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Silly ado

W atch-out, \iwsa'ld. The First
Daugliter is a teen-ager.
. ChelseaClinton turned 13
on Saturday, and the Associated Press
was there to % the gory ﬂc::tailx.

‘w_ d“'g M| i'
dential pubescent and some fr;!le:’;ls
wanted to see the new Christian Slater
movie. Also, “a big bunch of helium
balloons and several brightly wrapped

~were spotted arriving at the
House,” the report sai

Because the Clintons would like to
keep their ter out of the lime-
light, no other ils of the birthday
were available, leaving many readers
burning to know more.

This reader has just one question:
Who gives a horse’s patootie?
mﬂomhuc&e m really need to

w ent’s average,
all-American daughter? Or his cat?

Perhaps you recall the -
do over the First Cat, A horde of
photographers descended on the un-
suspecting Socks when it wandered
outside the front gatesof the Clintons’
Little Rock home. Pictures of the cat
surrounded by cameras went nation-
wide, causing amusement and out-
rage throughout the land.

And again I wondercd: Who gives
a horse's patootie?

Someone must., The media
wouldn’t waste valuable time and
encrgy justsocveryonecan say, “Who
gives a horse's patootie?”

Being a journalist, I'm an avid
follower of media antics. I've seen a
lotof stories, some better than others.

At the top of the heap is “hard
news,” -those fast-breaking stories
where e dic, things crash, build-
ings fall over, or the earth is knocked
out of orbit by Lex Luther’s giant ray

gun.

Below that are “dumb stories,"”
alsoknown as “human intercst.” These
mushy pieces tell how die and
willnever again sec the Yankeesplay;
thi because someone told
thedriver to “take this bus to Havana"
and he valiantly tried to wrestle the

away from the hijacker; buildi
mm:!m.._ he hijacker; buildings

or the earth is knocked out of orbit,
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replacing

While we'’re
talking family, a
story out of
Boston revealed
findings that the
risks of
inbreeding aren’t
serious enough to
justify laws
against cousins
marrying each
other.

Loisis in the way, and Clark’s zipper
is stuck.

Then there are items that make me
ask myself, the stuttering KRNU DJ
or dead-looking Dan Rather: “Who
givesahorse'spatootie?” Thisisnews
so irrelevant and stupid, you wonder
how you lived without it.

The Associated Press is the grand
high poobah of patootie. Just look at
what I've found:

Researchers have found that fe-
males who carry more pounds at the
hips — pear-shaped — than at the
waisz—l-lmpk:_-shaped—havea i
probability o cmct:ﬁon .Ican
much better now that I know I, a
woman of pear-like outline, can bear
babies easier than my apple-figured
sisters.

While we're talking family, astory
out of Boston revealed findings that

news, I don’t know what is.

In other news, 500 le from
many nations met in New York. Not
formcoco&o:lﬂcorm\girglwmenml
conference, to pinball.

The winner saitrlli?
hours a day at home and bought a
secondmachine so his girlfriend could

la .
.p Klow really, besides the pinball

wizard and his girlfriend, who gives a
horse's patootie?

With all this patootie flying around,
it’s no wonder that some have lost
faith in the news as a serious and
accurate informer of the nation.

So 1 watched not-dead-looking
Connie Chung tell me that discrimi-
nation is no better than it was 15 years
ago and felt very much like a horse’s
patootie.

An update of the Kemer report,
ori inall’l:ufublislwd during the civil
rights es in the late '60s, said
things are the same, if not worse. Of
inner-city blacks, 33 percent live in
poverty. One-fourth of these black
males are behind bars. Y

A white girl raised in a primarily
white state, | was taken aback. After
all, the signs have come off the drink-
ing fountains, bus seats and schools
are desegregated, and the Constitu-
tion itself guarantees thatno one shall
be discriminated against on the basis
of race.

Because of these external signs of
equality, we might hear the reportand
say it"'sas much patootic as the pinball
w

1zard.

If we discredit the falcls [of hl::wg
Kemer report, we're only fooli
onrselves.‘mismlionisny for an
explosion; the Los Angeles riots
proved that,

Maybe the media, myselfincluded,
should spend less energy on Chelsea

andhercatand the icial changes
of the past, before the whole mess just
falls apart. :

Who will give a horse’s patootie
then, hmm?

-

Baseball makes everything OK

ebruary has never been my
favorite month. There is school
. _andcold, moreschool and cold.
Then it"s cold for a while longer.
_I:ent now mtmlaignh_erc.md wecan
smile again. ngs sun, spring
and, of course, baseball.

Some of my friends think baseball
:Iaﬂlymo. “It’s so boring," they

gk

And when heroics for your
team, the world is all right for just that
moment. Life will go to being

the sticky mess it so often issoon. But
for that moment you have the game
and the fecling.

For that moment you have base-
ball.

Is it sounds silly to de-
scribe, but that doesn’t make it any
less real. In a world so lacking in
heroes, we still have baseball.

Of course, even baseball heroes
aren’t perfect. “Show me a hero and
I'll show you a tragedy,” F. Scout
Fitzgerald wrote. Too many baseball
pla;ushnveshown him to be correct.

ut at least we can still waich their
heroicson the fieldand marvel at their
seemingly effortless ability to defy
gravity and the laws of nature that
isa in

probably why i
national pas-

real news

practiced two .

SALE

Vintage Clothing and Collectables
720 "O" Street
(Under the Viaduct)

March 2-3
11:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

¢ UNL Nebraska Union
City Campus

Join the fun

Sample foods
See/buy crafts
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UNL International Affairs
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Check It Out!

*Top Quality *Low Price

i4865X-33 MHz
Desktop System w/ Software
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