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Used CD sales controversy
slashes funds for promotions

“PGD’s president made a state-
ment that they want to take advantage
of this (controversy) and continue to

vely market their artists. They
need our type of record stores. Street-
oriented stores like ours get the word

By Jill O'Brien
Senior Reporter

Local music store owners John
McCallum of Twisters and Rod
Ferguson of Pickles have gone to war

with other moglr:g retailers I:_nrougbout outhor new artists,” said.
the nation, siding against four major ‘erguson agreed. “The majors re-
record labels. alize the small retailers are the cutting

“The flack is about selling used
CDs,” McCallum said. “The major
labels don’t want to see used compact
discs in the s!o:;t" 5

“It's a very topic,” Ferguson
said. “Most artists and most of the ly
public don’t know anything about

this.”

Theproblems last April when
CEMA, Capitol/EMI labels, an-
nounced the withdrawal of
tive advertising funds from retail busi
nesses selling used CDs. After
CEMA'’s decision, Sony Music Dis-
tribution (Columbia/Epic), UNI
(MCA), and WEA — Wamer Broth-
ers/Elektra/Atlantic — followed suit.

Withdrawing cooperative funds
means smaller stores like Pickles and

Twisters will no longer be
by the big comp:nnses lik:m
Previously, the major labels contrib-

utodmndstogmmotencwmlma
and artists. Now, it will be up to
retailers to foot the advertising bills.

“Six major monopolies control 95

percent to 96 Pem:u of the record
companies,” McCallum said, “Out of
those six, SmnWEA, CEMA and
UNI are the They are with-
holding dollars ided as a
percentage of our i

The two major labels who have
chosen not to get involved are BMG
and PGD.
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" he said. “We break the new
artists. We're the
etk We'vesupped Going tha

' e've i wi
the top four labels. We're aggressive-

jors and the festof the independents.”

represent independent
retailers and to research the legalities
of the CD issue.
cgal battle intensifies daily as
cmmdecuimmmch':m&m
lawsuits filed against ing la-
bels. While the major labels lost
lawsuit this week, small retailers cel-
%&i (CEMA:') ill be selli
wi ing
us the new Garth Brooks’ CDs after
all,” Ferguson said, referring to
Brooks’ announcement earlier this
summer that he would not allow
CEMA to distribute his new CD to
stores selli
don’t buy
they have to purchase them from a
distributor, Ferguson
direct, which is what Capitol is forced
““w:,‘&'ﬁgm involvedi
involved in
the first ? 3
“He 2
by the used CDs busi
said.

who pro-

the remaining two ma-

co-founded the Indepen-
ic Retailers Association to
the views of i

Brooks may be

used CDs. If retailers
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Charbonneau, i | , Heather Hudson and other trumpet

wear Burger King crowns

Time, effort before season =

sustains pride of NU band

By Jeff Zeleny
Senior Editor

she said. “I like i

They do it by starting to close in on the tradi-
tion,” said. “The pride comes when
new

irst-year Monica
Sioux Falls, 8.D., said Wednesday the
week had been tough so far. -
ot & it’s hot out there,” she said.
out i i
gher, a lq‘nmon ::lc education
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“Artists and writers are losing
!‘y,luﬂﬁmmd

biomnlly. artists make a percent-
age of the profit from the sale of their
records.

ed from the sale of a used CD.
_contentious (
by withdrawing advertising funds,

left, and browse

then getting bi
can't get the

” Ferguson CDs be returned.

opened

cannot be collect- among retailers, F
McCallum,

CEMA has >

 started the retailers are

Ds because of defective
workmanship or the “Try It, Buy It”

mmw:mmon-rﬁoe

who also is an IMRA  with the big retailers like K mart and
ml ' -

“We're trying to get as many peo-

the used CD rack at Twisters. “I never

EﬂoErhbon‘ Robin Stricklind through

buy new CDs,” Stricklind said. “if you wait long enough you can find what you want.”
g-name artists to

M&etﬂeofmdcmmdue:ﬂo):

issued a policy stating that no opened  say ‘What can we do to help

le as we can to form a combined
ining group to go to BMG and
mll‘
The IMRA plans to the

“Big companies want to get rid of
the small retailers and doﬁu’nm

Best Buy,” McCallum said. “If big
retailers get rid of the small guys,
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Unfancy feasts
Lincoln provides for ethnic gourmets

So you want to be in the culinary know, to be
aman-about-town, 8 woman of discerning tastes.
And you want to do it on a budget.

cven native Lincolnites

ell here are some restaurants with which five

may not be familiar.

da :
buying tacos from him for a dollar each.
Then he was “told by the Lord to quit (his)

job and feed those men,” he said.
The result of that dream is Vasquez, a new
Mexican restaurant in a tiny white-washed

room.
The bad velvet toreadors on the wall, the
broken guitar in the corner and the enormous
decorative sombrero create the kind of ugly that
mnoxshl'fbe - e i f Mexi
your only experience of Mexican
caokingmﬁmTaw Bell, then you're in
a very pleasant ise.
" The lunch menu at Vasquez is extraordinar-
ily . You can eat like a king for less than

ago in my search for

' W&mrmmnw'i

gumbo,

I haven’t had barbecue like this in three
years, at least. And I don't think I've had better
gumbo in New Orleans, ;

I ate like a man starved for protein and felt
good all day afterward.

But let me warn you, Eve's is no for
vegetarians. s really no to sit
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