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By m Smith
hem s a blue-light special on safety at
UNL, and it seems everyone wants L0
follow suit, University Telecommuni-

cations Director Ruth Michalecki said.

Since UNL’s code-blue emergency phone
sysiem was im nted on campus in Sep-
tember, Mic ki said, the University of
Nebraska at Omaha, Hastings College and
Doane College have inguired about the code-
blue phones.

The University of Nebraska at Kearney has
also bought two emergency phone units, fol-
lowing UNL's lcad.

Qutside interest in the phones, Michalecki
said, was spurred from their effectiveness on
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Interest in UNL’s code-blue phones growing

City, colleges may buy similar emergency equipment

“The reason (the phones) are working is
because most students take them seriously,”
she said.

Michalecki said UNL was a groundbreaker
with the new system, and onc of the first
campuses loexperience the cIchuvcncss of the
code-blue phones, which arc in 36 loca-
tions at the University of Negraska-meoln

“UNL is onc of the first campuses in| thearea
10 have this type of system,” she said. “It’s
definitely the firstin the state, They’ve worked
well so far.”

The City of Lincolnalso wants toimplement

anemergency telephone system downtown simi-
lar to the code-blue phones.

Representatives from the city contacted
Michaleckiin December to ask about where the
university bought the phones and for other
information about them, she said.

Michalecki said there were big differences
between the emergency phones at UNL and the
proposed cily units.

When activaled, the university emergency
phones dial straight (o the campus operator, she
said. The operator then dispaiches the appropri-
ate assistance to the location.

However, Michalecki said, phones on Lin-
coln city streets would be more troublesome
than the UNL blue light phones, partly because

OPINION

Vol. 92 No. 139

the emergency calls on the proposed city emer-
gency phones would go directly to 911.

“For a person 10 use those phones. it would
have 10 be a real emergency,” she said. “Our
code blues arc often used for less life-threaten-

ing emergencics.”

Michalecki said the ecffectiveness of the
city’s emergency phones could be hampered
with the direct connection to 911,

“I think the phones would be highly abused
in that respect,” Michalecki said.

But the system could be a lifcsaver for those
who actually needed help, she said.

“There are plcnly of places in town where
they could be used,” she said. “They would be
dynamite on bike paths.”

Night lights
ruin view of
star-lit sky,

official says

By Mark Baldridge
Senior Editor AL
he sky may not be falling, but
it is geuing smaller, Erik
Hubl, a Lincoln amatcur as-
tronomer, said.

Hubl, who heads the committee
thatoperates the Hyde Observatory in
Holmes Park, estimated that the vis-
ible night sky, as seen from the obser-
vatory, has diminished 15 o 20 per-
cenl in récent ycars.

The shrinking-sky phenomenon is
caused by h%m pollution from hous-

ing and developments south of
the observatory. L: ht pollution,
sometimes called light trespass, is

caused when light rrom one property

encroaches on another.
“We first tonotice (the prob-
lem) when Edgewood Center was

bcl built,” he said. “What we could

ast year we couldn’t sec this

L|g E: lution usually is a result

of unshi orimproperly desi
lights, Hubl said. o

“It’s basically wasicd light,” he
said. “If you can fly abovc a city and
scc the actual pinpoints of light fila-
ments, that is I:_&:.“ that is being di-
rected out into the air,

“You have o ask yourscell, ‘Why
did that person want Lo illuminate the
airplanc?’ becausc that’s all they're
doing. It's basically a wasic of en-
ergy, Hubl said.

Hubl said anyon¢ who had driven
into Lincoln at night had seen the
dome of “sky glow."

That light interferes with astro-
nomic observations just as the sun
docs, City lights obscure the night sky
by competing with the dimmer light
from stars.

“A hundred ycars ago, cv
could look up and see the Milky
from anywhere on Earth, even down-
town Paris,"” he said.

“The skies our grandparcnis saw
wemmydlffcrcnl from the oncs we
see.”

Don Taylor, director of the Uni-
versily of Nebraska's Behlen Obser-
valory at Mcad Ficld station,
that light pollution can be a pi

"’Torndlhcbestobscrvalmsaslls,

Gt PRI
is uvely calm,”
said. West Coast has a lot of

Wi is that observalorics
are bulll then made obsoletc by '
‘l‘je;hl iI‘:itu'n rapidly developing citics,

said.

Taylor sa@d that from Behlen Ob-

onc
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Solution to space shortage suggested

By Chuck Green

ith various construction

projects devouring campus

classroom and office space,

at least one Univcrsily of Ncbraska-

Lincolnofficial is hoping an off-cam-

pus building will ensure a little room
to work.

In a leter 1o the NU Board of

Regents, John Goebel, vice chancel-

lor for business and linance, recom-

y mended approval of aplan Lo renovate

the UNL-owned Union Insurance
Company Building at 14th and Q
strocu to accommodate offices cur-
Uy housed in the 501 Building, 501
St., and elsewhere,

Goebcl s plan called for $600,000
gencrated by a contract with the City
of Lincoln 1o ptulny a portion of the
costof the Union Insurance Company
Building. The ucwly uired space
wmldmblcmlocmm office space

alfected by construction 1S, most
nolablyl'romthcﬂ)l B audlhc
of Business Ad
. 13, the regents

t-of-wayoonmcwllh uyof
L for $600,000, enabling the
partial taking of the 501 Bui
which would be tom down to make

wnyl’oreounmcuononbe 10th Street
overpass.
In November 1991, the regents

authorized llleol’lhe Umon oo

Insurance Company for$1.45
million, which was 1o be paid for l
contract with the Umvcrsny of
braska Foundation,

Goebel said the payments for the
property would be made over several

years.
Goebel said other UNL officials

a agreed with him that the
wonld climinate much of u'r’i?s of-

ﬁmm

lngnluon ) | ana!
— toget theirapproval on lhcpmﬁs

The building s first floor and mez-
miucsecl.ion.spmwling over23,450
square feet, would become the new
home of the University of Nebraska
Press, which currently is housed in a
smaller space in Nebraska Hall.

The building’s castern end has
11,250 square l’ocund would tlempo-
rarily houae CBA faculty and gradu-
ale assistants

Goebel said UNL student services
gmmmmumm%

potential permanent occupants o
the cast-end office space once the
CBA renovation was completed.

He said replacing the 501 Building

space with new construction would
cost almost double the amount neces-
sary to acquire the Union Insurance
Company Building.

Some renovation of the building
would be required, Goebel said, in-
cluding the connection of the hu:ldm;,
to UNL utilitics, modification and
repair of the restrooms, electrical and
mechanical systems and damaged
building finishcs, the installation of a
passenger clevator and the addition of
universily signs.

Sinclair, Hille & Associates Inc.
was selected to provide the architec-
tural and engineering services for the
project, Goebel said.

The total cost of the renovation
project, including a $26,900 fec from
Sinclair, Hille & Associates, would
be about $350,000, he said.

The University of Nebraska Press
would pay for the renovation, opera-
tion and maintenance of the western
portion of the building, while the op-
crations and mainicnance costs for
the eastern half would be funded from
UNL’s operating budget,

The regents are expecied to dis-
cuss Goebel's plan at their meeting
Saturday moming.

Goebel said he was oplimistic the

board would approve the p
“We've been worku:ﬁ isfora
number of years and I think this will

just be business as usual,” he said.



