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Americans more likely to trust Clinton than Congress 

NEW YORK — Americans are 
twice as inclined to express trust 
and confidence in PresidentClinton 
as in Congress, according to an 
Associated Press poll. 

Clinton was considered trust- 

worthy most or all of the time by 52 
percent of Americans, but fewer 
than one in four said the same about 
Congress. To deal with the 
country’s problems, 55 percent had 
more confidence in Clinton, com- 

pared with 25 percent who put more 
faith in Congress. 

The poll found relatively little 
expectation that the gridlock be- 
tween the executive and legislative 
branches will go away. Just four in 
10 think Clinton will be able to 

keep his Inauguration Day promise 
to end what he called “an era of 
deadlock and drift.” Even more 
troublesome for a new president in 
the traditional honeymoon period, 

nearly a quarter of those polled 
think he has done a bad job ensur- 
ing honesty and integrity in his 
administration. 

Fifty-three percent think he’s 
done a good job with it, but less 
than a majority hold that view 
among men, whites, upper-income 
Americans and people older than 
Clinton. Ten months ago, Presi- 
dent Bush had a slightly worse 

rating on the sameljxiestion: 49 
percent saying good, 28 percent 
bad. 

The national poll of 1,002 adults 
was taken Wednesday through Sun- 
day by ICR Survey Research group 
of Media, Pa., part of AUS Con- 
sultants. Results from the random 
sample have a margin of error of 
plus or minus 3 percentage points. 

The last time the AP poll mea- 
sured Clinton’s trust rating was in 
April. With Clinton’s character 

under scrutiny in the campaign, 
only 18 percent said he could be 
trusted almost always or most of 
the time. Congress did just as bad, 
17 percent. 

The new poll may partly reflect 
that it’s easier to feel confidence in 
a person — especially one given 
the attention and adulation accorded 
to a new president — than in an 
institution as conflict-ryven and 
unwieldy as Congress. 

As the AP poll was taken, Cl inton 
and some of his own party’s leaders 
in Congress were at odds on emo- 
tional issues such as gays in the 
military and whether Social Secu- 
rity should be included in deficit 
cutting. 

That conflict helps explain why 
42 percent said Clintonwon’t be 
able to keep his promise to end 
gridlock, comparedwith 41 percent 
who think he will. 
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Super Bowl draws largest television crowd 

NEW YORK — The Dallas 
Cowboys, Michael Jackson and 
NBC teamed up to make the 1993 
Super Bowl the most-watched show 
in television history,and gave N BC 
its first weekly ratings victory in 
more than six months. 

NBC said Tuesday that an esti- 
mated 133.4 million people 
watched the game Sunday, about 
6.4 million more than watched the 
1986 Super Bowl, the previous 
record-holder which also was on 
NBC. 

AiasKan coia ireezing tires, creating ice iog 
ANCHORAGE, Alaska — If 

you think it’s cold where you live, 
consider Alaska. It’s minus 50 on 
the North Slope, and if you include 
the wind chill, make it 100 below 
zero. 

Tires are freezing on cars. Blind- 
ing ice fog is restricting flights in 
some cilics. Snow is piling up, 
cutting off some villages. 

In Fairbanks, the overnight low 

was 56 below. The National 
Weather Service said the coldest 
point in thc^tate Tuesday was 61 
below at Tanana, about 125 miles 
west of Fairbanks, but one trucker 
was pooh-poohing that number. 

AtColdfool, about 50 miles north 
of the Arctic Circleand the nation’s 
northernmost truck stop, it was 

about 72 below zero. 

Economic indicators flash most 

positive signals in nearly a decade 
WASHINGTON — The 

government’s chief economic fore- 
casting gauge jumped sharply in De- 
cember, flashing its most positive sig- 
nal for future growth in nearly a de- 
cade. Sales of new Mfcics surged dur- 
ing the month. 

The reports, both issued by the 
Commerce Department on Tuesday, 
are the clearest signs yet of continued 
economic growth past midyear. 

“Even if the numbers are some- 
what overstated, there’s no question 
they show we have economic growth 
ahead of us,”said economist David 
Berson of the Federal National Mort- 

gage Association. 
The Department’s Index of Lead- 

ing Indicators leapt 1.9 percent, the 
third consecutive monthly gain and 
the biggest increase since April 1983, 
when the nation was emerging from 
the last recession. 

Meanwhile, new home sales shot 
up 6.3 percent in December to a sea- 

sonally adjusted annual rate of 
656,000, contributing to a 19.4 per- 
cent rise for all of 1992, the best in 
nine years. 

The latest economic data came as 
the Clinton administration put the 
final touches on an economic slimu- 

lus package that many analysis argue 
is no longer needed. 

A Democratic official, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said Tues- 
day that the package will consist of 
$16 billion in job-creating spending 
for the current fiscal year plus $15 
billion in tax breaks to encourage 
businesses to invest in more equip- 
ment. 

At the White House, Press Secre- 
tary Dee Dee Myers said President 
Clinton was encouraged by the rise in 
the leading index “but feels very, very 
concerned about a recovery without a 

recovery in job growth.” 
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Learn How to Gain the Competitive Edge from 

Leading Corporate Executives 

WHAT : Leadership and Professional Development 
Seminar to include topics such as: 

* Survival Skills in a Team Environment 

* TQM: Management for the Future 

* Ethics in the Workplace 
* Office Ergonomics 
* Future Leadership Skills 

WHERE : Lincoln Ramada 141 N. 9th 

WHEN : Friday evening, February 19 
Saturday morning, February 20 

Sponsored by the College of Business Administration's 
Student Development Center and Valmont Industries, Inc. 

Applications are available in the Student Development Office, CBA 237 
and are due FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5th 

Clinton vows to change welfare 
into a ‘second chance’ for citizens 

WASHINGTON — President Clinton 
pledged Tuesday to transform welfare into a 
“hand up, not a handout” by giving recipients 
training and then requiring them to work. He 
said he would allow governors broad freedom 
to experiment with welfare changes. 

“Most people on welfare are yearning for 
another alternative, aching for the chance to 
move from dependence to dignity,” Clinton 
said in a speech to the National Governors’ 
Association. “Welfare should be a second 
chance, not a way of life/’Clinton broke little 
new ground, largely repeating, rhetoric and all, 
an array of campaign promises he said would 
“end welfare as we know it” and give dignity to 
families who work but still find themselves 
below the poverty line. 

And aides said that despite Clinton’s de- 
tailed campaign proposal and Tuesday speech, 
many critical questions about the policy were 
unresolved. Among them was what, if any, 

sanctions would be imposed on welfare recipi- 
ents who refused to work, and who besides the 
disabled would be exempt from the work re- 

quirements. 
During the campaign, Clinton said his pro- 

posal would cost $6 billion a year for its first 
four years. But Bruce Reed, the While House 
deputy domestic policy adviser, said that was 
“not necessarily what is going to be included in 
the president’s budget” To answer such 
questions and draft the legislation, Clinton said 
he would name within 10 days a White House- 
led task force made upof officials from govern- 
ment departments and agencies involved in 
welfare, education and job training. Their goal 
would be to draft a legislative proposal by 
spring or early summer. 

As much as restating his welfare policies and 
goals, Clinton’s speech appeared designed to 
shift public attention onto one of his popular, 
conservative-sounding campaign themes. 

Palestinians turn down Israel’s proposal; 
deportees to remain as 

‘ innocent victims ’ I 
JERUSALEM— By refusing Israel’s offer 

to let 100 of them return, the Palestinians 
deported to south Lebanon have retained a 

platform that allows them to present them- 
selves as victims and block U.S.-backed peace 
talks. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, who cham- 
pioned the deportations and the compromise 
offer Monday to let some of the men return, 
came under a barrage of criticism in Israel on 
Tuesday for failing to win a propaganda vic- 
tory. 

Even his spokesman, Gad Ben Ari, acknowl- 
edged the 400 deportees were holding the 
world’s attention. 

Ben-Ari said Rabin had “called the bluff’of 
the Palestinians by showing that they wanted to 

prolong the crisis rather than reach a settle- 
ment. 

But the Palestinians remained on “a live 
stage of propaganda,” he noted. “It provides 
them with an opportunity to present themselves 
as innocent victims.” 
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