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Cyberpunk: the new frontier? |

computer by jacking direcily into the skull, will
be common,

Coming from the other end of the evolution-
ary ladder, cyberpunks foresee (and they are
not alone) cmnE;ters that are, for all practical

purposes, intelligent life forms — HAL 9000
move over!

Once you get into a computer, you're in
“gybmpace" (a term that Gibson invented).
I’s hard to explain, but remember the 1982
movie “Tron™ and you get the idea.

Technically, any time you use E-mail or a
computer wire service, you're in cyberspace.
Tocyberpunks, the term goes beyond just being
user-friendly.

Fusion of man and machine
becomes fast-growing trend
in science-fiction world
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Cray YM computer. .
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“industrial,” which is just what it sounds like, a
cacxfhony of electronic and machine noise. |
ongwwim the music come drugs, and Ec-
stasy is the drug of choice. Smart which -
chond ly boost intelligence, come in aclose

One place (o get a good look at ¢ k
culture is the new magazine “Mo&bm'
Peruse its ,and you will either be fasci-
nated or horrified.

Between  straight-science articles bearing
titles such as “At Play in the Unified Ficld,” the
reader is treated to manifestations of an upside-
down culture. “The Grace Jones School for

Is cyberpunk for real? If so, what is it?

“Cyberpunk” is a new addition to the En-
glish language, coined in the middle of the last
decade. It hasn't - made it into the Webster’s
Dictionaries we use here at the office. Maybe
by the wrn of the century “Cybergunk" will
grace the pages of the Encyclopedia Britannica.

Cyberpunk is Fmerlll acknowl 10
have its roots in William Gibson's 1984 novel
“Neuromancer,” which went on 1o win the
Hugo, Nebula and Phillip K. Dick Awards.
Oddly enough, Gibson denies that the move-
ment he supposedly birthed exists. Gardner
Dozois, now editor of Isaac Asimov’s Science
Fiction M in¢, coined the term when he
referred 1o Gibson and fellow authors Bruce
Sterling, Lewis Shiner and John Shirley as
“cyberpunks.™

Just as the western had cowboys as its he-
roes, so cyberpunk has computer cowboysriding
the ranges inside worldwide computer nets,
hitting and raiding data banks for information
'hTm?I without leaving the comfort of their

es.

Brain implants, allowing
one to access a computer
by jacking directly into the
skull, will be common.

Virtual Reality allows a person to experi-
ence far-off or imaginacy worlds (as in

Girls,” an assertiveness-training seminar for |

female computer nerds, swaps sexual identity
about as readily as one would change their
socks.

Interviews with musical artists such as KRS-
One, Mondo Vanilli, and the Red Hot Chili
Peppers are featured side by side with book
reviews on techno-culture.

Illustrations range from computer-gener-
ated digital artwork, to a painting of Captain

Kirk and Mister Spock engaged in an act which

is outlawed in most of states, and would
have them cashiered in today's military.
“Mondo 2000,” like cyberpunk itself, is an

intriguing blend of the conventional Scientific

American brand of gee-whiz techno-wots
and the downright disturbing and bizarre, break-

ing down social conventions and norms. It
perfectly capsulizes cyberpunk’s strange at-

Mondo 2000 offers readers

look at non-material world
Mondo 2000, recently featured in Time,
exists for some of us as an Nth dimensional
le into the backroom show that is the

‘For those of us who lust for that future,
Mondo offers us a vision'of the world demate-
rialized at last, :
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'ﬂd > e v beyond, the Digital

Universe (Digiverse) as represented in M2 is
ecombinant and multidimensional,

- ’ traction. Look it in the face and you may see w layered
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The central idea behind cyberpunk is the mmmm' featuringsuchsirensas  Star Trei: The Next Gencration. Tickets are  We are no longer in the present.
melding of man and machine, blurring the line  V Valerie, arc already available. $15 at the door, $5 for children. A of M2 are a intown if you
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Brain implants, allowing one 10 access a though, it’s attitude — Sid Vicious behind a  cyberpunk, having reached a respectable old age. ' N w

International movie
beautifully portrays
survival of hardship

Stranded crew  'ootercultures.
learns 10 adapt  cenis, o movs beginswin the

lusy.lheﬂéovisbe ins with the
to new culture 0

cen
sinking of a ish
for the New World. Split between
two life rafts, the surviving crew
drifts at sea until one raft hits land.

The survivors (a group of sol-
diers, a priest and a slave) find
themselves in a hostile land filled
with , After discovering a
fetish of and bone and a
mutilated body, the group gets
promptly struck down by arrows
and spears,

The few who remain alive are
taken caplive and ¢ The cap-
tors remove Alvar Nunez Cabeza
de Vaca (Juan Dicgo), apparently

The combination of banjo, guitar

take him to an Indian mystic and seomed . py AR
his companion, an armless dwarf. m‘;‘u to disappear with the . -
i , Al Howard andNatReese, almost any instru ith '
Y omestoatiinthopow- | longuime masicians, wil bring back He has been narmed a National Heri- played. .
erful magic of the mystic. He real- the lost tradition of “old blues” music tage Fellow by the National Endow- -price tickets are available for
izes he has been chosen asahealer, | With their at the Lied ment for the Arts, America’s most students at the Lied Center Box Of-
Cenier for Ants' Johnny - prestigious recognition of its tradi- fice. Reservations for the 8 p.m. per-
By the time we realize Alvaras | Carson Theater Sunday. tional art forms and its progenitors.  formance are s ted be-
aChrist figure, he and his band are Both musicians have influenced  Nat Reese, 61, is known for play- cause seating is open ited.
armored the blues world for more than 40 ing a mixture of different types of ' — Sarah Duey
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