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Experienced bridesmaid gives wedding advice percent ofunt

By Anne Steyer
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Most of the weddings

Kathy and | have been in

have been fairly organized, but in the process,
the bride is reduced to a nervous wreck.

stress pins gone awry and mountains
of cream cheese wedding mints?

And what beuter name to operalc
under than “Always a Bridesmaid™?

It fits. People remember it. And it
recks of expertise, which we have —
along with a healthy dose of common
sense and the ability o effectively
balance a budget. (Especially if it's
not our own.)

Brides-to-be often get out of con-
trol planning what they think is the
perfect wedding. Ofientimes, how-
ever, thatwedding isn’t areflection of
the couple; it 1s a reflection of wradi-
tion.

Couples nced to be encouraged 1o

. do their own thing, Afterall, it’s their

day. And they don’ lhavctopepaymg
for it forever, cither,

There are so many little “outs” in
planning a wedding, Take wedding

'__. invitations for example: lndepcndem

B wedding billsare beckoning, make
-’-‘}:} ‘your entrance into marriage in bold
| style— make it in a Holway tuxedo.
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printers are usually cheaper than spe-
cialty stores, They can doaquality job
and they allow a lotmore flexibility in
design.

This takes me back to the individu-
ality issue. Recently, friends of mine
planned their wedding around a
Winnie-the-Pooh theme. Anindepen-
dent printer custom-made invitations
for them. They were terrilic.

I can’t take credit for that particu-
lar piece ol advice, but I contributed
others

Pht;l.ngraphcrs. invitations, bridal

registrics, caterers, banquel halls,.

musicians, DJs, dresscs, scamsiresscs,
cakes, colors, flowers, tuxcs, an-
nouncements, arrangements, ccremo-

nies, vows, processions, receptions,

honeymoons, hecadpieces, hotels, bou-
quets, themes, showers — you name
it, we have advice on it.

Most of the weddings Kathy and |

have been in have been fairly orga-
nized, but in the process, the bride is
reduced o anervous wreck. She com-
mencesto verbally amfhcrgroo\rn
fornot helping enough and fights with
both her mother and mother-in-law-
to-be over small details like table
decorations.

Wedding coordinators could alle-
viate a lot of this by flexing some
muscle with stubborn caterers and
bullying the seamstress into getting
the dresses done before the day of the
wedding.

And the bride and groom could
enjoy Fcumg married.

ortunaltely, Kathy and I haven’t
rcally organized oursclves yel.

But we both work about 50 hours a
week. That doesn’t Icave much time
for putting our heads together to list
prices, prefcrred salons, caterers, halls,
scamstresses and such things.

It leaves aboul enough time Lo get
a beer and congratulatc each other on
how lucky we arc nol to be planning
our.own weddings.

And, of course, we're both antici-
paung bemg in weddings lhls sum-

Brldcmalds Again.

4 CHAPS BY RALPH LLAUREN
This high-fashion, contemporary tuxedo
features a double-breasted jacket with a
. shaw lapel. The high breast and
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coat tails.
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