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Open court
Coverage won t curtail Bjorklund s rights

espite attempts to close the courtroom, the trial of Roger
Bjorklund, the man charged with murdering a UNL student
last fall, will be open to the press.

Lancaster County District Judge Donald Endacott ruled the
case open despite Bjorklund’s attorney’s statement that the trial
could not be fair if it were covered by the media.

Press coverage of trials serves a purpose. Having reporters in
the courtroom means the trial is a public one, and that means it is
probably a fair one. What is said during the ings will be
recorded in print and on film and likely will be read and seen by
thousands. This protects against perjury, and the publicity of it all
prevents possible abuse of power by judges, lawyers and juries.

And before ruling, Judge Endacott said the overriding principle
must be “that the defendant is presumed to be innocent until
proven guilty by the state beyond a reasonable doubt.” Obviously
Endacott was keeping Bjorklund’s right to a free trial in mind and
knows it should overrule the rights of the press.

Bjorklund’s rights are most important in this situation, and the
press’s presence should not interfere with them. But Nebraska
Press Association Attorney Alan Peterson was right when he said
a closed hearing actually would draw more attention to the case
than an open hearing.

And this case has drawn plenty of attention since Candice
Harms disappeared Sept. 22. The emotion involved may affect the
public’s view of Bjorklund. But if the press presents the facts in
the case as it should, fairly and objectively, its presence during
his trial should not affect how anyone views Bjorklund's inno-
cence or guilt, . .

Mock election

ASUN vote poor way to decide issue
niversity of Nebraska-Lincoln Chancellor Graham Spanier
showed foresight and tolerance when he decided last
December to replace prayer at UNL’s graduation ceremo-

nies with a moment of silence.

The decision was the perfect solution to the problem faced by a
public institution funded by public funds. Students who wished to
pray could do so to themselves. Students who did not were not
offended by the silence.

It did not remove prayer from graduation. It simply made it
private.

Unfortunately, Spanier reversed his decision this summer and
has now decided to put the decision of prayer at commencement
in the hands of ASUN elections. Prayer was included in last
Saturday's ceremonies based on March's election results in favor
of prayer.

But of the 22,628 students eligible to vote in that ASUN

election, only 3,169 voted. That means 14 percent of UNL

students decided the issue of prayer at graduation for the rest of
the 86 percent.

Whether one approves of prayer at graduation or not, clearly
ASUN elections are no way to determine the issue.

And even if only one student did not wish to pray at gradua-
tion, the issue would be the same. Is prayer at graduation right
simply because a majority of students decide it is?

UNL is a public institution with students of many creeds and
beliefs. There is no possible public prayer that could cover them
all

A vocal minority of students have demanded prayer, and
Spanier has conceded and given it to them. It is unfortunate he
was not able to stand by a moment of silence, which gave every-
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