March 9, 1993

Candidates
debate cuts,
student fees

By Michelle Leary
Senior Reporter

SUN candidates addressed

several issues dealing with

UNL's budget Monday after-
noon at the final debate before
Wednesday's elec-
tions.

The budget de-
bate focused on the
university's hear-
ingtoday in frontof
Legislature’s Ap-
propriations Com
mittee. The hearing will address lhe
proposed 5 percentcut for the Univer-
sity of Nebraska. '

OICE's first vice-

Trent Steele,
presidential date, said if budget
culs were at the University of

Nebraska-Lincoln, it would be “di-
sastrous.”

“If (budget cuts) do go through, we
want to make sure students have a
voice in where the cuts will be made,”
Stecle said.

PARTY's First Vice-Presidential
candidate Leslic Strong agreed.

“We would like to prevent cuts,”
she said. “Butifthey do gointo cffect,
we need (o cut vertically.”

Vertical cuts would allow for only
a few programs to be cancelled, in-
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Broyhill Fountain at noon, and the
rally al the Capitol at 12:30 p.m.
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Steele said the cuts needed to be

fi L before they happened.
i parties alsodiscussed student
fee increases.

“We're striving to hold student

OICE’s second vice-presidential
candidate.

However, PARTY 's Second Vice-
Presidential candidate Matt Maser said
azeropercent increase in student fees
would be “unrealistic.”

“The PARTY platform deals with
realism,” Maser said. “We'd try 1o
keep student fees consistent with the

Steve Dietz responded to questions
about leadership by saying: “The No.
1 skill you neecras a student regent is
knowing how to get the job done.

“I don't see Keith Benes as having
the experience to get the job done.”

Dietz has been a member of the
Association of Students of the Uni-
versity of Nebraska for four years,

UNL Homecoming subcommitiee,
Dietz said.

Anderson said although Benes had
no experience in ASUN, he had other
leadership skills, which include in-
volvement in the University Ambas-
sadors and the UNL Mulu-Cultural
Affairs office.

stead of “watering down” scvmlpm— the VO'GEMM the ASUN debate in the Nebra
grams, Strong said. mw:rwmmnmm ‘rate of inflation:” ~ while Benes, VOICE's presidential attend the debate because of contin-
Both parties said they would at- ming,” said JiH n, PARTY's Presidential candidale candidate, has only served on the ued health problems.

Karen Friedman, a Teachers Col-
lege Advisory Board candidate with
the VOICE party and a member of the
debate audience, asked Dietz about
the lack of diversity within PARTY.

“QOur campaign was so late in start-
ing that we didn’t have time to goout

Steele said Benes was unable to

See DEBATE on 3

Students urged to attend budget cut hearing
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NU's four campuses arc exhausted, students
wishing to address the commiuee will be al-
lowed (o make five-minute statements.
Sigerson said there would be a sign-up sheet
_in the room for students wishing to speak.
RobDoushs.llobbymfortheGomuml
Liaison Commitee, said he loo llopod for a

“We've been ing preity hard for sw-
dents to get out w D?x:ﬂ:: said. “If we
don’t get a lot of students I think the
Legislature will see that as, Wcll the univer-
sity students rully don’l care."

“And the won'l take us very
seriously in the future.

Medlcald shortfall behlnd budget Crisis, senator says
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u]’ states arc having the snmc dif-
ficulties. These states are all looking

aisnotalone in facing this
. Wesely said — ¢

Medicaid shortfall for the
1992-93 fiscal year is largely
responsible for the state's
budget crisis and lhe

for answers, but “frankly, there aren’t
any,” he said.

According to the Medicaid Study
Task Force report, published in De-
cember, Medicaid could cause prob-
lems for Nebraska for years {o come
unless something is done, The task
force icted a Medicaid shortfall
of $49 million in the 1993-94 fiscal
year and $71 million for 1994-95,

The United States’ healthcare sys-
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is $239 m:lhon, an increase of 369

percent.”

In 1992, the general fund expense
was $140 million.

The report cites cight factors that
have led to the Medicaid spending
increases.

These factors include an increase
in the number of people using Medic-
aid, a number that has more than
doubled since 1980, and a rise in the
cost of health care, which “increased
?:;h much hlgherrale than the gencral
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