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‘S-mall voice

remember when [ was asked to [

- wrile a column. I certainly didn’t
- decide to do it for the money.

KIRBY MOSS

L0 o

Nor for the notoriety —
“because if you toss your

the arcna
© Iwrote

're sure (o get

or bad,

g |

eachtimeI scanned

the pages of the Daily Nebraskan, 1
hokemr a difrcmnlypcrspective. A
different voice. A voice I seldom
found. So, withabitof trepidation I'll
admit, I looked within myself for that
niissing voice,

What would I say? How would 1
say it? I had no idea. But I did know
I had something to say. Somcthing
different from what I read each day in
the paper.

neasy of what people may or may
not have thought of my thoughts and
my writing, I started ing away at
my first. column. But why?

. Whathappened was that my fear of
being silenced oulweighed my fearof
expressing myself. SoIbegan to write
of things 1 oficn ruminated about:
education, death, apathy, discrimina-
tion, the weather, my family and most
of all — mysclf,

Ilive inasociety wherecven though
Tam seen, to the majority culture I'am
practically non-existent. I don't own
any businesses. No land. No property.
No other person, No clout.

Yet, I do own a voice. A small onc

nonctheless, but still a voice. And if
what I write about here cach week or
so0 goes unnoticed by most pcople on
this campus, so what.
_ T'write anyway and shove my way
into the ic forum because I want
those who assume [ don't exist to
know that I am not only here, but I
have something to say:

1AM NOT WHO YOU ASSUME
ME TO BE!

Because I speak out from deep
within myself about the inequitics
and injustices of this society, am not
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I livg in a society
whefte even though |
am seen, to the
majority culture |
am practically
non-existent. |
don’t own any busi-
nesses. No land. No
property. No other
person. No clout.

hateful, radical or bitter.

Because: I auend this university
and my skin is black, I am not an
athlcte.

Because 1 walk behind a white
woman on a dimly lit street and she
clutches her purse in terror, 1 am not
a thief/mugger/rapisty/criminal.

Because [ stand in the lobby of a
four-star hotel in shirtand tie,  am not
aporier— as a white woman no doubt
assumed once when she said to me,
“Young man, my bags are in that red
car there.”

Because I speak in a vernacular
full of rhythms and cultural meaning
that docs not always mimic Standard
English, I am still articulate.

Mcrcl¥ assumptions.

Too often and too long, pcople of
color have allowed others to speak for

eic . , . most of whom are white folks. .
poapleomplain sbout “the rag” and

l o, ml‘ m Ly
its homogenized contents. Most people
of color are so disgusted with the
paper they don’teven read it, but still
criticize the narrow perspective in its -
pages.

Instead, apply foraslotas acolum-
nist. Write for Diversions. Write let-
ters to the editor. Add your own per-
spective to the dialoguc taking place
around you and about you.

As] said, this small column I write
is no big deal in the scheme of things.
But when I sit down to write and 1
think and feel ly about what 1
write, I discover things about mysell
and people around me. What'I write
answers some of life’s elusive ques-
tions and that's refreshing.

Self-discovery is what I've been
upto in these columns. So think about
it. Before complaining about the lack
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How you get it oul isnot so impor-
tant. What's critical is that you don’t
allow yourself to be silenced. If so, all
the assumptions become us and we
ceasc to existas “individuals” of color.

Mon., May 10 vs. Northern Iowa, 4 p.m.

Moss is a graduate student in anthropol-
ogy and & Daily Nebraskan columnist.

KihSey rep

onsidering the statc of contem-
American politics, one

might flirt with Plato’s sugges-
tion that artists be kept out of the
Republic. Artists, Plalo warmned, were
particularly dangerous to republics.
Not because they questioned author-
ity — as simplecton artists might con-
gratlate themselves — but because
they tended 1o lead the population
down irrational paths. Maintaining
the Republic required rational minds:
artists conned pcople by tugging at
their fickle hearts.

But many heartsamong America’s
neo-left must have sunk this past
month at some news that threatened Lo
expose their con.

Sociologists began as carly as the
1940s to inundate the United States
with statistical “rescarch™ that chal-
lenged anumber of assumptions basic
w0 xnwncan culwre at the time, For

example, the data urged that Ameri-
cans were sexual h

ws..Amu'i-

(GGARY YOUNG

March for special
attention in the
political realm as
they will, the gay
community
deserves as much
political clout as,
say, the Amish
community.

ort proven a sham

Y repart . they hadn't come Lo grips with con-

clicing homoses temporary, scxy, American life.
i seized on these  Receny studics, however, have
sregardingsexuality. than a con. Common. sensibilitics
s showed that mar- about sexuality have proven correct
) sandn over time. A full 45 1aboo-overtum-

ing years after the Kinsey report's
m as a complete
sham: 1 of Kinsey's central
claims havebeen proven

the more interesting find-

+ but simply hidden. Building on - jngs of

the ‘reality’ that one in 10 men were wgl:ssurvcymmcricanscxualilyis

gay, homosexual political organiza- thay tecn-age whitc males lose their

tions 1o emerge, demanding 10 yirginity, on the average, about the

_percent levels of political clout. same time they become eligible to
The argument of the new left was  vote, Married men report that they

Victorians; air

proven that these data were little more
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Do you want to golf, but
don't have any clubs?

have roughly one sexual partner. But
of course most mﬂ%ﬂw study’s
correction on the numbers of homo-
sexuals, According to the Guttmacher
Institute — the research arm of
Planned Parenthood, mind you — a
mere | out of 100 men is a practicing
homosexual. Whatever the hype about
everyone being surrounded by closet
homosexuals, Planned Parenthood’s
favored number-counters donot lie: 1
percent.

March for special attention in the
political realm as they will, the
communily deserves as much politi-
cal clout as, say, the Amish commu-
nity.

In light of the empirical evidence
that has surfaced only this week, ra-
tional minds can only wonder at the
success of such bold sexual revolu-
tion — with its profound, well-de-
tailed social costs — built on such
dubious claims.

But remember Plato's warning.
Plato knew that hearts were much
more vulnerable to con men — like
foundin Kinsey
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