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Headline: Floods in the Midwest
(fade to logo). Cut to: Map of central
U.S., with Mississippi River high-
lighted and shown as being half as
wide as lowa. Stock footage of a levee
breaking, water rushing through. More
stock fi of housetops poking
through rushing water, with a street
sign or two thrown in for good mea-
sufe Still miore stock footage of people
using boats to get from place to place
(and if it’s ABC, throw in Peter
Jennings, outfitted like Bogartin “The
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Clinton cut short his Hawaii vacation

by a whole 12 hours, after nearly two
days of hints that the would
roast him as surely as it did Bush if he
didn’t go to the Midwest and show
that he cared.

And for what? A couple of photo
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Labor Secretary pass out a
couple million each at a Flood Sum-
mit. Two million? Hmm. Ought to
cover the overtime pay for emergency
workers in St. Louis.
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But the problem is that all sides are taking the ‘glass is half
empty’ approach with Clinton’s “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy, and
for just cause.

The main concession in the policy from the military’s previous
ban on homosexuals, is that recruits will no longer be asked if
they are gay. Military personnel would also be allowed to go to a
gay bar or a gay-pride march without any action being taken
against them.

So why are gay-rights advocates marching in San Francisco
and Chicago protesting the president’s new policy?

The main reason is because Clinton backed off of his initial
pledge to get the ban removed completely, leaving somg stipula-
; ‘..5“‘ has :‘__._ ‘ .'I_' - ,,...,. ., ': = . 11 “.:" -

“Gays can still be discharged for open homosexual conduct,
such as holding hands or kissing in public.

The new policy also creates a rebuttable assumption if a
member of the military says “I am gay.” The soldier who makes
such a comment can rebut the assumption that he/she is engaging
in homosexual conduct, by either lying or by taking a vow of
celibacy for the duration of his/her term of service.

So how far have things really improved for gays under
Clinton’s ‘revolutionary’ new plan?
under their command.
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