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Wasting time
Board should focus on quality of choice

wo months ago, University of Nebraska President Martin

Massengale announced that he would not seek a contract

extension when his deal runs out at the end of the year. It
looked as though the university would have plenty of time to find
his replacement before the December deadline.

Unfortunately, the regents once again had to make a mockery
of the university system with their petty bickering and closed-
door politics.

Now it seems as though the process to find Massengale’s
replacement has taken a back seat 10 how long the current presi-
dent will stay at the university. Regents Chairman John Payne
proposed that Massengale be given a contract extension until June
1994. That would have eased the transition by not bringing in a
new president in the middle of the school year, and it would have
given the board additional time to get the search process right this
time.

But the regents couldn't agree on the plan, and they are still
looking for a solution. Now Payne has proposed a plan that would
allow Massengale to retain his post until his replacement is found.
That compromise is sufficiently vague to allow the regents 10
continue screwing around while they decide how to fill the
president’s seat.

Payne is correct when he says that it would be better for the
university to have someone in office throughout the process, but
that will not fill M 's chair.

°  'The regents should be more worried about finding a qualified
replacement for Massengale than how long they should keep him
around.

Massengale announced his plan in January. That gave the
regents nearly a full year to find his replacement. Now it’s March,
and the regents don’t look like they are any closer to even looking
for a new president.

Partisan politics

Republicans should pass motor-voter bill

T uesday marked another defeat for the motor-voter bill and
another notch in the belt of the Republicans who have
consistently opposed it.

The motor-voter bill would allow people to register to vole by
mail and at motor vehicle offices, welfare agencies and many
other places where Americans apply for the benefits and services
of state and local govermments.

Tuesday, Republicans in the Senate filibustered the bill.
Democratic attempts to stop the Republicans’ stalling by limiting
debate on the bill fell one vote short. :

Semate Majority Leader George Mitchell of Maine accused the
Rc;:lpublicans of perpetuating gridlock by stalling and delaying the
bill.

“The is those who don’t want the Senate (o vote on
this legislation,” Mitchell said. “No one should be fooled or .
misled about who is causing delay.”

Sen. John Chafee, R-R 1., answered that the bill was petty. “I
think it is bad legislation, and I hope it goes deservedly down the
drain,” he said.

Chafee and the Republicans are wrong. Voling is not petty. In a
time when only half of the people in the United States vote in
presidential elections, any measure that could improve that

should be welcomed.

The Republicans should get past partisan politics and do what
is right for the United States — pass the motor-voter bill.

Staff editorials represent the official of the Spring 1993 Daily Nebraskan. Policy is set
wumwmmn&'ﬂnmu nmu?lydbmhvhuolh
m'dlhm.'l‘hn:u the Y establish the UNL

ions Board 10 supervise ly production of the papor. to policy set by
the regents, responsibility for the editorial content of the newspaper lies solely in the hands of

S S

The Daily Nebraskan welcomes brief letters to the editor from all readers and interested others.
Letters will for publication on the basis of ..T-w.m ce.
available. The Nm-muu*ma‘:% —-w-hhug
also are welcome (0 submit material as guest opinions. The editor decides whether material
should run as a

roperty of the Nebraskan and cannot be retumed. Anonymous
wwth’lthMmﬂ

M.w-!.mwmum-mmuwm ' wlum
Nebraskan, 34 Union, 1400 R St.; Lincoln, Neb. 68588-0448. :

*.Wﬂmwﬂﬁumm :

“\WHY MOU NEED TO

SUPPORT THIS PLAN.

.,

Conservatism

Conservatism inconsistent? Decide
for .I:f&fwr 12 ymof ::gtser
vative “pro-life,” pro-"family values”
presidents, 20 percent of Xmmn
children live , and only 70
percent of en are fully im-

i
et measles d
iz ,Mumps an

rubella, - us the third-worst
record in the Western hemi .In
1990 alone, 26,000 cases of measles
were reported, mostly in inner cities.
Still there's more: Since 1980, no

progress has been made in the United

s;axesingcducgﬁ the number of low-

result of mothers - Al
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rates as low as 50 percent.
Pro-life administration? Actions
speak louder than words.

Paul Koester

senor _§

agronomy

Example

I would like 1o address Jeremy
Fitzpatrick'sarticle “Waco proves gun
control needed” (DN, March 19,
1993), because there are several im-
portant points that Fi skated
over in order to make his own.

The first is that Koresh and his

_ carriers.
of mwm 1o believe, the
NRA isnotatallinfavor of America’s
citizenry owning such weapons.

ition are as much a part of life as

Bible study. I am not necessarily
against control in America, but
saying the NRA is responsible for the
situation in Waco is like saying that
the Food and Drug Administration is
mlsihlc for suicides by drug over-

Todd Nelson
senior
Russian and sociology
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‘Fighting back’

I’'m writing this letter to let every-
one who owns a gun or likes hunting
or shooti i

Washington D.C. and New York
have the toughest gun-control poli-
cies in the country, yet more murders

seven-day wailing
8 car? Cars kill more people every year

arec committed there with guns than
any other method. Proof that taking
away rights of people to carry guns
only allows criminals to do what they
want. Why not allow more people to
apply for permits to carry concealed
weapons? The police can't be every-
where. More people with concealed
weapons make someone think before
going intoapublic building and shoot-
ing :

anti-gunners argue that honest
owners shouldn’t be upset if we

vé 10 wait to buy a gun. Bull! |
shouldn’t be punished for wanting to
buy something. Would people like a
ing period to buy a

than guns do. How about a seven-day
waiting period on alcohol? Alcohol
contributes to many damaging ac-
tions. the government tried
that with alcohol — Prohibition —

% all it did was make criminals rich.

One last thought: Without the
Epple who owned during the
t lime we were lqghting for our

indcgu\deme. we would be part of
N the British empire and be singing

'Am‘God .Sa've The Queen.” God bless
o Kelvin K. Kreitman
senior

political science

‘Real newspaper’




