Stay alert

Waco proves cults need close watching

onday, rather than being forced out of his compound in

Waco, Texas, David Koresh set it ablaze and is believed

to have perished inside with as many as 87 members of
his Branch Davidian cult. Among those suspected dead are 25
children.

The fire was set six hours after FBI agents began pumping tear
gas into the compound buildings in an effort to end the 51 day
standoff. According to the FBI, the cult members who perished
set the fire themselves.

This startling episode brings back memories of the 1978 mass-
suicide of followers of Jim Jones in Guyana that killed 913
people. It is a sobering reminder of what people are capable of —
especially when guided by one such as Koresh, who claims to
know the will of God.

It is also further evidence of the danger of cults. And the
problem is not so far away as Waco. Lincoln has had its own
problems with a group that has been identified as a cult that has
used suspicious methods of recruiting and training its members.

Cults like David Koresh's operate by preying on those who
feel isolated from society and taking them in and giving them a
false sense of belonging. The allegiance that can be developed by
such groups — as evidenced by the willingness of the Waco
compound members to literally burn themselves to death — can

In Lincoln and in cities everywhere, care should be taken that
cult groups do not establish such a hold on helpless people.
Certainly the danger of something like what happened in Waco is
not likely here, but still we should keep a watchful eye on groups
that prey on those isolated from society and demand control over
their lives.

Shameful symbol
Mississippi should redesign state flag

n assault was launched in Mississippi on Monday against
an institution that has been dead for almost 130 years but
still refuses 1o die in too many peoples’ minds.
The Mississippi NAACP, its Jackson branch and 49 individual
African Americans filed a lawsuit seeking to get rid of the Missis-
sippi state flag, arguing it promotes racial disharmony with its
symbols of the Confederacy.

The flag, designed in 1894, includes a copy of the the Confed-
erate Battle Flag.

The Confederate flag itself flics above the Alabama capitol,
and Mississippi and Georgia use it as part of their state flags.
South Carolina flies it in its legislative chambers.

State Rep. Aaron Henry, president of the Mississippi state
branch of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, called the Mississippi flag “‘an insult t0 African- -
American citizens.” *

Gov. Kirk Fordice, named as a defendant in Monday's lawsuit,
has said there arc more pressing issues facing the state.

Redesigning the state flag may not be the most important issue
facing Mississippi. But it is a change whose time is long past.

The American South has many things 10 be proud of. But the
he Confederacy, a rebellion dedicated 1o ensuring that African
Americans would remain enslaved, is not one of them.

- Itis time the South finally let the Confi die and remove
mbol — which can only be incredibly offensive to African
s — from their flags and capitols.
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Accusation
Thisaccusation issimply false (DN,

il 19, 1993). The Senate hasa 57-
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As a college student, I don’t have
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for their and leadership in
liberal times. This stimulus package
is bogus in many wllys. Soclhﬂ%
medicine is wrong.
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Efficiency is bred through coop-
eration. Even though President
Clinton’s office door is open and the
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is0 , he will not accept an
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ogy in which he believes. “Conserva-
tive i " tells me that President
Clinton’s plan, while good
intentioned, is a bad solution to a bad
problem.
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Antics

lt&purs thatin the Daily Nebras-
kan editorial “Childish antics” (DN,
April 18, 1993) the editors had their

) ly distorted. Firstof all,
the National Organization for Women
was not prolesting exploitation on
16th street, they were protesting the
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disagreement with public policy has
dangerous overtones of an atiempt to
violate our freedom of speech. But
then again, if we're just scared con-

servatives ?Jouung off, maybe you

thinll: the first amendment doesn't
apply.
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‘Daily hypocrite’
Let’s all play a . of

tion, OK? Imagine orjusumomcni
that last November's election had
turned out differently. George Bushis

still president. Dan Quayle isstill vice ¢

president. Marilyn Quayle is lo arrive
alt UNL for a speech. The Y
Democrats, Students for Choice an
the Women's Center organize a pro-
test outside the Lied Center in oppo-
sition to the Bush administration poli-

cies on issues like health care and Pain
abortion.
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Abortion

I'dliketo toGary Young's
column (April 12, 1993) in which he
criticizes ice le for fail-
ing 1o the side of the
abortion issue. Although Young fccls
he has room Lo criticize, he, like the
people he is being critical of, also fails

o oach the ing issues.
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white children are in ificant de-
mand for ion? about the
fact that in China alone there are
70,000 children waiting for homes, as
well as thousands of other children
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who are toooften minorities— are the
ones who are excessive
unwanted ? 's going
to adopt these babies of color? 's
going 1o pay to feed these babies who
are being born into ? Strange
it i who are fighting
abortion rights are not only acting as
a stumbling block to contracépuve
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Yes, Gary is right, pro-ch
should address the that this is a

life; diplomacy cannotoccur with one-

sided views, and 1 believe pro-lifers,
?_sone-siduda their views are, arc not
ing just 1o ANNOY OF SUppress pro-
_llﬂll.“%e must all realize that
there are two sides to this issue. The
truth is, neither side on this issue
really knows what kind of life this
really is, whether we can really call il
human, what its ical awarencss
is, orhwlubuit v Or experiences
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ver of that occur in a
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protection.
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