Shed old ways

Bush’s leftovers hurt Clinton internationally

resident Clinton could make great strides in his foreign

policy image by cutting back George Bush's failed efforts

to get rid of Iragi Prcsident Saddam Husscin. The new
president has enough to worry about on the domestic front
without policing an international conflict that Bush helped
create. -
Too many presidents have been doomed by inheriting their
predecessors’ dirty deeds. The Great Society programs of Presi-
dent Johnson that suffercd as the Vietnam War captured
America’s altention should be evidence enough of the damage a
poorly handled foreign conflict can do to a president’s good
intentions at home.

The proper solution 10 the problem in Irag, considering the
exchange between U.S. airplanes and Iragi antillery in the no-fly
zone and the image Americans have of Hussein, will be hard to
find. But it is apparent that the current program is not working.

Last year, the United States spent $40 billion — up from $15
million in 1991 — on a CIA-run program o overthrow Husscin.

A review of the spending found that much of the money went 10
groups with little following or support and incffective propa-
ganda.

By calling Husscin “worse than Hitler,” Bush crcated an
impression in the minds of Americans that the Iraqgi leader had 10
be deposed. When he failed 10°do that, Bush lefl a program that
is now ripe for abuse. 3 Aok ;
+  Clinton would do well afdramatically reduce the .., |

program against Husscin m“)’ cxamine all of the covert !
programs he inherited from Bush. They are a threat to what the
new president hopes 10 mplish at home.

ith each backroom deal President Clinton cuts in an
attempt to balance the budget, he comes one step closer
to making a mockery of the phrase “shared sacrifice.”
The latest onslaught came last week when the administration’s
spending package was wheeled through Congress in record time.
Clinton compromised significantly on the funding of nuclear
energy rescarch and the taxing of encrgy — two areas he prom-
ised to stand tough on whilc campaigning as the environmental
president who would stand for the common citizen, not big
business. But perhaps the most troubling hint that this administra-
tion is pursuing business as usual is Clinton’s backpedaling on his
pledge to change dramatically the way federal land is managed.
The original budget included sions (o raisc live-
stock grazing fees (Lthey are now minimal) on 280 million acres of
public Western range land and to establish royalties for the first
time on gold, silver and other metals now mined on public land at
no charge. :
But afier Western Democrats raised a clamor over the eco-

nomic cost of such changes, the administration backed down and Rather than carelessly ramble on in-
pulled the plug on the grazing fees and mining portion of | comprehensibly about how bad the
the budget package. With that quick white flag, lon sent a cuminkmis.mpscvc body's
clear message that he would continue 10 allow taxpayers' grass- lime would be betier spent z’lmms Student seating
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‘Inept editorial’

I was stunned to read the staff

editorial “Powerstruggle,” (DN, April
6), which blindly attacked the Coor-
dinating Commission
Postsecondary Educalli_on. Subp:
opinions ire strong facts 10

them up. I;q;lhouuhe acts, all cred-
ibility 18 Ipst&:hlich is exactly wg}
happened in the aforementioned s
editorial,

Let's begin with the questionof the
peer group debate between the re-
gents and the commission. The
commission’s responsibility, as de-
fisied by Nebraska Statutes, is 1o de-
velop a peer for the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln, notsimply place
their stamp of approval on the re-

ts’' list The commission did this.
is, they obeyed the law.

Furthermore, the commission was

established by a vote of thecitizens of

Nebraska. The majority of those citi-
zens spoke, saying in effcct that, “Ne-
braska necds a better way of conduct-

ing the administration of its
> education.” Theinten- |
tional result of that majority vote was

the establishment of the commission.
Soasthe DN'sstaff editorial
on about the evils of p

burcaucracy, it is forgetiing that this

added burcaucracy is preciscly what [¢
the the citizens of Nebraska voted for |
tly must be respected y >

and conscquen
by those that the decision affects.

In closing, there scems 10 be a
ﬁﬂllh:tofmdcmuﬁ amongst
students as well as the DN edito-
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the DN — not only to inform but to
amuse.
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rial staff about what it is the Coordi-
nating Commission actually does.

student. Itseems asif all this school is
intercsted in is the money. Students
pav::h[:r:g;g tickets, wition and hous-
in, arcconslantl ing the
scﬁool. I think it is ﬁm{opi::asgidcr
how the students fecl and not think so
much about the moncy. I cannot af-
ford binoculars or a megaphone.
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Media to blame

I would. like :) oommaﬁ' Gary
Youngon his “Talk of trial full
of racial biases” y Nebraskan,
April 5). He has come out against
political correciness. He has statcd
many true facts about the Rodncy
King incident that many will nol say
becausce of the feared backlash, Many
civil right lcaders have and
even violence if ice is
not served” — guilty verdict. They
always call for when blacks
are on trial, but now that the situation

Iluclnﬁ now want an unfair
trial or a you will.
The point isthatnoneof usarc ablc

10 judge this case. We are not therc.
We have not heard allof the evidence.




