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Capltahsm on rise in China Hood

By Neil Feldman
Staff Reporter
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reforms into the govemment to stimulate eco-
nomic growth,

industrial complexcs continue to be
by the government, but privately owned
restaurants and shops are now being

Coble said theTmnanmenSqaims in
1989 was primarily a reaction to the idea that
China was pulling away from communism.
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“The Chinese government wants economic
change without political reform,” he said. “That
is why they are not o in the
college curriculum.”

Al some Chinese people wouldlikc
tosee the slammed on communism, Coble
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“It’s important to understand that commu-
nism has existed in China for thousands of
years, and something that old isn’t going to

overnight,” he said
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Instead of focusing on “Just Say No,”
Logan said, Winners works on building the
person from the bottom up.

“’Ihlsprogran to build self-
esteem,” she said. “A lot of the problems we
seeinmlscommumm'ememultoflow
self-esteem and the ght that life is a
dead-end road."
" Self-esteem is also vital in the curriculum
of the center’s Rites of Passage class. Unlike
Winners, which is open to anyone, Rites of
Puuge:s offered only to African-American

Rms oanssagcteacheshsswty from an
Afrocentric vie Logan said.

“The class is about defining yom‘selfhow
you wish te be defined, not how other people
define you,” she said.

Ritas of Passage was originally created o
nmroml g African Americans form positive

and cultural identities and to help them
Wmnm from adolescence to

The African tradition of manhood and
womanhood training has been adapted for
modern times by focusing on teen-agers’
needs in their community.

One of the class teachers is Anne

Onyekwuluje, a UNL instructor. -
Onyekwuluje teaches Sociology 217, the

study of nationality and race relations, in

addmm to the Rites of Passage course at

She said she made time o teach at the

-idenufywhotheyateand for them to realize

that it’s OK that they are African American.”

"I have found, as an African American
myself, I have to give back to my commu-
nity,” Onyekwuluje said. “I find myself
really getting info this class

Seven principles are presmled to the Rites
students: unity, self-determination, collective
work and responsibility, creativity, faith,
coupemnve economics and purpose, she said.

Then, Onyekwuluje said, the students

dlscnsseachnmnec mdepthaud learn how to
apply them in their daily lives.

Part of the homework for the class, she
ls?ld is to take class knowledge — and then

ve it,

“It’s about learning to work T and
makmgthepmblmofthcubro and
mmdleumblcms 100,” Logan said. “It's
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