
Not good w/any other otter, special orders, or Mating layaways J 

The Bike Shop Closest to Campus 
BIKE & FITNESS CENTER 

427$. 13th 435-2322 
or 3321 Pioneers Blvd. a week 488-2101 

Wolff 

John 
Dietrich 
TRAIL 

In The 
REUNION 
16th & W 
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MUSIC POSTER SALE 
FEATURING 

Sonic Youth, Primus, Miles Davis, Janes Addiction, Bob Marley, 
02, Depeche Mode, Iron Maiden, Chili Peppers, Malcolm X, 
Misfits, Clotrane, Costello, Hendrix, Zeppelin, Doors, Billie 

Holliday, Prince, Einstein, Metallica, Janet Jackson, Madonna, 
Bauhaus, Cure, Pink Floyd, Sinead O'Connor, REM, Robert 

Johnson, country, jazz, and lots of movie posters. 
AND MANY MORE! 

Monday-Friday 
9am-8pm 

August 23-27 Reunion 
16th & W streets 

STUDENTS!! 
ARE YOU LOSING MONEY ON YOUR CHECKING ACCOUNT? 

You are if you are not earning interest on your checking account or if you're still paying to 

write & order checks. At FIRST COMMERCE SAVINGS you'll receive: 

24 HOUR ACCESS with your First Commerce ATM Card 
INTEREST paid on STUDENT ACCOUNTS 

(student ID required) 
NO MINIMUM BALANCE required 

(however, $100 needed to open an account) 
Free introductory standard order and a FREE cap 

FDIC INSURED up to $100,000 

Stop in today or call one of our three convenient locations! 

141 First Commerce „ 

imSavings 
A First Commerce Industrial Loan & Investment Company. 

40th & South 11th & P 66th & O 
434-4840 434-4800 434-4860 


