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No business

Humanrights more important than money

In tough economic limes, it is often difficult for a nation to live
up 1o its own standards of whalt is right.

Such is the dilemma faced by the United Statcs and President
Clinton regarding China. We must balance doing what is right
against our pressing cconomic needs.

China is one of the most
repressive countries in the
world. As demonstrated in
Tiahanmen Square, the
Chinesc have little qualms
aboul human rights and no
problem in killing their own
citizens.

The United States, a
nation thal belicves in human
rights and has pledged to
protect them around the
world, should not associaic
itself in any way with China.
We should certainly not aid
them through tradc.

But China is a large
1 customer of American goods
in a time when fewer and
fewer nations are. The Associated Press reported that Friday, the
Chincse agreed 1o buy $800 million worth of airplancs (rom the
Bocing Co. On Tucsday, they will negotiate with Detroil 1o buy
24,000 cars worth $500 million.

The Chinese indicated 10 Boeing that they expect 1o need 800
more airplanes over the next 15 years.

Boeing necds the business. The company laid off 10,000
workers last year and announced that 28,000 morce jobs would be
eliminated in the next year and a half.

The trade moves by the Chinese arc part of a stralegy 10
pressure Washington (o continuc normal trade status with China.
They are working on U.S. business intcrests, which arc pressuring
Clinton and the Congress to avoid any moves that might antago-
nize the Chinesc.

Clinton has until June 3 10 make a decision on renewing
China’s most-favored-nation trade status for another year. If the
Chinese lose MFN status, they will face higher trade barriers in
the United Stales.

Last year, President Bush used his veto power 1o beal back
cfforts by congressional Democrats to imposc human rights
conditions on MFN for China. During the presidential campaign,
Clinton criticized Bush’s move and sided with those in Congress
who favored sanctions against the Chinese.

He criticized Bush for “doing business as usual with thosc who
murdered frecdom in Tiananmen Square.”

Now Clinton — and the United States — lace the challenge of
dealing with cconomic rcality and what is right. We must decide
if we will stand by what we believe in or do what is politically
expedient.

The United Statcs should not renew China’s MFN status. We
should not grant special privileges to a nation that kills its own
people.

China may be the world's largest growing cconomy. And we
may be a nation that is badly in need of economic growth.

But some prices arc 100 high to pay. Trade with a nation that
has blood on its hands Lo further our economic interests is one of

them.
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Freaking out

y veh.
I’'m sick. I'm tired. I’ ve been
sick and tired for weeks. I'm
sick and tired of being sick and tired.

So I exclaim, “Oy veh,” a popular
Yiddish expression that can mean ¢i-
ther “No, you schmuck, I said onc
kosher dog WITHOUT relish” or “I
think I'm going to dic.”

In my case, since 1 like my dogs
with relish, I think I'm going 1o dic.

Of what | have no idea.

Neither did the health center. Last
week they screened me and my blood
cells for mono, ancmia and pregnancy.
I'had a greater chance of having pros-
Late cancer than bcinF pregnant.

Of course, I shouldn't joke about
that. With my luck, I might grow a
prostatc and then develop cancer init.

Since I stumped the panel at the
health center, | sought the opinion of
a truly professional group — my
fricnds.

One mused that | had cither walk-
ing pncumonia or the boogic-woogic

. flu. The other told me | was pregnant.

Lacking more friends, [ tuned oa
specialist. He looked in my ears, nosc
and throat. He told me if four bottles
of antibiotics hadn’t curcd me, 1 prob-
ably didn’t have an infcction. Heck,
my [ricnds could have 1old me that.

So he sent mec away with a [ifth
round of drugs, morc potent than the
others, which means the side effects

ly include nausca, decrcased
sizc and making my head spin
around.

Being sick is bad cnough. Not
knowing why you're sickaddsa wholc
new dimension. Besides being sneezy,
I'm a{;to cmbt;yp:ﬁmmgp:m bggcy.

usc
the doc is snowed whilte. 3

Tomake mauers worse, I'm older,

AsofFriday,I'm now 23 ycarsold.
If I'm an average human being, that
means about one-third of my life is
over. Of course, the optimist would
tell me two-thirds of my lifc is still left
in the glass. Then | would hack a

Ioon:‘m‘him. :

ys don’t usually get me
down. I like tothink of them as a good
excusc 10 act half as old as you really

are.
But when, on the day that old Fa-

Holy days
Thisis in responsc 1o Russ Barger's
leuer (DN 1993). Barger is
cumiagﬁm&mmd UNL docs
not cancel classes on Good Friday is
discrimination against him. Since the
universit mmm thculg
10us - religions
muﬁtm%ﬁmmmm
canceling classes 0 b
He also thinks M?o should not
forget our roots and what makes us

can be

AT

Neither did the
health center. Last
week they
screened me and
my blood cells for
mono, anemia and
pregnancy. | had a
greater chance of
having prostate
cancer than being

pregnant.

ther Time tacks another onc on your
tab, you feel like death warmed over,
you can't help but wonder if you'll
ever gel 1o cough out your birthday
candles again.

The trauma of spilting mucus on
my keyboard and not knowing why
and the trauma of being a year closer
to meeting my maker kind of swirl

ether in my brain until they create
a third trauma: fcar.

The optimist would tcll me I have
nothing to fear but fear itself. I would
say, “You’'re absolutcly right.” Then
I would make him very afraid of
short-haired women with phlegm in
their lungs.

But what if this phlcgm never
leaves? What if 1 have uberculosis?
What if I have bubonic plaguc? What
il I have prostate cancer? What if |
have cancer of something clsc? What
il it’s that chocolatc Easter bunny 1
ate? The liule had 21 grams of
total fat. What il this is
Thanks, Eastcr bunny.,
___Supposing I live, what then? What
if I flunk a class? What if [ don’t like

c end?

“Midwestern Christians.” He should
realize not everyonc at this universi
is a “Midwestern Christian,” Wilz
this statement he is blatantly i

: »
the right to force its beliefs on J.,,,-

sickening

my job in Ohio? What if 1 contract
bubonic plague in Ohio? What if my
fricnds, having the time of their lives
this summcr, forget all about me sul-
fering from plague in God-forsaken
westernOhio? Whatif I return and my
fricnds decide, plaguc or no plaguc,
that they just can’t associale with
short-haired, phlegm-clogged women
anymore? ‘

Oh, let’s not forget what might
ha alter we lcave the alma mater.
wmlcm't find a good job? What
if T can't find any job? Snppomn&I
find a job, am 1 doomed to spend the
restof my life stufTing those pimento-
things into olives? :

And what about the rest of my life?
What if I forget to have kids? What if
I DO have kids? What if onc of them
contracts bubonic plague at summer
camp? What if they grow up lo be
olive stuffers, Branch Davidians or,
worse yet, columnists? Whatifonc of
my kids becomes a columnist, then
rcads this and chastiscs me on the
pages of the New York Times? What
il it’s the Sunday edilgon?

You see where the “what i™ roller
coaster is going — nowhere.

A liule fear is perfectly natural.
Without it, we would cross busy streets
at whim, bungee jump with dental
floss and eat the mystery-meat dishes
at the cafeteria.

Bul constanily worrying aboul
things beyond our immediate control
isausclessenterprisc knownas “freak-
ingout.” Man{ ol us frcak outatsome
point in our lives, cspecially when
change, such as the end of the school
ycar, rolls around.

Take a deep breath, talk to friends,
write it down, u'c:}n Y&dish sa);-
ingsorspiton aspecialist. Worry only
about what needs 1o be worried about
today. ’

Fear becomes cancerous if il gocs
unchecked.

That would mean | DO have can-
cer.
Oy veh.

Paulman is a senjor news-editorial and
history major and a Daily Nebraskan colum-
nist and photographer.

one in the socicty. Honoring religious
holy days at a Iiunivmil&isa
subtle way those who do not
subscribe Lo that religion that there is

with them for not
being in . These arc the
kinds of things that lead to intoler-

minority groups.

Jm Gustafson
senior
Spanish
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