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Clinton tries to move past criticism from budget
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Costa Rican justices
taken hostage by
armed terrorist group

SAN JOSE, Costa Rica — Four
gunmcn barged into the Cosia Rican
upreme Court on Monday and ook
19 of the 22 justices hostage, officials
said.

The gunmen, who callcd them-
selves members of “The Commando
of Death,” cntered the four-story build-
ing through a basement entrance, said
Jose Gerardo Gonzalez, an Interior
Ministry csman.

Rafael Brenes, deputy director of
the judicial police, told reporters there
were four gunmen, and he didntknow
their nationality. He said onc of the
judges held hostage was a woman.

He didn’t say how the government
knew the attackers called themselves

“*The Commando of Death,”™ nor il -

ﬁmom;mls had ‘had any "contact with ™

“The situation is very critical. We
believe it involvedkidnapping,”
Gonzalez said.

He said he had no immediate de-
tails concering the group or its de-
mands. The number of gunmen in-
volved was not known.

WASHINGTON — President
Clinton struggled T 1o revive
hisstalled legislativeagendaand over-
cmpmblcmsmadcmﬂ:wmsmg I?';
clear in a candid asscssment by
budget director.

Leon Pancuta said Monday that his
boss’ economic program and proposed

_ aid to Russia are facing uphill baules
in Congress, and that support is lack-
ing to approve the frec-trade agree-
ment with Canada and Mexico.

Pancutaalso suggested thatClinton
delay rclcasing his health carc plan

. becausc of problems the president’s

scparatc budget package is having in
Congress.

Hisremarks werc published in sev-
eral national newspapers, including
The Washington Post, where a front-
page headline rcad, “Paneula: Presi-

mmm
callod an cmergency meeling of his
Cabinet to determine what to do.
Dozens of policc armed with as-
sault rifles surrounded the building,
while people tinside were seen
lcavin lhc building. Gonzalez. said
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ROME — lialy’s political old
guard took another hitTuesday when
a Senate committee recommended
lifting the parliamentary immunity
of Giulio Andrcotti so that pros-
eculors can pursuc suspicions he
had secret ties 10 the Mafia.

A full Senate vote on Andreolti,
senator for life and a seven-lime
former premier, was scheduled for
May 6.

Italy was set on its car when
three Mafia turncoats in the United
States talked of mectings between
mob bosses and Andreotti.

In one encounter in
the late 1980s, Sicily's “boss of

Italian old guard takes
yet another political hit

bosses,” Salvatore “Toto™ Riina,

was said 1o have greeted Andreom
with a “kiss of respect.” Former
mobsters say the Mafia counted on
Andreotti to influcnce appeals
courts Lo reverse mob conviclions.

Tuesday's decision was onc
more sign of crumbling support for
a scandal-ridden ruling class.

Premicr-designate Carlo Ciampi
sounded out political leaders in
Rome to see if he could forge a
government strong cnough 1o guar-
antee reforms,

If he succeeds, the 72- rw -old
EvmoflheBankol‘lla y would

Ialy’s first ier 1o come
from outside politics.

Conan O’Brien a surprise

NEW YORK — Did NBC choose
unknown comic Conan O'Brien 10
take “Late Night” in bold, new direc-
tions? Or di icked network
mewl cast Imn mto the void that

Letterman created and Garry
Shnndli _mfundmfﬂl?émdc

ng’'s manager, ey,

says the Lw Night” job was

Shandling’s if he wanted it. NBC says

never gol that far.
and other matlers were still
ﬂrlllC'sWutCoﬂm
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fair-haired, 30-year-old who told Leno
lle hnd been “cating a big sandwich”

m of his selection
urller in the day.

thi:BC s pﬁml(.:.-cm;% lincup sits in
placc ] s news
hmmmems

line NBC~GM pi pictup truck scandal
that led 10 the April rcsismﬂon of

“!waﬂdhnvcaxpccwdmcm totry

dent in Trouble on Hill,”

Administration officials scrambled
lomove past thestory, insisting Clinton
still expects 1o securc aid 1o Russia, a
modified frec-trade pact and a timely
health care plan.

Clinton was asked during his morn-
ing jog il he was mad at his budget
chief, “What for?” he said.

Communications dircctor George
Stephanopoulos said Panctta had not
talked to Clinton but was greetcd
warmly at the scnior stafl mccung
Tuesday aftcrnoon. “No boos,
Stephanopoulos quipped.

According 1o the spokcsman,
Panciia told his colleagucs, “Listen, I
don’t think that was the right charac-
terization of the way I was lalking.
I'm sorry for the way it turned oul.

A scnior administration o[ﬁc;al

ief
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Hallelujah. The truth has been told.
—Kerrey
Senator
- e

commenting on condition of anonym-
ity, said Clinton was “hotat first,” but
accepted Pancita’s cxplanation.

There were comments that the
White Housc was i finally owning upto
its problems. “Hallclujah. The truth
has been told,” Sen. Bob Kerrey, D-
Neb., said. Oﬂu,ulspublulyzmdpn-
vately denicd theorics that Panetia
was lrying (o geta message 1o Clinton
or that thc administration was using
Panelia to lower the nation’s expecla-
tions of Clinton's presidency.

Clinton told the National Realiors
Association l}m“lhechmgcs we have
to make won lbceasy It hasn’t been
casy so [ar, It's noL going 10 be casy in
the future.”

Hemet with Democratic lcaders of
Congress 10 plot strategy for his cco-
nomic packageandtodiscuss progress
on health care changes.

Clinton told the real estate group
that hc had spent his first 100 days
trying “to overcome inertia, ideology
and indifference.”

Serbs ignore sanctions;

SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzegovina
— Rebel Serbs thumbed their noses
Tucsday at new sanclions meanl 10
break their resolve, pounding onc

: Bosnian Muslim
enclave with gun-
firc and challeng-

U.N. officials

said the Bihac re-
gion in northwest-
e Bosnia was under Serb artillery
attack and an infantry company backed
by 10 tanks had moved into the arca
from a Serb-held sector of Croatia to

The offensive and the defiance of
U.N. authority in Srebrenica were the
latest signs of Scrb refusal 10 bend 10
w«mwm»
nuad\'upshvnlhlmmoﬂect
Tuesday.

Tluuls of foreign military inlu'-

.'F"m the Bosnian Serbs
hemdq) ucsday when Russia joined

challenge Muslims, U.N.
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The time has come for decisive measures to stifle

the contflict.

—Yeltsin
Russian president

Russian President Boris Yelisin
issucd a warning 1o Serbs and pledged
unity with the WesL

time has come for decisive
measures to stiflc the conflict,” Yelisin
said mMMoscow. A ey

Al Pentagon, v
Jeremiah, vice chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Stafl, spoke of difficultics

ming !’uce 10 end the conflict.

The Bihac fi
ubowofdel'ngulhngn begmnmg

of another land grab before the West

and the United Nations can decide on
anti-Serb ry action.
f 100-150 troops

“The f
. .8 certainly not
mtlulwouldl!c 4 Gen mk%lhc
puckﬂ." : ric
m of U.N. peace-
keepers in ‘and its er

“The m isam
nst Cedric , the chie cmhan
.N. in Yugoslavia, adding it
g:: ( a“local and crazy inilgia-
live.

The Bosnian Serb army latcr is-
sued a statement Mun% ||sclf
from “provocative atiacks”
unorganized group of people.”

Yeltsin renews pro-Western policy

MOSCOW — Bolstered by a na-
tionwide yolc of confidence, Presi-
dent Boris Yelisin revived his. pro-
Wesiern foreign policy Tucsday and
top aides began pushing for a new
ggnmtuuon 1o strengthen the presi-

nc

Thcl' rstofficial resultsof Sunday's
referendum showed that 58 ntof
the volers ex confidence in
Yeltsin and 52.9 percent endorsed his
economic reforms.

Hard-line lawmakers had expected
Yelsin o lose on the cconomic ucu-
tion. Intead, the resulis appear o
emboldencd the 62-ycar-old
and his tcam of reformers,
Tuesday revived two forcign policy
initiatives that had an Russian
nationalists and were put on hold be-
fore the refcrendum.

First, he issucd a sharp warmning to
militant Serbs in the former Yugosla-
via, despite howls of protest from
lawmakers who consider the Serbs 1o
be ethnic and religious brethren.
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Russia “will not protect those who
stand in the way of peaccful accord,”
Yehsin said. “The U.N. will stand
against Serbian nationalists and any

other warring partics who arc gam- -

bling on force.
clisin also pushcd ahcad with
lans 1o visit Japan, ignoring hard-
iners who fcar he may agree (o give
back four islands that the Sovict Union
seized from Japan at the end of World
War I1.

Yeltsin had planncd 10 visit Japan
last fall, but the trip was canceled
because of the dispule over the Kuril
Islands, which Japan calls its North-
em Territorics.

Two of Yeltsin's legal advisers
alsocalledTucsday forthcomvcmng
of a “constitucnt asscmbly” 10
the proposed conslitution that Yeltsin
relcased on the cve of the referendum.

Dcputy Prime Minisicr Sergei
Shakhrai said the draft version would
make Russia a presidential blic,
making the president Russia’s “su-

mulhmt!'ﬂmmdls

solve parliament - under

gertain cir-
cumstances,

3 righi lowper %’""af b,
civil n Xcycv,
loldammfm the new
constitution also would vide a
stmnp legislltm and ndent
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