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WASHINGTON — President
Clinton picked up four House con-
verts for his deficit reduction bill in a
visit to Capitol Hill Wednesday, and
administration officials disclosed a
fresh concession designed to blunt the
impact of the measure on high wage
earners.

Clinton maneuvered toline up sup-
port for his plan as akey swing vote in
the Senate, Dennis DeConcini of Ar-
izona, said he remained undecided.
Votes are scheduled for later this week
on the measure, which Clinton says
will trim deficits by $496 billion over
five years.

“The choice is whether we do this
or do nothing and flail around another
60 or 90 days,” Clinton told reporiers
after aclosed-door session with House
Democrats on the moming after a
iclevised appeal from the Oval Of-
fice.

The concession, disclosed by a

senior Treasury Department official,
would give high-income Americans
an cxtra 24 months (o pay a tax in-
creasc in the legislation that would be
retroactive to Jan. 1. crit-
ics had said that aucmpling lo squecze
a full year’s higher Laxes out of less
than six months’ withholding would
causc severe harm o small businesscs
and others,
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President Clinton made an aggressive public appeal to support
mm plan. Taxes on those who eam
under $200,000 per year
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who eam more than
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Clinton administration officialsand
congressional lcaders have said the
Scnate shapes up as a obsta-
cle 1o passage than the Housc, but
Clinton cxpressed oplimism.

“But I don't think the Scnate will
Ictlhclghngodown. Clinton said. *']

nk they would do that to the

Tthamemvedlhophnw-
licr in the year on a 50-49 vote, with
Vice Pm&dcnl Al Gore casting the

caking vole. Smeelhw,oncof

the s , Sen. David Boren, D-
Okla., has announced his opposition,
sending the White House searching:
for an offselting “yes” vote.

One target of White House lobby-
ing, DeConcini, said Wednesday he
was still lcaning against the package
cven afller the president praised him
during his Oval Office speech on

Y.
“Ihaven’tmadc upmy mind.... the
leaning is against it because 1 voted
against it before,” DeConcini said.

LOS ANGELES — A judge
Wednesday denied a defense motion
for anew trial as the sentencing of the
two policemen convicted in the
Rodney King beating got under-
way

Sgt Stacey Koon and Officer hy

Laurence Powell faced a maximum of
10 years in prison for violating King's
civil rights during the beating, scared
into the national consciousness by a
videotape shot by an amateur photog-

U.S. District Judge John Davies
denied the motion for a new trial and
another secking acquittal,

The defense claimed that the guilty
verdicis may have been based on com-
munity rather than strictly on
evidence, William Kopeny, one of
Powell’s lawyers, criticized prosecu-

FBI arrests pair for espionage

WASHINGTON — A Staie De-
partment secretary and a West Afri-
can journalist have been arrcsted on
espmgc charges of delivering clas-

icd defense documents to unautho-
rized people, the FBI said Wednes-

day.
Gcneva Jones, 47, a
ployed at the State Department sBll-
reau of Politico-Military Affairs since
1989, was arresicd Tucsday by FBI
agenis, the burcau said.
was

“Also charged with espionage
Dominic Ntube, who said he is a
the burcau said. Niube is
permanent resident alien from
Cameroon, said Frank Scafidi, spokes-
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L.A. police sentencing begins

tors’ description of the jury as the
“conscience of the cmnmmy

“Isn’t lheng"z the conscience of
u'ncloomnln}n replied the judgce.

n a slale uit-
ted Koon, Powu.nrhnil)n:nyda‘lq?mo
Wmd. of all but one state charge
in the March 1991 ing of King.
The verdicts touched riots that
killed more than 150 and did nearly $1
billion in

Federal civi nghu were
then brought against the four. In April,
ajm'ywnvictedmml’bwell and

man for the FBI's Washington ficld

office.
Tuesdayassheld‘lworkﬂlhcg’ww
Dcpartment,

Scafidi said. Ntube was

who is noteul.lllod 10 receive iL.”
The offense carrics a 10-year pris-
on term,

Kansas City impressed with Shields

RIVERFALLS Wis. — Kansas
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“The onc area you look at and
wonder if he is going (o be able 10 do
it, is (learning) all assignments,
but his amclhgcncc has accclerated
his progress.’

The Chiefs did not have a first or
second-round dralt pick, but the addi-

. tion of Shields has caught the eye of

veteran offensive tackle Re glc

McElroy, who thi
lllerookylc g|||||-(|':w°‘:h‘:!sblg s o
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“Will Shields has a lot of natural
la!pm. said. “He loves the
lusqu feet, and once he
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“l've learned alotof patience from

Reggie. In college, you could jump
andmdnmemebudy Ittakes
more patience.”
The one concemn tcams who passed
up Shiclds had was whether he would
be an clfective pass blocker aller he

thedm Nebraska’s run-based of-

“Everybodydidn’tthink Icould do
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Shields said.
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ally saw me do it?”
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