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Center’s director
insists UFO believers
have evidence, sanity

By Sam Kepfield
staff Reporter

Physicist Enrico Fermi once asked, “If there
arc other intelligent extraterrestrial life forms
out there, where arc they?”

Some le believe the answer to Fermi’s
question is that they are already herce, and have
been for nearly 50 ycars — and that the U.S.
government knows about it

The Lincoln-based Fortcan Rescarch Center
sponsored “Exploring Unexplained Phenom-
ena V" this end at thc Nebraska Center for
Continuing Education. Founded in 1982, the
Fortean Center, named for paranormal re-
scarcher Charles Fort, has sponsored five con-
ferences over the past 10 yecars, on various
paranormal LOpiCS.

The focus of this ycar's confercnce was
Unidentified Flying Objects. Scientific data
was prescnicd by world-renowned rescarchers
from such diverse fields as nuclear physics 1o
thcology, on topics from crop circles to abduc-
Lions.

Scott Colborn, director of the center, said it
was “high time that we forgetabout what others
think of this. It's time for people 10 come
forward with what they know, be it rescarch or
personal experiences.”

The UFO ficld has wo oficn been painted as
the provinee of the “True Belicvers,” who
“want 10 be beamed up now,” Colborn said.

Two presentations centered on the crash of
a spacecraft ncar Roswell, N.M., in July 1947.
Kevin Randle, a former Air Force intelligence
officer, set out initially o disprove the cntire
story in 1988. But as he and his pariner, Don
Schmitt, dug deeper, they found credible, first-
hand evidence that the crash had indeed oc-
curred, and that the U.S. government had cov-
cred it up. Their first book on the incident
appcared in 1991; a second book, presenting
cven more evidence, is due out at the end of
1993,

Stanton Fricdman, a nuclear physicist, has
rescarched the same event for the last 15 years.
Fricdman said he had uncovered evidence point-
ing 1o a crash ncar Roswell, as well as indica-
tions of another one nearby at the same time.

Although he and Randle disagree onsomeof
the details, the two are in accord on most of the
basics.

Fricdman said the theory that UFOs are the
staple of uneducated fools is inaccurate. He
said Gallur polls showed that the rnalgorily of
people believe in UFOs and that the more
cducated a person is, the more likely he is o
belicve in UFOs.

“If you'rea belicver, you're the cream of the
crop, not the bottom of the barrel. Come out of
the closet!™ Friedman said, adding that most
scicnlists and engincers arc believers as well,

The three-day confercnce also included a
pancl of five people, four of them (rom Ne-
braska — two from Lincoln — who claimed to
have muluple abduction cxpericnces. One of
the speakers was Dr. John Slater, a professor of
Indian Studies at the University of North Da-
kota. Slater said he had been abducted several
times, most recently in 1988,

Theologian Ray Boeche, co-founder of the
Fortcan Center, spoke on the similaritics be-
tween ancient tales of demons and fairies and
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modern tales of “Men in Black” who ofien
thrcalcn and harass UFO wilnesses and
abductecs. :

Bocche said he was doubtful that these
sightings were acually cxtraterrestrial, He said
he belicved somc may come from inside the
Earth and abductions may be conducicd in
tandem with the government.

“The danger of belief,” Boeche cautioned,
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“isthat widespread, uncritical belicf could lead
to overt rule by god-like beings, much like
Mount Olympus,” The subject must be ap-
proached with a great deal of caution, he said.

Colborn agreed. “The cenier comes at this
from an gpen-minded, skeptical point of view.

- We try 1o be open-minded, but not so much so

that our brains (all om.’j
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Contference explores unexplained phenomena

Abduction survivor
shares experiences
about meeting aliens

By Sam Kepfield
Staff Reporter

“The firsttime you meet somcone who's had
a bizamre experience like this, you feel like
you're no longer alone in this world.”

For Vicki Stadler, that sentiment is particu-
lacly important, in light of hor “bizarrc cxperi-
ences.” '

Stadler, 41, a lifelong Lincolnite, said she
has beenabducied by alicns nearly onc hundred
times sincc age seven,

She told her story Friday night at a confer-
cnce sponsercd by the Fortcan Rescarch Cen-
ter, at the Center for Continuing Education,
33rd and Holdrege strects.

Stadler said her first experience occurred at

" age 7, while playing in her back yard. She saw

a'tiny man — very old with large eyes and
dressed in a snug-fitting uniform — motion to
her from a garage in the back yard. She fol-
lowed him inside, and walked into “an cnor-
mously bright light.”” She awoke threc hours
later inacloset— unusual, considering she had
claustrophobia.

In 1984 Stadler’s cxperiences began again,
when she began 1o have a recurring dream that
she was in her car taking a trip to Branched Oak
Lake. At the lake she was mel by a large ship
and was drawn up into a light. Once inside, the
alicns cxamined her physically and questioned
her. She was returned two days later,

In 1989, she began seeing a psychologist to
help her remember the events. With the aid of
hyprosis, the memories came back in a “land-
slide.”

Since then, Stadler’s visitations have re-
sulted in two mysieriously-lerminaicd preg-
nancies. Onc five months along, which physi-
cians termed a “miscarriage.”

She was [ollowed scveral times by “men in
black,” alter beginning work onan article, with
her husband and her psychologist, about a
sccretunderground installation in New Maxico
which houses human and hybrid human-alien
children.

Stadler said that cverything that has oc-
curred has left her with symptoms akin Lo post-
traumalic stress syndrome, or rapc Lrauma syn-
drome. Socially, she said she was hesitant at
first 10 come lorth with her story, “because
someone¢ you know will find out and think
you're a lunatic.” This is only the second time
she Kas made her experiences public; the first
was a ycar and a half ago atasimilar conference
in Lincoln.

She isnot fazed, though, by those who might
cry hoax. More professionals arc coming (0
recognize the problem, and it is gaining accep-
tancc from the general public, with support
groups forming everywhere, including Lin-
coln.

“Most people don't know the magnitude of
it. I'm not real educated, but 1'm real knowl-

edgcablc on this topic,” she said. “I try 1o live
my life, witha h and our children, and
od!l things occur in life from which there is no

rcl‘otcpeo point to deal with them.”
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