NEW YORK — A mmdesmbed ingin

as a follower of a radical Muslim
cleric was arrested Thursday in last
week’s World Trade Center bombing
when he coolly tried a third time to
reclaim a rental deposit on a van
wmched in the blast.
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Serbs offer free passage to Muslims
after burning of Bosnian villages

Refugees allowed
an escort if they
vow not to return

TUZLA, Bosnia-Herzegovina —

After routing thousands of civilians
from their homes and burning their

villages, Serbs Thursday offeréd to
escort the beleaguered Musllms from
the region and vowed they will never
return.

The statement,
reporicd by the
Yugoslav news
agency Tanjug,ap-
parently confirms
the Serbs’
drivingall Muslims
from eastern
Bosnian regions
bordering ia, in
a quest for a Greater Serbia.

A day afier the Security Council
demanded that Serbs halt the tank-led

LONDON — Prime Minister
John Major has laken a whack at
the “gongs,” announc Tucsdny
l.halumlwllldscm ngo

2,000-0dd knighthoods, pecmgm
and shiny gold medals awarded
each year.
Major also abolished the old
class distinction between bravery
medals, which reserved the Mili-
tary Cross forofficers and the Mili-

] WASHINGTON — The White-
House a bid Thursday by
the powerful American Medi
Association for a scat at its heal
carc planning dcliberations, The
doctors signaled a willingness 1o
entertainchanges but not strictcon-
trols on what they charge., .
“We know ulal the status quo
must go,” AMA Executive Direc- '
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Major takes a swipe at British tradition

| Doctors denied voice in health plan

offensive, the United Nations negoti-
ated with Serb commanders today for
access to the besieged enclaves, still

being pounded by shells.
Bosnian Serbs the U.N.
criticism, and their warned the

United States it could face terrorist

attacks as a consequence of its pro-
Muslim humanitarian inlervention.

Following that warning and a gre-
nade explosion outside the U.S. Em-
bassy in Belgrade, U.S. Secretary of
State Warren Christopher said today
the United States “will not bcdclcrmd
from doing what's necessary.’

Some 10,000 people driven from
war-torn Cerska in the 4-day-old as-
saultwere said 1o inthe
snowy ruins of the K ic Polje
enclave, cold and hungry.

U.S. airdropped humanitarian aid
fell close to that arca Thursday, but
ham radio reports suggested the
bundles also fell near Serb positions,

tary Medal for grunts.

Opposition lawmakers jeercd
much of Major's specch and said
his reforms didn't go far enough.

In a country which sometimes -
appears o be organized like a cos-
me party, with its hicrarchy iden-
tified by ye olde titles and antique
costumes, the distribution of hon-
ors is taken most seriously.

tion has helped to ‘block national
health insurance since the Truman.

,, administration.
“But Fodd wrote Ira iner,

the White House adviser whoover- -

sees hundreds of experts working

on health care: “Bring us into the
process, and we can help make it
work."

White House Press Secretary

pouihly hindering retrieval by the

Rmnﬁomﬂnmulwdmgnn
continued 1o cite Serb massacres of

but with access barred
nol.heh«h:eudemlyomﬁm
The peoplé are extremely
ate because they are trapped thc
Serbs won’tlet them go,” said Anders

Levinsen of the U.N. High Commis-
sioner for Refugees in Tuzla.

He said he was expectling aboul
20,000 refugees to seck shelter in
Tuzla.

According to the Tanjug report,
the Bosnian Serb army command in
Zvornik announced that all Muslims

‘around Kanjévic Polje can “safely
leave the war-torn req
“The Serb side will even provide
transport” and “does not want inno-
cent le to suffer,” the Belgrade-
news agency quoted the com-
mand as saying.

Suspect arrested in trade center bof_,

years. Justa day carlier, l‘heFBl
had said it could take months tocrack
the case.

& Wmh:BC-TV mzlg_ew Yoﬁ saglenu-
ied the suspectas -0l ama
Mohammed of Ie:sege&y. N.J., but
the station wasn’t surc exactly how
the name was spelled. His arraign-
ment, initially scheduled for Thurs-
day evening in New York City, was
postponed.

The arrest came after an army of
investigators spent the past week
combing through piles of rubble at the
blast site, fielding lhousandsof
calls and pursuing scores of
Detectives syswmalﬁly cl:jckzd
garage payment stubsand viewed vid-
eolapes of entering vehicles.

vesﬁmuw
pleceso[lhe rental nn?;ound the
perimeter of the blast sit

truck agent in
City on Feb. 23 and returned less than
two hours after the explosion Friday
afternoon (o say it had been stolen
from him in Jersey City, said Paul
Mascitelli, owner of a car dealcrship
that shares an office with the Ryder
agent.
On Thursday morning, the man
called u:el!ydﬂomcc-—mdspokc

with an FBI agent posing as a Ryder
official, before being arrested.
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MOGADISHU, Somalia— The
first court martial hearing of Op-
eration Restore Hope began Thurs-
day inadusty, llyblownroom where
Sgt. Harry Conde faced charges for
shooting a 17-year-old Somali who
snatched his sunglasses.

Conde, a 13-year veleran born
and raised in San Juan, PuertoRico,
could be charged with the military
equivalentof an aggravated assault
for wounding the teen-ager as well
asabystander hit by buckshot from
Conde's gun. If the court martial
proceeds, he could face up to 10
years in prison.

A power generator provided a
droning background to the testi-
mony from nervous Marines in the
room at Mogadishu's airport. Their
words frequently were blotied out
by the roar of plancs mkmg offand™
landing.

Capt. Chris Wesely, the investi-
gating officer, satbchind a battered
table. Only a few folding metal
chairs were available, so some spec-

Hearing begins for Marine
charged with shooting Somali

tators sat on wooden drawers turned
on their sides. Sheets of bare ply-
wood served as a partition,

There's no dispute that Conde
shot a youth, identified only as
Omar, who grabbed the soldier's
sunglasses through the window of a
moving military vehicle that was
returning o the ai .

At issue is whether Conde fired
on the spur of the moment, fearing
for his safell{ orif the shotcame as
Omar was flecing and was fired in
revenge.

Omar, hit in the abdomen by
several pellets, was treated at a
Swedish field hospital but lawcer
vanished. No one is even sure he's
still alive.

The weapon, an M-79 grenade-
launcher loaded with a40mm buck-
shot shell, had becn conliscated by
the Marines during a raid of Somali
arsenals the month before. Under
the U.S. military rules, confiscated
F'ea s are not Lo be used in the

ield.

Officialsexpectlong cult standoff

WACO, Texas — Like an medi-
eval army Jlaying sicge to a castle,
authorities are seitling in for a long
haul outside the Branch Davidians
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and 16 wounded Sunday — it's not
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Things have settled into a routine.

—Jeff Jamar
FBI official

“I’s getting so regular it’s like we
should be punching time clocks,” said
onc agenl as he retumned to his hotel
after spending the day in the field. He
declined to identify himself,

- Liuleh 1o change the rou-
Yy, the fifth day of the
standoff between federal authorities
and the more than 100 followers of
David Koresh, the 33-year-old sect
leader who claims 1o be Jesus,

Speaking at a news conference,

Jamar said Koresh had relcased two
boys, u_glmll and 12, in the last 24

makes a total of 20 chil-
dren and two elderl women released
from the compoum{ since Sunday.

Jamar said the body of an uniden-
tified man was recovered Thursday in
a wooded arca 300 yards from the
compound. He had a pistol in his hand
and died of gunshot wounds.

Al lcast two more of Koresh's fol-
lowmwael:modsm:y therchave

that from seven to 10
olhers in the shootout.

Jamar said surveillance indicatcs
the m members have returned 10

legularmmwuh uaccsu

mgudeh&lmwhibumrcmam-
ing men do construction work. The

mﬂ is_believed to be well-
with food and water.
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