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Beer lobby trying

vi:ndaudcm R Hil mﬁ? I
ing to avoid picking up some of the tab for
President Clinton’s health care plan.

Fresh from a daylong training session in
which they were pumped full of statistics
and arguments, the wholesalers and brewers

to meet with virtually every member
of the House and Senate, h

Their mission was (o confront any in-
crease in the excise tax on beer—a“sin tax”
— before it was proposed to pay for the
health care plan,

“Remember, you’re not going up there to
save the world” but instead to save jobs,
Henry King, director of the Brewers Asso-
ciation of America, told the beer sellers in a
private training session beforehand.

ggi who.wilhhismhﬂh

owns a
Houston, the first stop was the office of Rep.
Mike Andrews, D-Texas.

Andrews isa member of the House Ways
and Means Committee, which gets the first
crack at any legislation dealing with taxes,
and is also a leader in the effort 1o impose a
stiff new tax on cigarettes, =T

that he (Andrews) scemed to understand the
difference between tobacco and beer.”

But the Houston lawmaker made no com-
mitments, explaining to his guest that often
Congress must deal with issues as they are
packaged by the White House.

“I hope beer is not in the mix,” Andrews
said. But he noted: “The administration is

L e : UI“ i
Huggins said he came away “encouraged  and pe:

to drown out chances of ‘sin tax

ng o pay for health care.”
has a com

health care reform package by
will, among other things,
insurance for the 36 million
rently without it. 5
To help pay for the plan, many anticipate
the White House will propose higher excise
axes on alcohol and tobacco products —

haps firearms.

‘The beer sellers’ lobbying onslaught is
not the first to hit Capitol Hill since work
began on the health plan. Last week hun-
dreds of doctors lobbied lawmakers in a

) ized by the American Medi-
cal Associaton.

“The guy from back home is the best
lobbyist going,” explained Ronald A.

nsive
y 5 that
ide health
mericans cur-

?

I hg#a beer is not in the
mix. I(But) the administra-
tion is struggling to pay
for health care.
--Andrews

House representative
9 -
Sarasin, president of the National Beer
Wholesalers Association, which helped or-
ganize Tuesday's campaign, .
“It’s extremely effective for people 1o
come to Washington from back home.

There's a message there, even if he doesn’t
say anything,” he said.

Israel seals off West Bank
after policemen’s murder

HADERA, Isracl — Gunmen shot

to death two Israeli traffic policemen = “
sitting in a squad car Tuesday, and the ’ usly con-
government struck back by barring mv’g”
the West Bank’s 1 million Palestin- 00 Dy ihe
ians from entering Israel. violence on
mpouga blam'o;d ‘militant %::bs for all sides.
pre-dawn slayings. assas- -- Stephanopou
sinations at an intersection near this White House Wm?;’
town in Israel’s heartland appeared 1o
escalate a wave of Arab attacks that 9 -
has claimed 13 Israeli lives in March. people, eight miles from the West
Twenl:yﬁ:i&t mPalcstinians also have Bank. .
been ki is month. Police said highway patrolmen
The unrest provoked a public out- Mordechai Yi#. gs.?lﬂd Daniel
cry that threatened to weaken Prime  Hazut, 32, were found slumped in

Minister Yitzhak Rabinatatime when their car, riddled with machine gun

he is defending the U.S.-sponsored bullets, their weapons gone.

peace process against demands from “This event represents the bank-

Israeli hard-liners to scrap it. rupicy of the Rabin goverfiment, " said
Palestinians said the tough mea- Daniel Hazut's brother, Gadi.

sure of sealing the occupied temito-  Rabin, who is also defense minis-

ries and barring 1 lesunian

.from their job§'i ) Balh- nee,

age peace b7 s B the Palestinian uprising began in D
In Washington, White House cember 1987, a3l

spokesman ¢ Stephanopoulos  About 200 people gathered at the

said the Clinton administration wants scene of the killings, in the country-

to keep the peace talks on track but side outside Hadera, chanting “Death
said: “We’re obviously concerned by 1o the Arabs!” and “Rabin go home!”
the escalating violence on all sides.” Benny Harby, a 38-year-old me-
Mostrecentattackson Israclishave chanic, said: “This morning my kids
hap?ened inthe occupied 1ands.;;§:c- crawled into bed with me and told me
cially the Gaza Strip, which wassealed there was a murder nearby. ... I'm
on Monday after the stabbing deathof frighiened.”
a Jew. But Hadera is a city of 40,000 Right-wingers denounced the gov-

WORLD WIRE
Bush to receive Kuwaiti degree
KUWAIT — Former President Houston.

B;sh will visit the emirate April o " "
13-15 and receive an honorary de- imi norary ve
been given Lo former Brtish Prime

gree from Kuwait University.

Kuwait's minister of education Minister Margaret Thatcher and to
said Tuesday that Bush wasinvited Javier Perez de Cuellar, the former
by the ruling emir, Sheik Jaber al- secretary-general of the United
Ahmed al-Sabah. Nations, for their roles in liberating

Bush spokesman Andrew Maner Kuwait from seven months of Iraqgi
confirmed the travel schedule in occupation.

Clinton to end long-standing ban

WASHINGTON — The White not include the ban when he sends
House plans 1o end the ban on his fiscal 1994 budgel to Congress
federally financed abortions for next week.
poor women, which critics say

would put taxpayers into the “grisly For 16 years, the ban, which
business" of abortion. iginated in ress, has been

Both sides predicied a heated written into the et. It bars fed-
battle in Congress. White House crally paid Medicai mﬁ!’e
spokesman George cept when there is a threat 10
said Tuesday MS&qinmpmlos mton would if¢
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mors,

emment for failing 1o halt the vio-
lence,

“The blood of Israeli citizens be-
ing murdered and stabbed without
Iel.;crlp is on this government’s head,”
said former Defense Minister Ariel
Sharon of the Likud party.

Most of this month’s Palestinian
deaths, which include six youths
under 13, have resulted from army
gunfire during rioting.

. Senate had dealtto

Congress keeps
jobs bill intact

WASHINGTON - — Democrats
setback the

i i l‘.CIingn's

j illas Congress resumeditsdrive

L. to complete the first pieces
the Whi

te House's economic pro-
gram.
* In a watershed 52-48 vote, Lhe
Senate. reversed itself and killed lb:
IIThlr.ln' amendment trimming
$16.3 billion jobs measure. Lawmak-
ers had given the GOP provision pre-
liminary approval on a48-44 vote the
night before.
iy Bt el
ocratls w y
ab m"ieq, enough of their 57 mem-
bers together 1o muscle the jobs mea-
largely intact.

erased an embarrassi

ven before the vote, Clinton
sounded

undaunted when asked if the
Senate would pass the legislation,

“I'm optimistic. I think so,”” he
said.

The bill, which would provide
money for mass transit, summer job
and other employment-heavy pro-
grams, isamajorelementof Clinton’s
plans for economic revival,

House-Senale negotiators began
putting the finishing touches on a
compromise outline for a five-year,

We will have to fly
Wright's plane ot of

'S outo
mcgnumm if these
cutsstick - .

congressman

$500 billion deficit reduction.

Each Democratic-controlled
chamber had similar bud-
get-cutting blueprints earlier thic
month, with each backing Clinton's
mix of tax increases on the rich and
deep defense cuts. The Scnate mea-
sure has slightly higher tax increases,
while the. House version containcd
slightly deeper defense cuts.

Congress’ Democratic - wanl
lo approve a compromise deficit-re-
duction outline this week. The mea-
sure sets goals for tax and ing
bills lawmakers will consider later
this wa.r
“We will have 1o fly Orville and
Wilbur Wright’s plane out of the
museum if these culs stick,” said Rep.
John Kasich, R-Ohio, ranking Repub-
lican on the House Budget Commit-
lee.

Yeltsin warned not to hold referendum

MOSCOW — Reformist lawmak-
ersadvised President Boris Yeltsinon
Tuesday not 1o hold his own referen-
dum and cau-
tioned about dis-
content in the
army as he plots
strategy in the

Yeltsin's chief

of staff said the
president might hold a plebiscite o
counter an April 25 referendum mls
leadership was "
day by the Congress 's Depu-
ties. =)

“Istill don’tknow whether I should
take part in the April 25 referendumor
oppose it,” legislator Gleb Yakunin,a
Russian Orthodox priest and staunch
Yeltsin supporter, lold the ITAR-Tass

news afeacy.

The four-day emergency Congress
session failed to decide the fight be-
tween president and parliament, al-
though Yelisin’s opponents did suc-
ceed in eroding his powers. The oppo-
nents fell only 72 votes short of the
689 needed 10 remove him from of-
fice in a vole Sunday.

Many lawmakers
free-market reforms
ented foreign policy.

Yelisin's
Weslern-ori-

The Congress ved the April
25 referendum, h Yeltsin him-
self had as a way loresolve
the political crisis. The lawmakers
addeda oliwhahui:tu?sms

inful economic reforms
ﬁpﬁm 15 months ago. '

Yeltsin’s chief of staff, Sergei
Filatov, told the Izvestia
that the Congress not block the

i from “carrying out his sim-
plest and most democratic plan.” The
o B o b ol
prove ic i a new
presidency and replace ongress
with a smaller, bicameral legislaturc.

Cities now waking up to defense cuts

WASI-WO_ N — It's no secret
that the Cold War is over or that the
military is

— 66

Most people don’t have any idea what cuts in
defense spending mean for their local economy.

se are just " ~-Mayer
to home. 7 . -
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