
Advisors play key roles in students lives 
Guidance position to be taken seriously, deserves time, full attention 

I’ve found in my five years here 
that too many advisers are not tak- 
ing their advising seriously enough. 

Most of them add advising to 
their teaching responsibilities. They 
have so many responsibilities that 
many times advising is not one of 
their priorities. 

As students, we depend on our 
advisers to keep us informed as to 
what courses we need in order to 

graduate. Of course, we need to 
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take the responsibility of talking 
with our advisers and asking them 
questions. 

As advisers, though, they need 
to familiarize themselves with what 
is required for our majors and mi- 
nors and make sure we know this. 

I’ve had about every kind of 
adviser since my first year. I’ve had 
student advisers, professors, heads 
of the department and deans of the 
college. And only one of them was 

organized and well-informed. She 
kept me informed and up-io-date 
on what courses I needed and any 
changes. 

The adviser I have now is com- 

pletely unorganized. I’ve met with 
nim many times to make sure my 
classes were all in order to gradu- 
ate. Each time he said everything 
was right on. But when I got my 
senior check back, I noticed a prob- 
lem. As it turned out, my adviser 
had me taking the wrong plan for 

my minor. 
Many other people I’ve talked 

with have had problems with their 
advisers, also. A friend of mine had 
to drop all his classes three weeks 
into the semester and add all new 
ones because of a mistake by his 
adviser. He’s the one that let me 

know about another class mistake 
my adviser misinformed me about. 
That mistake could’ve prevented 
me from graduating on time. 

Advisers need to realize that 

they’re dealingwith people’s lives. 
If they don’t know an answer to 
someone’s questions, they should 
look into it — not just try to save 
face by making up an answer. If 
they don’t take advising seriously, 
they shouldn’t be advisers. We need 
advisers who will help us, not hurt 
us. 

Jean Wdkcl Is • senior sociology major 
and a Diversions contributor. 

Press here for a great 
data processing career. 

The right time. The right place. 
State Farm is hiring. 

If you're a senior with a data 
processing, computer science or 
math background, there may be 
a very special career opportunity 
waiting for you in one of the larg- 
est corporate data processing 
facilities in the country. 

There are actuarial and audit- 
ing jobs open, too. 

Blue chip. Green light State Farm 
is one of Americas leading insur- 
ance companies. Through inno- 
vative marketing and a proud 
service tradition it has become 
the nation’s leading auto and 
homeowners insurer, and one of 
the top life insurance companies 
in the country. 

You’ll receive expert training. 
Youll work on state-of-the-art data 

processing equipment. Youll go 
as far and as fast as you can. 

You couldn't have a more solid 
base to build a career on. 

Contact your campus 
Placement Director about 

State Farm today. 
Or write Daryl Watson, Assistant 

Director, Home Office Personnel 
Relations, One State Farm Plaza, 
Bloomington, Illinois 61710. 

STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANIES Horn* (Mem BJoorrwngton IWnow An Equal Opportunity Employe 
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Andy Morrison gives advice to students about senior checks. 
1 r • 

Clear up contusion 
Senior checks help end schedule woes 

As much as I sympathize with 
Jean, I can’t say I totally under- 
stand. Possibly it is more of a bu- 
reaucracy problem. 

I am a criminal justice major and 
as such, my college, public admin- 
istration and community service, 
comes from the Omaha campus. 
This possibly might be why I feel 
they are more efficient than the 
UNL administration department. 

I don’t know if you are all aware 
of your right to have senior checks 
done, but my senior check has 
become my adviser for the past two 

years. At UNL, a senior check takes 
more than six weeks. At Love Hall 
(north of Neihardt), where I go for 
my administrative needs, it took no 
more than six minutes. 

The checks clearly list what you 
have taken section by section, and 
let you know how many hours you 
need to fill each requirement. If you 
don’t know what classes qualify for 
each section of your major, then 
you should check with the Under- 
graduate Bulletintheuniversily gave 
you at New Student Enrollment. 

I’m lucky enough to have par- 
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ents that are college graduates — 

one with a master’s and one with a 
doctorate. They sat me down from 
the beginning and helped me un- 
derstand how it works. 

In the Undergraduate Bulletin, 
you will find all majors at UNL ana 
some transfer majors. Under the 
major it will tell you what classes 
are required and whatelcctivesyou 
can pick from. 

After you have analyzed your 
needs by looking at your senior 
check, you look at the bulletin and 
pick your options for classes. Next, 
lake your senior check and your 
bulletin and show it to your adviser 
—just so he or she sees that you are 
not making bad selections for your 
future. 

That helps the adviser lessen the 
possibility of error, and gives you a 
little more freedom and makes you 
feel a little less helpless. 

When it comes to my future, 1 
don’t like to depend on others to 
get things done for me. I like to do 
it myself. 
Andy Morrison Is • senior criminal jus- 
tice major and a Diversions contributor. 


